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From Dave's Desk 

The rare coin business continues to 

hum along nicely, with a record number of 

orders pouring in to Gail Watson and Debbie 

McDonald, who head up the Rare Coin Gal¬ 

lery (inventory department) of our business. 
While 1 like to think that this has a lot to do 

with the quality of the coins we offer, the in¬ 

disputable fact is that much credit must be 

given to a national mood shift. Many people 

are saying that it's about time that they ig¬ 

nored pie-in-the-sky investments, and spent 

the same money on things they enjoy owning. 

On one particular day when I was ru¬ 

ing the fact that Collectors Universe stock 

was selling at 3*1.60, I had my own reality 

check. I spent several hours getting re-ac¬ 

quainted with the biography and accom¬ 

plishments of Dr. Lewis Feuchtwanger, his 

books, and the interesting tokens he pro¬ 

duced. This was the stay-in-one-room 

equivalent of a vacation trip to Hawaii or to 

Florence —a change of venue, fresh things, 

and not a financial care intervening. 

Last weekend in The New York Times 

Magazine there was an interesting article 

about the currently soft economy, "The Way 

We Live Now: Buy and Hold," by Richard 

Todd. The writer mused that most of the 

"losses" that he had heard about were 

"wealth" not realized, dollars that looked nice 

on paper or stock charts, but were never 

cashed in and never lost except for "what 

might have been." For Todd such things en¬ 

gendered an awareness of tangible things al¬ 

ready owned, and he had a new appreciation 
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for all of those books on a nearby library shelf 

which had cost $10 to $20 each. He mused 

that a 1953 MG TD sports car that he did not 

buy in 1960 for $1,500, was now worth 

$30,000 —not bad, investment wise! And, 

think of all the enjoyment he could have had 

in the meantime. 

Another article in the same issue of the 

Times, April 15, gave a list with many of the 

leading brokers and underwriters on Wall 

Street, and how for the most part the IPOs 

they "researched" and recommended to their 

clients were worth substantially less than the 

price paid. 

Of course, the securities market will 

continue to fluctuate - as J.P. Morgan said de¬ 

cades ago. Thus, it seems to me that today in 

2001 it is a good time to think about spend¬ 

ing your money on things that are enjoyable 

to do, use, or own. And, I think that forming 

a collection of rare coins offers a lot of rewards 

in this connection —the excitement of learn¬ 

ing about a new coin series and its history and 

technicalities, the determining of what's out 

there to buy and what requires time and pa¬ 

tience to find, the thrill of the hunt, the ex¬ 

citement of the chase. 

If you are already a seasoned collector, 

consider a new series to acquire. History 

abounds with hundreds of stories of famous 

collectors who worked with a given specialty, 

then either held or sold it, and focused upon 

a new one. Howard R. Newcomb was an en¬ 

thusiastic collector of Barber silver coins and 

Morgan dollars, then turned his interest to 
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copper cents 1816-1857. Ray Bvrne collected 

Barber coins, then to counterstamped coins 

of the West Indies, then to tokens and store 

cards of Pennsylvania. Herman Halpern col¬ 

lected copper cents 1793-1857, then turned his 

attention to currency and U.S. coins by types. 

The possibilities are limited only by your 
imagination! 

Please read through this issue carefully 

and favor us with your order. A few books? A 

few coins? Give Gail Watson or Debbie 

McDonald a call to order the coins you would 

like, or ask for Mary Tocci in our Publications 

Department for the books you want to add to 

your library. Before you know it, a nice package 

will arrive from us! And, when you open it, I 

believe you'll be delighted with what you see! 

Thank you again. 

'oL^ 
Dave Bowers 

About the Cover: Photo by Jenna Van 

Valen, talented daughter of our own Frank 

Van Valen, taken at the 19th Annual Pittsfield, 

NH Rotary Club's Balloon Rally, August 4-6, 

2000. The rally, held each year on the first 

weekend in August, is a three-day event that 

draws thousands of enthusiasts to this small 

town just 20 miles south of Wolfeboro. 
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Wood's Money: 
Acceptance or Rejection in Ireland 

From the fall 2000 issue of the C4 News¬ 

letter. 

A common view expressed in colonial 

numismatic literature is that the Irish re¬ 

jected the copper farthings and halfpence 

that William Wood minted for Ireland un¬ 

der a 1722 Patent granted by George I of 

England. This implies that Wood's Money, 

as it was then known, did not circulate in 

Ireland, which led to its export to the coin 

starved American colonies. This article pre¬ 

sents a revisionist perspective. After re¬ 

searching archives in Ireland and from En¬ 

gland, it is clear that Wood's coins enjoyed 

an extensive circulation in Ireland from 

1722 until they were supplanted in 1737 by 

the arrival of a new issue of Regal Irish 

copper coins minted at the Royal Mint. It 

was at this juncture that the use of Wood's 

coppers in Ireland diminished, making 

them available for extensive export to the 

American colonies. 

The full tale of events reveals that 

Wood's Money was initially well received in 

Ireland due to the dire need for small 

change then, during a highly charged and 

controversial period, the further introduc¬ 

tion of these coins was slowed but not 

stopped. In the end, Wood's Money came to 

represent the dominant copper coin in Ire¬ 

land, assuring its acceptance as to use. At 

the same time, the opponents to this coin 

created a negative climate concerning the 

coin's intrinsic value. By the end of the fra¬ 

cas, Wood was forced to reduce the number 

of coins that he had been authorized to mint 

and eventually surrendered his Patent. 

Wood's opponents, primarily members 

of the upper class, left behind them many 

documents that engendered the perspective 

that his coins had been rejected. The lower 

classes who were the primary users of his 

coins were often illiterate, which made it 

difficult for the "common man" to leave a 

record of events as seen from his vantage 

point. These circumstances have resulted in 

today's numismatists relaying events as to 

the acceptance or rejection of Wood's 

Money as seen through the eyes of such 

prolific writers as Jonathan Swift who was 

among Wood's more energetic opponents. 

However, by unearthing the record of how 

Wood's coppers came into use by the lower 

classes, we see a story that reveals the wide 

circulation and general use of his coins. 

The tale of Wood's Money begins with 

their introduction into Ireland during a 

time of recent political fury that had left 

the Irish with residue anger toward the 

English. For example, England had placed 

new legislative limits on the prerogatives 

of the Irish Parliament through the De¬ 

claratory Act of 1720. And in 1721, the pro¬ 

posal to establish a national bank for Ire¬ 

land whose Directors would be English 

was viewed as nothing less than an at¬ 

tempt to dominate the country's financial 

institutions.1 

Smarting from these perceived injus¬ 

tices, Irish "Patriots" (as the leaders of the 

opposition to the English interests were 

called,) sensed another opportunity in 

Woods' coinage to ignite Irish nationalism. 

By attacking Wood's Patent, "Patriots" 

such as Jonathan Swift ignited passions 

against the English government. This was 

the true nature of the controversy. It was a 

political test of wills between an English 

government that failed to act sensitively 

and a country that longed for relief from 

domination. It was never really about the 

quality of his coins. As coppers they were 

needed and valued as a medium for every 

day transactions by the "common man." 

Wood probably did not understand the 

nature of Irish politics when he proposed 

to address Ireland's monetary needs in 

1722. As an Englishman with close ties to 

by Brian /. Danforth, PhD. 

the government in London, he appears 

typical of most men of his status in view¬ 

ing the importance of England's interests 

as an overriding consideration when it 

came to Ireland. And he was not prudent 

when he used English rather than Irish 

copper in fashioning his coins. Nor was he 

wise to mint said coins in England rather 

than Ireland, which longed for a domestic 

mint of its own. These factors rendered 

him susceptible to being cast negatively in 

Irish eyes to the advantage of the propo¬ 

nents of Irish nationalism. 

In spite of any attributable shortcom¬ 

ings he may have had. Wood was in agree¬ 

ment with the general view that Ireland 

lacked a sufficient supply of money to 

meet the country's needs. This was a 

longstanding perspective as evidenced bv 

several proposals made prior to 1722 for 

issuing new coins for Ireland. Lord 

Cornwallis made the first in 1700. It was 

rejected for several reasons, including the 

fact that the coins were not to be minted in 

Ireland. Another proposal was to re-issue 

the former Knox Patent whereby Irish cop- 
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pers were minted during the reign of Will¬ 

iam 111. This request was rejected in part 

due to the claims that said Patentee had 

minted more coins than were allowed. 

Robert Baird and William Harnill, on be¬ 

half of the troops that defended 

Londonderry during a prior Irish rebellion, 

also tried to obtain a Patent. Curiously, 

Swift, in 1713 when he was in political fa¬ 

vor with London, suggested a series of 

halfpence and farthings with devices that 

honored Queen Anne. In 1718, four differ¬ 

ent contenders-Coster, Elliston, Parker, 

and surprisingly Wood —had solicited un¬ 

successfully Sir Isaac Newton for support 

to mint new halfpence for Ireland. Swift as¬ 

serted that all four proposals would have 

produced lightweight coins, especially 

Wood's which he considered the "worst."2 

The extent of the monetary shortage 

was a widely debatable issue. The seem¬ 

ingly common view was that by 1722, Ire¬ 

land had £400,000 in circulation of which 

£20,000 was in copper coins.' During the 

1721 debate to establish the Bank of Ire¬ 

land, the proponents suggested that Ire¬ 

land needed to double its overall money 

supply. The victorious opponents of this 

"English" scheme, who included Swift, ar¬ 

gued that only £100,000 was needed.4 

Maybe this controversy was the basis for 

placing the £108.000 limit on Wood's 

Patent. In any event. Wood's proposal ad¬ 

dressed only the lower end of the mon- 
J 

etary spectrum and as such his detractors 

claimed that a six-fold increase in base 

coinage was excessive. More agreeable 

ranges for increasing the number of copper 

coins in circulation were from a low of 

£5,000 as suggested by Swift" to a high of 

£20,000 as proposed by James Maculla who 

was an early opponent to Wood's Money.*1 

Others, including the Primate to Ireland, 

Hugh Boulter, suggested the need was for 

an additional £15,000 in coppers.7 What¬ 

ever the number, it was generally viewed 

that Ireland needed small change, espe¬ 

cially for use by the lower classes who 

were perceived as those most adversely af¬ 

fected by the monetary shortage.** It was 

the acute need at this strata of society that 

would later play a key role in the accep¬ 

tance and circulation of Wood's Money. 

Wood started to import his coins into 

Ireland in the Spring of 1723. At first there 

appeared to be a general acceptance of 

what were promoted as the finest coins 

ever minted for Ireland. According to one 

account: 

as soon as the Cooper-Money 

appear'd, it met with a general Approba¬ 

tion; the People took it with so free a Con¬ 

sent, that it became universally current: 

There was no Objections rais'd either 

against its Figure, which was very beauti¬ 

ful, or the Workmanship, which was 

compleat, or the Value and Fineness of the 

Metal...the Shopkeepers (in particular) felt 

the Advantage in their Retail Business... 

this general Approbation of the People 

continued a great-while....9 

This account went on to describe the 

manner in which the coins gained accep¬ 

tance and circulated: 

These Farthings and Halfpence...are 

nothing but a certain Quantity of Copper 

Metal sold in small pieces, and which the 

King has given Leave to the Proprietor of 

them to stamp with a certain mark, by 

which they may be particularly known, 

and the Value of them ascertain'd; 

...they are carried to Market as coin'd 

Copper Metal... and what then? why then 

'tis a current Merchandize(sic)...10 

By August of 1723, the first protest ap¬ 

peared as given by the Dublin Commis¬ 

sioners of the Revenue who feared a replay 

of the problems they encountered with the 

oversupply of coppers by William Ill's Pat¬ 

entee.11 Then appeared a pamphlet by 

Maculla protesting the thinness of Wood's 

coins.12 During this period of mounting 

opposition, and in spite of support by 

England's Prime Minister Robert Walpole, 

Wood realized that his project was in jeop¬ 

ardy. In a letter to his brother-in-law, Wood 

referenced a meeting he had with a gentle¬ 

man identified as Mr. Newsom. Wood, not¬ 

ing the difficulties he was encountering in 

Ireland, referenced an offer that his visitor 

made to acquire the whole lot of his coins. 

In spite of growing opposition, or 

maybe in response to it, large quantities of 

Wood's Money appeared at Dublin's docks 

for distribution. As an inducement to circu¬ 

late the coins, Wood had initially offered 

agents £116 in coppers for £100 in Sterling. 

According to some, this discount was sig¬ 

nificantly increased to induce agents to 

purchase more Wood's coppers.14 

By September of 1723, the protest turned 

political when the Irish Parliament peti¬ 

tioned the King to rescind Wood's Patent. It 

claimed among other things that Wood had 

created a "base coin" that w'ould "ruin our 

trade" and w'hose quantity was "greater 

than this poor Country is able to bear." 

Wood's response was inflammatory when 

he claimed publiclv that he would cram his 

coins dowm the throats of the Irish.1*1 

An analysis in a London newspaper re¬ 

ported that these protests would "probably 

suppress the Currency" of Wood's coins as 

to their circulation in Ireland. Interestingly, 

the report included England in its analysis, 

stating that the controversy had: 
made People here cautious of uttering 

or receiving the same, which begun to be 

in Practice in the nature of British Half¬ 

pence.17 

Another observer, who opposed Wood's 

Patent, elaborated on the point of Wood's 

Money circulating in England, stating: 

Mr. Wood's Half-pence are Raps in 

Great Britain, and far below the Standard 

of the English Copper-Money; yet they 

have obtained a sort of Currency, not only 

in many Parts of the Country, but even in 

London...18 

While the English assessment may not 

bear directly on the issue of acceptance of 

Wood's coins in Ireland, it should be noted 

that the Irish paid a premium of about 8% 

for English coins. Therefore if Wood's 

Money had a currency in England, it 

would increase its desirability in Ireland. 

Shortly thereafter the Irish Parliament 

recessed. And given the King's promise to 

have the issue reviewed by his Privy 

Council, the matter quieted during the fol¬ 

lowing months. Observers noted that dur¬ 

ing that year about £17,000 of Wood's 

Money had been uttered. This probably 

pertained mainly to his coins bearing the 

date of 1722.19 

In 1724, the issue resurfaced with re¬ 

newed vigor when the Privy Council re¬ 

leased its report in July of that vear. Its 

findings contended that contrary to the 

protestors' position, Ireland was in need of 

additional copper coins and that Wood 

was basically in compliance with the terms 

of his Patent. As a compromise, the Privv 

Council recommended that Wood's Money 

be limited to £40,000 and be allowed to 
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pass as current coinage for Ireland. The 

opposition was outraged.20 

In response to what appeared to be the 

English government's support of Wood's 

Patent, Swift began to write his now fa¬ 

mous Drapier Letters. In satirical form, 

Swift stressed the claimed evils of Wood's 

Money. The volatile situation deteriorated 

when rioters took to the streets of Dublin, 

carrying Wood's effigy throughout the 

City21 Then Dublin's newspapers during 

the months of August and September be¬ 

came awash with petition after petition by 

merchants, bankers, political leaders and 

guild members in opposition to Wood's 

Money. For the most part, these petitions 

came from Dublin and its environs with 

only a few from areas other than along the 

eastern coast. A petition by the bankers of 

Dublin illustrates this point when it flatly 

declared: 

we will neither receive or utter in any 

Receipt or Payment of Money, or any Ac¬ 

count whatever, any of the Halfpence or 

Farthings coined by William Woods (sic); 

not being obliged therein by his Majesty's 

Letters pattent to the said William Woods 

(sic), or by Law, and as we conceive the ut¬ 

tering of said Halfpence and Farthings will 

be highly prejudicial to... the Trade of this 

Kingdom...22 

As if this were not enough, some 

Dublin shopkeepers affixed notices to their 

premises stating: 

No Goods for Wood's Raps.23 

In response to what was perceived as a 

growing crisis, the Lord Lieutenant for Ire¬ 

land issued a reward of £300 for the author 

of the Drapier Letters. At the same time, he 

sought to resolve the matter. While the En¬ 

glish government was opposed to conced¬ 

ing to the demands of the protestors, there 

was a growing concern in London that the 

opposition to Wood's coppers was attract¬ 

ing "Papists" and "Jacobites" to the cause. 

This was viewed as a direct threat to the 

monarchy. As such, it was believed that a 

resolution was needed.24 

Wood had already stopped minting ad¬ 

ditional coppers for Ireland by this time. 

Further, he made offers to limit future pro¬ 

duction. England's Prime Minister Walpole 

instructed the Lord-Lieutenant to quiet the 

Irish population. This was in direct re¬ 

sponse to the Prime Minister's concern 

Jonathan Swift 

that the matters had gotten out of hand.25 

In spite of these circumstances, general un¬ 

rest continued. 

Unfortunately, the situation appeared 

to be made worse when Wood offered to 

increase the discount on his coins to pur¬ 

chasing agents. Some claimed that the dis¬ 

count rate was about doubled, increasing 

to 30%.26 Swift claimed it had risen to 

50%.2 A more impartial observer, Primate 

Boulter, stated that the rate was increased 

to 40%.2,s Whatever the rate, a typical view 

can be gleaned from a declaration in a 

Dublin newspaper signed by 108 persons, 

stating that they were: 

well in formed of the Attempts of sev¬ 

eral Persons in and about this City, who 

have purchased vast Quantities of William 

Wood's Halfpence and Farthings at cheap 

Rates, in Order to pass the same in this 

Kingdom...29 

Swift referred to these newer coins as 

bearing a different reverse from those that 

had been initially introduced to Ireland. 

This may reference the delineation be¬ 

tween those coins accepted during the 

Spring and Summer of 1723 (the 1722 

harp-left variety would match this frame, 

BJD) and those coins imported at a later 

date (the 1723 and 1724 harp-right variety 

would coincide with this sequence and de¬ 

scription, BJD).30 

As if the situation were not tense 

enough, it would appear that Wood contin¬ 

ued his drive to import and circulate his 

coins. In the late fall of 1724, according to 

the Dublin Grand Jury, Wood was import¬ 

ing vast quantities of coppers, This time, he 

acted "clandestinely."31 

The English government wanted to end 

the dispute. The Lord-Lieutenant informed 

London that it was ill advised to have this 

controversy still festering when the Irish 

Parliament reconvened in 1725. It was felt 

that Wood would resign the Patent if he 

were compensated. In writing to the Duke 

of Newcastle, England's Secretary of State, 

Primate Boulter suggested a monetary 

payment to Wood. In January of 1725, the 

deal was struck and later that year Wood 

consented to the compromise and resigned 

his Patent.32 

It is impossible to ascertain the exact 

number of Wood's coins that actually 

reached circulation in Ireland. It is fairly 

clear that prior to September of 1723 when 

the Irish Parliament petitioned King 

George I to rescind Wood's Patent that 

about £17,000 in coppers had been uttered. 

The number of coins shipped to Ireland af¬ 

ter that date appears to be vast. The ques¬ 

tion is to what degree they reached every¬ 

day use. 

From various stories related by Wood's 

opponents in their attempt to illustrate the 

lack of intrinsic value of the coins, we hear 

situations where the coins are in use. An 

example of this is when Swift is attacking 

the baseness of these new coppers, he re¬ 

lates that "any Person may expect to get a 

Quart of Two-Penny Ale for Thirty-six of 

them."33 Given literary license, it can be as¬ 

sumed that Swift was overstating the case. 

However, it does lay a claim for the as¬ 

sumption that Wood's Money was circulat¬ 

ing among the "common man" at least as it 

pertained to alehouses, which formed an 

important function in everyday life during 

the period. Confirming this point, another 

contemporary observed that Wood's 

Money was in common use in coffee¬ 

houses where "they are chiefly current."11 

A more telling example of inferences 

that reveal the use of Wood's Money is the 

charge that the Patentee's coins were being 

counterfeited. Swift referenced this issue as 

one of his main reasons in opposing the 

new coins. He pointed out that unlike the 

coppers from the 1680s, Wood's coins did 

not have a milled edge, which made them 

susceptible to being counterfeited. As can 

be seen in Connecticut coppers of the 

1780s, counterfeits are only successful if the 

official coin is plentiful and circulating. 

Otherwise, there would be no justification 

for the operation. (Wood may have con- 
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templated addressing this issue since a 

halfpence with a milled edge in Uncircu¬ 

lated or possibly trial condition was re¬ 

cently discovered and secured for the 

author's personal collection, BJD). 

In evaluating this issue, it may be better 

to start with the general observations that 

in 1722, there were £20,000 of copper coins 

in circulation. And six years later, there 

were £50,000 of coppers.36 This represented 

a 150% increase in the number of coppers 

in Ireland. The only factor that can account 

for this is the introduction of Wood's 

Money, which occurred during that time 

frame. And given the intensity of the con¬ 

troversy surrounding Wood's coins, an ex¬ 

planation is needed. 

Three significant factors can account for 

the ability of Wood's coppers to overcome 

opposition and gain general circulation in 

Ireland. These factors are: 

1) the need of the lower class, especially 

those residing in rural areas, who were pri¬ 

marily Roman Catholic in faith; 

2) the Collector's of the King's Revenue 

who played a significant role in the process 

of circulating money within the country; and 

3) the army whose salaries contributed 

to the local economy and who could de¬ 

mand a fair exchange in the marketplace 

when buying goods. 

Swift in his pamphlet entitled Advise to 

the Roman Catholicks (sic) of Ireland Concerning 

Wood's Halfpence expressed his concern and 

then anger that the poor and rural Roman 

Catholics accepted and used Wood's Money. 

He started this pamphlet by stating that: 

It is our mutual Interest to be unani¬ 

mous in Discouraging an Attempt of this 

Nature..." yet 'tis astonishing to see you... 

tamely and blindly submit to be impos'd 

on.’7 

Then with his anger escalating he at¬ 

tacks Catholics saying: 

you cannot be beat out of those Prayers 

to Saints, Purgatory, Indulgences, and es¬ 

pecially that monstrous and blasphemous 

Idolatry of Transsubstan-tiationC 

Next came the reason for the assault: 

Wood was doubtless encouraged by 

this apparent Indolence of yours to at¬ 

tempt his Experiment. 

He consider'd you as a very consider¬ 

able trading Part of the Nation... There is 

another Thing which buoy'd him... he 

observ'd that you throw awav a great deal 

of Money, every Year upon one Flam (sic) 
or other in your Religion of vour Priests 

inventing; and that what he proposes to 

get by the Coinage...is but a Trifle to the 

vast Sums you expend freely upon your 

Superstitions... 

He therefore expected to meet with no 

Difficulty on your Side in receiving his 

Proposal.39 

The only explanation given by Swift as 

to why Catholics accepted Wood's Money 

was the disparaging statement that they 

had: 
an utter aversion to be informed, and 

reject all the Admonitions... which Protes¬ 

tants in-good Will and Charity make.40 

Concluding his attack, Swift blamed the 

Priest and the Church "which forbids you 

to enquire" into the the true nature of 

Wood's Money.41 

In reality, the majority in rural Ireland 

lived near subsistence. Their monetary 

needs were addressed through small de¬ 

nomination coins. As noted earlier, there 

was a shortage of coppers that adversely 

and disproportionately affected the 

lower classes. Wood offered to satisfy 

this need. 

Realizing that the rural populace could 

not be won over, Swift initiated a cam¬ 

paign to enlist the support of rural land- 

owners. Claiming that their coffers would 

be full of worthless Wood's coins if they 

did not act, Swift urged them to refuse all 

payments in Wood's Money from their ten¬ 

ants.42 It was hoped that by this means he 

would render the coins worthless, destroy¬ 

ing their acceptance in rural Ireland. Swift 

discontinued his pursuit of this matter 

once Wood resigned his Patent. 

The next factor pertained to the Collec¬ 

tors of the Revenue. Swift tried to enlist 

their support as outlined in his pamphlet 

entitled A Word of Advice: or a Friendly Cau¬ 

tion To the Collectors of Ireland In Relation to 

Wood's Brass-Money. Although he realized 

that the collectors were obliged to receive 

the coins in payments to the crown, a way 

had to be found to gain their support. 

Their stance would be significant in deter¬ 

mining the fate of the coins since they 

played a key role as: 

the Persons who at this Juncture guard 

the Avenues, and keep the Passages, and 

the Enemv can't (sic) enter into the Citv 

without your compliance.4 

Swift pointed out that they had a 

"Dutv" to the Nation to reject the new 

coinage because these base coins would 

saddle the King's treasury with less than 

full value. And if that did not suffice, then 

they were urged to follow their own "inter¬ 

est" for if Wood's Money gained entry: 
your Sallaries (sic) will be paid you in 

that spurious Covn...which will reduce 

your hundred Pounds per Annum, to 

twenty Intrinsick (sic) value44 

If self-interest were to govern, then 

Swift's appeal was in vain. As one observer 

noted, it was these very same employees 

who saw this controversy as an opportu¬ 

nity for profit, for: 

under-Collectors will encourage their 

Currency, because they can purchase them 

at a large discount, and return them at a 

full Value to the King.4' 

At stake was the process by which 

£35,000 per month in paper and coin 

passed through the hands of collectors. By 

allowing Wood's coins to take part in this 

process, it basically guaranteed that the 

coins would always be valued at least in 

making payments to the crown. This was 

considered a key factor in the acceptance 

and circulation of Wood's Money.46 

The jockeying for control of this factor 

was high stakes. Wood contended that the 

collectors were refusing to accept his coins. 

He asserted that the author of the Drapier 

Letters (Swift) had turned these govern¬ 

ment officials against the new coins. Swift, 

writing as the Drapier, responded in pam¬ 

phlet form that this contention was merely 

"a Case of Wood's Politicks" (sic).4’ He 

stated that Wood's real aim in this matter 

was to secure a royal Proclamation affirm¬ 

ing that the coins could pass as current 

money. And, if Wood were successful in 

this endeavor, he had a Mr. Finley who 

was willing: 

to buy a certain Quantity from Wood 

at a large Discount, and Sell them as well 

as he could, by which he hoped to get Two 

or Three Thousand Pounds for himself.4’' 

The quantity in question was £50,000 in 

Wood's Money. 

In the end, Collectors were bound to 

accept Wood's coins. They were officers of 

the crown and "comanded bv. superior 
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Officers" to comply with orders from Lon¬ 

don/ Finalizing this point, the King issued 

the following: 

Orders to the Commissioners of the 

Revenue, and all other Officers in Ireland, 

to revoke anv Orders, Directions, Significa¬ 

tions, or Imitations whatsoever, that have 

been given for obstructing the receiving 

and uttering of Mr. Wood's Copper 

Money.50 

This Order ensured that Wood's 

halfpence and farthings would be accepted 

at face value, thereby making them current 

money in Ireland. 
j 

The last key factor in ensuring that 

Wood's Money would become acceptable 

to the populace and circulate was to utilize 

his coins in making payments to the army. 

By this means: 

the Soldiers are to Palm their Brass 

upon the Country, for the Necessaries of 

Life...51 

How could the local alehouses or sellers 

at market refuse to accept as payment coins 

that had been rendered to the army, for to 

do so would subject such tradesman to per¬ 

sonal attack. Even Swift conceded that: 

The poor Soldiers... have Stomaches... 

and they will be apt to go to the Shambles 

and endeavour (sic) to bear away with 

them some Pieces of Beef, or Mutton, for 

what they are pleased to give....52 

As armed representatives of the crown, 

the army could not be denied goods in ex¬ 

change for Wood's Money. In this fashion, 

the Army became Wood's "Hangmen, and 

Instruments" in circulating his coins.53 

Swift conceded that there was no real 

alternative to preventing the army from 

using the new coins. Writing as if he were a 

common soldier, he called upon his com¬ 

panions to acquiesce but to do so in an un¬ 

usual manner: 

receive what my Superiors give me by 

wav of Wages, and avoid the Imputation 

of Mutiny, and I will...not offer it to them 

(others), but will throw my self upon the 

Humanity, and Benevolence of my Fellow- 

Sub)ects for my Subsistance (sic), rather 

than plunder them.../4 

The full impact of this plea to the sol¬ 

diers is not known. But it can be readily 

imaged that it was negligible. Further, it 

was probably futile, given that Wood was 

"bragging" that he had "engag'd several 

Colonels of the Army...to take this money" 

for general circulation to the troops.55 Ulti¬ 

mately, Wood prevailed as the army was 

mandated to receive his coins. 

The historical evidence reveals that by 

1722 Ireland was in dire need of small 

change. The opportunity to create a new 

coinage for the country was granted to 

William Wood. Initially his coins were ac¬ 

cepted and circulated, basically those 

dated 1722. Later, becoming entangled in 

Irish politics, their further importation was 

questioned. At this point, interpretations of 

unfolding events differ. 

According to Swift and other "Patri¬ 

ots", Wood's Money was rejected. They 

put forth Wood's resignation of his Patent 

along with the limitation on the number of 

coins he could mint as signs of their vic¬ 

tory. This perspective has been repeated in 

ensuing accounts over the years, including 

current numismatic literature. 

Other sources portray a different story. 

One in which Wood's Money not only en¬ 

joyed a high level of circulation and accep¬ 

tance but also became the dominant cop¬ 

per coin in Ireland. As such, they were in 

general use by the "common man" espe¬ 

cially those residing in rural Ireland. Fur¬ 

ther, the coins' acceptance was ensured by 

no less an authority than the army and the 

Collectors of Revenue. This enabled 

Wood's Money to increase the supply of 

coppers in Ireland by at least 150%. From 

the viewpoint of the "common man" 

Wood's Money was successful. 

As a contemporary pamphlet stated of 

Wood's Money: 

as Farthings and Halfpence were the 

lowest Species of Coin, so they were 

dispos'd of, generally Speaking, amongst 

the meanest sort of the trading People; and 

in Consequence of this... they were ordi¬ 

narily exchang'd...56 

Even Swift in later years conceded that 

the people of Ireland, regardless of their 

sentiments on the issue, accepted Wood's 

"Brass, rather than return empty" after 

purchasing everyday goods at market.57 

The number of Wood's coins is exten¬ 

sive. Under the terms of the 1725 compro¬ 

mise, Wood was allowed to mint and im¬ 

port into Ireland £40,000 of his coins. Those 

dated 1722 and valued at £17,000 consisted 

of over nine million coins of the harp-left 

variety and were early on readily accepted 

by the Irish. Coins dated 1723 and 1724 and 

valued at £23,000 consisted of over 12 mil¬ 

lion coins of the harp-right variety arrived 

during the period of controversy and were 

eventually accepted. It is conceivable that of 

the latter coins, many more were minted 

given the extensive disparity in the number 

of die varieties that exists between these 

two generic versions. Wood, as former Pat¬ 

entees had done, may have minted more 

coins than was permitted. This could have 

been easily accomplished given the lack of 

government oversight. 

The ultimate fate of Wood's Money is 

similar to that of the other Irish coppers of 

non-regal issue. Thus, whenever there 

was an insufficient supply of official coins 

to meet daily needs, people were willing 

to accept mere tokens and other metals. 

Once an adequate supply of royal coins 

existed, non-government coins lost their 

appeal. This resulted from the popular 

preference for government minted coins. 

This point is clearly illustrated by the 

prior journey of St. Patrick coppers. When 

they fell into disuse, they were bought up 

at discount and imported into the Ameri¬ 

can colonies. 

The fall from prominence of Wood's 

coppers started in 1736 when England an¬ 

nounced that it would mint new royal cop¬ 

per coins for Ireland —the first such issue 

in decades. The crown during the next two 
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years produced almost 50 tons of these 

new farthings and halfpence. Further, the 

crown authorized the Treasury to send to 

Ireland additional coppers it had in its pos¬ 

session.* Summarizing the ensuing shift 

away from Wood's Money, Primate Boulter 

stated that the new regal coins were 

"greedily received."59 

The introduction of these coins greatly 

increased the supply of coppers. According 

to one keen observer of the Irish copper 

coin market, any such surplus would be 

"ship'd off to other countries" especially to 

the American colonies.60 

The final straw came in 1737 with the 

semi-demonitization of Wood's Money 

when the crown proclaimed that the col¬ 

lectors of the King's Revenue would re¬ 

strict the number of Wood's coppers that 

would be accepted in any given pay¬ 

ment.'’1 This pronouncement coincided 

with the order that the armv would limit 

its use of Wood's coins in making pay¬ 

ments to the troops.62 

The unfolding events of 1736 and 1737 

led to the decline in the important role that 

Wood's Money had plaved in the Ireland's 

monetary system. As a result, Wood's cop¬ 

pers became readily available for export to 

the American colonies. 
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Colonial, Copper & Nickel Coins 

Colonial and Early 
American Coins 

There has been quite a "rush" on early American 

coins lately — probably because of the increasing real¬ 

ization that coins can be a lot of fun to own if they are 

historical, never mind that no specimens of their va¬ 

riety exist in, say, MS-65. In this issue we feature later 

issues from Connecticut state coppers onward. Note 

in particular our offering of Vermont pieces —which 

includes several highly interesting varieties. 

We are always eager to buy colonial and early 

American coins. Our check awaits your choice coins! 

Basic information: The field of colonial and early 

American coins includes many different issues. The 

Guide Book of United States Coins is as good a passport 

as any to gaining basic knowledge. Beyond that, Walter 

Breen's Complete Encyclopedia ofU.S. and Colonial Coins 

offers much information between two covers, and at a 

reasonable price (check our Books for Sale section). 

Further, if your interest becomes specialized, there are 

a number of excellent monographs and studies, some 

of which are out of print, and others which are easily 

obtainable. If you are interested in history, an absolute 

must is Sylvester S. Crosby's 1875 work. The Early Coins 

of America, available in reprint form. 

The Colonial Newsletter, published by the Ameri¬ 

can Numismatic Society (155th Street and Broadway, 

New York City), is the forum for the exchange of in¬ 

formation and ideas in the field and is highly 

recommended. 

1788 Massachusetts cent. VF-25 (PCGS).395 

1787 Connecticut copper. Miller-43.1-Y, Rarity-2. 

Draped Bust Left. EF-45. 759 

1788 Connecticut copper. M-2D. Mailed Bust Right. 

VF-30. Chocolate brown surfaces.479 

1788 Connecticut copper. M-ll-G, Rarity-2. Mailed 

Bust Left. VF-25. Pleasing medium brown surfaces, 

smooth — as 11 -G is usually seen. A nice coin from 

the last year of Connecticut coinage.425 

(c.1786-1789) "1776" Machin's Mills copper. Imita¬ 

tion British halfpence. Vlack-6/76a. Rarity-4. 

VF-25 Medium brown with lighter high points. 

A popular rarity owing to the date, 1776, the most 

famous single year in American history. We can't 

remember the last time we offered one of these 

elusive 1776-dated Machin's Mills coppers, but it 

certain was not recently. A pleasing example of a 

contemporary counterfeit British halfpenny that 

circulated in America, although somewhat later — 

10 or more years in fact-than the date suggests. 

Always desirable; what other 1776-dated coins 

can you add to your collection that were pro¬ 

duced in America for use in America (other than 

a Continental Currency issue)?.1,159 

1787 Nova Eborac. Figure Seated Left. Copper. Breen- 

986. EF-40 (PCGS). Attractive medium brown sur¬ 

faces are somewhat glossy (this issue is frequently 

found lightly porous, and any improvement above 

that frequently seen state is an achievement of 

note). A few light marks are noted, but the overall 

appeal of the present coin is substantially above the 

typically seen specimen of the design type. 1,295 

1787 New jersey copper. M-6D, Rarity-1. Outlined 

Shield. VF-20. Die crack at base of shield, as usu¬ 

ally seen.419 

Undated (c.1694) Elephant token. Breen-186. 

FIodder-2B. God Preserve London. Thick 

planchet. VF-35 (PCGS). Highly attractive with 

pleasing deep brown surfaces and few very minor 

imperfections, mostly from the original planchet 

prior to striking.1,050 

Desirable 1766 Pitt Halfpenny 

"A Friend to America" 

1766 Pitt halfpenny medalet. Breen-251. EF45 (PCGS). 

Pleasing light olive with smooth surfaces. Not per¬ 

fectly centered with some obverse lettering partly off 

the planchet. British statesman Pitt was a friend to 

America, as the inscription notes.2,495 

Illustrious 1783 Nova Constellatio Copper 

ing glossy light tan and olive-brown surfaces. 

CONSTELATIO misspelling. A minor die crack 

or imperfection extends from the border through 

R of LIBERT AS. Seldom seen so fine! 2,395 

Important 1787 Immune Columbia Pattern 

Memorable Rarity 

1787 Immune Columbia. Breen-1137. Eagle reverse. 

EF-45 (PCGS). Pleasing olive-brown and dark tan 

with a few old scratches and scrapes, so well 

blended with the surface that they are virtually 

undetectable. Walter Breen attributed these dies 

to James F. Atlee and suggested the coins were 

patterns associated with a national coinage pro¬ 

posal prepared by General Matthias Ogden. This 

variety is extremely rare, and often years will pass 

between our having one in stock!.5,795 

1786 Vermont copper. Baby Head. Ryder-9. Rarity- 

4+. F-12. Struck on an irregular planchet (as al¬ 

ways seen) from naively prepared dies —a typical 

"rustic" Vermont copper, this being an early en¬ 

try into the portrait series.1,175 

1788 Vermont copper. Bust right. R-20. Rarity-3. 

VF-20 (PCGS). Attractive medium brown sur¬ 

faces. Die state with beginning cud at VE 

(VERMON) on obverse and cud past E (INDE) 

on the reverse.895 

1789 Mott token. Thick planchet. Breen-1020. VF-30. 

Some have called this America's earliest-dated 

storecard.479 

Undated (c.1792) Kentucky cent. Breen-1155. Plain 

edge. AU-53 (PCGS). Medium brown and pale 

steel blue with very nice appeal for the grade. 

Typically well struck at central obverse and a very 

nice specimen.497 

Undated (c.1792) Kentucky cent. B-1157. Lancaster 

edge. MS-63 BN. 153.9 grains. PAYABLE IN 

LANCASTER LONDON OR BRISTOL on edge 

Scarcer than the plain edge variety.1,095 
The name of this token is derived from the position of the 

initial K at the top of the pyramid design on the reverse For a 

long time in American numismatics such pieces were called 

"triangle cents ." 

1783 Nova Constellatio Copper. Breen-1109, Crosby- 

3C. AU-58. An amazing example with cutstand¬ 
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Undated (c.1792) Kentucky cent. B-1156-1158 for 

type. MS-60 RB (PCGS). Areas of bright red inter¬ 

mingle with mahogany and chestnut.875 

1794 Franklin Press token. Breen-1165. AU-55 

(PCGS). Superb medium brown with glossy sur¬ 

faces and outstanding visual appeal for the issue. 

Typical die break on press. This American-asso¬ 

ciated token was struck in 1794 for the printing 

firm of Cox and Bayliss, printers w ho used the 

same press young Ben Franklin worked on during 

his 1726 stay in London, a press which currently 

resides in the Smithsonian Institution. A specimen 

of this popular issue to please the type collector or 

advanced colonial specialist.575 

1795 Talbot, Allum & Lee cent. Breen-1035. AU-53 

(PCGS). Glossy medium chocolate brown with an 

excellent "look" for the grade.532 

1793 Washington token. Georgius Triumpho. Breen- 

1183, Baker-7. VF-30 (PCGS). Medium brown 

w'ith lighter high points. Strong definition of de¬ 

tail is present for the grade. From the usual state 

of the reverse die, with a bold vertical crack across 

the center. An ever-popular issue with genera¬ 

tions of collectors. No one has ever quite figured 

out which Georgens pictured here — the portrait is 

a copy of that used on certain George Ill coins, 

such as Irish halfpennies, but that particular 

George did not "triumpho" in 1783, the date of the 

peace treaty that concluded the Revolution; the 

victorious George was Washington.625 

1795 Washington Grate token. Large Buttons, Let¬ 

tered edge. AU-55 (PCGS). Rich deep chocolate 

brown faded from original color. Prices for 

Washingtoniana, collected in America as long as 

there has been collecting in America, are in many 

cases lower in real terms today than they w'ere in 

the 1870s. The present specimen has no doubt 

been preserved in numismatic cabinets for most 

of its life.1,075 

1795 Washington Liberty and Security penny. 

Breen-1254, Baker-30. AU-50 (PCGS). Dark 

brown surface. Take our word for it, the edge let¬ 

tering reads AN ASYLUM FOR THE OPPRESS'D 

OF ALL NATIONS, a nice sentiment antedating 

the "lamp beside the golden door," but express¬ 

ing the same philosophy (the certification holder 

does not permit viewing the edge now). An af¬ 

fordable classic among Washington issues... 495 

1787 Fugio cent. Kessler Newman-12M. Rarity-4. F- 

12 (PCGS). Delightful medium tan w'ith slightly 

lighter high points. A pleasing example of the first 

contract coinage to be authorized by the United 

States of America, for which records have been 

located. Struck from clashed dies, with Ben 

Franklin's admonition "Mind Your Business" 

seen in incuse relief on the reverse. A beauty for 

the grade, and a scarce variety as well!.499 

1787 Fugio cent. KN-12M. Rarity-4. VG-8. (PCGS). 

Another example of this scarce variety. Pleasing 

for the grade, with medium tan surfaces and a 

hint of deeper toning in places. Nice quality, and 

a great place to start a type set of "colonial" is¬ 

sues.229 

Bolen copy. 1694 Carolina Elephant token. Kenney- 

5, Bolen-33. MS-62 BN. Rich glossv chocolate 

brown with flawless eye appeal. One of the most 

popular of the copies of colonial and pre-federal 

coins accomplished by John A. Bolen and also one 

of the most faithful to the original, this Carolina 

Elephant token copy is one of only 40 struck in 

copper in 1869. Due to the extraordinary rarity of 

the genuine piece, may we recommend this very 

historic and accurate reproduction as a suitable 

"filler" in an advanced collection of colonial 

coins? A choice specimen of this infrequently seen 

Bolen striking.1,250 
John Adams Bolen (1826-1907) was perhaps the most 

widely known and most prolific engraver of struck copies of 

his day His pieces are avidly collected by specialists in the 

token field as well as collectors of colonial coins, and the 

demand for quality specimens never lessens. In Struck Copies 

of American Coins (1952), author Richard D. Kenney noted the 

following sentiments from Bolen regarding his struck copies: 

" I have been informed that they have been worn or rubbed and 

made to look old, then sold as genuine. I spent a great deal of 

time on them; on one 1 worked from a genuine coin, on the 

others from very fine electrotypes. They are all quite scarce 

now. They were not a financial success to me." 

The mintage figures have been published in various 

places, including by Bolen himself, but in general they are not 

accurate—as Bolen apparently lost track of how many he 

made, and in some instances additional pieces were made by 

others. In general, all Bolen pieces are scarce, and some are 

very rare. However, many are not quite as rare as the pub¬ 

lished mintage figures. 

Bolen copy. 1785 Confederatio copper, Inimica 

Tyrannis, Large Circle of Stars. K-2, Bolen-7. 

AU-55. A truly lovely example of John A. Bolen's 

famous copy of this classic American rarity. Rich 

tan surfaces show' amazing detail and plenty of 

eye appeal. One of just 40 examples produced in 

copper by Bolen circa 1863, these 19th-century 

copies are regarded as highly collectible today. 

We only see specimens of this rare issue occasion¬ 

ally, and we always have multiple requests for the 

occasional pieces we offer.729 

Bolen copy. 1785 Confederatio copper, Inimica 

Tyrannis, Small Circle of Stars. K-3, B-8. AU-55. 

Deep tan with lustre and dynamic eye appeal. A 

definite pleaser where overall appearance is con¬ 

cerned. Another popular rarity from the hand of 

John A. Bolen, one of 40 copper examples of the 

varietv produced circa 1863. Rare and a pleasing 

adjunct to the above variety.729 

Bolen copy. 1737 Higley copper. Three Hammers. K- 

4, B-10. MS-63 RB. Copper. A pleasing specimen 

of this rarity.695 

Edwards copy from Bolen dies. 1737 Higley copper. 

Three Hammers. K-4, B-10 for type. MS-65. 

Brass. A copy in brass, struck by Dr. F.S. Edwards 

from the dies sold to him by Bolen. An unusual 

issue, a copy of a copy! Rare.545 

Bolen copy. 1787 Excelsior copper, George Clinton. 

K-8, B-37. MS-60 BN. Copper. A sharp and de¬ 

lightful medium brow-n specimen of another 

popular Bolen rarity^. One of 40 copper examples 

struck by Bolen circa 1869. A pleasing rarity, per¬ 

haps a bit conservatively graded, but certainly 

priced to yield a good value at.1,150 

Half Cents 
Half cents are enjoyable to collect by design types 

Of course, a date and variety set is even better, but 

there are a number of formidable rarities — such as two 

varieties of 1796, the 1831, the 1836, all of the dates 

1840-1848, the 1849 Small Date, and 1852, all of which 

cost at least several thousand dollars apiece. 1 lowever, 

basic types serve to illustrate the wide panorama of 

designs and die techniques and are easily enough 

gathered, except that the 1793 is expensive. 

Although a quick perusal of a newspaper of, say, 

the 1830s will reveal that many products and services 

w'ere priced in values ending in 1/2 cent, half cent 

coins themselves w'ere rarely mentioned. This is be¬ 

cause the half cent prices were transacted in 

Spanish-American silver coins, or bits, each w'orth 12- 

1/2 cents. For this reason the often-seen retail price of 

37-1/2 cents did not reflect something to be bought 

w'ith a mixture of half dimes, dimes, a couple of cop¬ 

per cents, and a single half-cent piece. Rather, a 

two-bit coin (25 cents face value) plus a one bit coin 

w'ould be tendered. 

It is no wonder that half cent coins w'ere 

scarcely seen, for only a few w-ere made, relatively 

speaking. For the entire span of coinage, 1793-1857, 

production amounted to less than $40,(XX) in total face 

value (comprising 7,865,226 coins). 

A survey of the different types: 

1793: The first issue features a young bust of 

Liberty facing left, w'ith 1793 below' and LIBERTY 

above. A pole crosses Liberty's right shoulder and 

supports a Roman cap behind her head. Her hair is 

partially bound by a narrow' ribbon. The reverse has 

a w'reath of two branches w'ith leaves and berry 

sprays. A single bow' ribbon binds the branches to¬ 

gether at the bottom. HALF CENT in two lines within 

the wreath and the fraction, 1 /200, is below. Around 

is the statutory legend, UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA. Half cents of this date are eagerly sought 

due to their status as the only year of the type and the 

first year of coinage of the denomination. 

1794-1797: These years find Miss Liberty facing 

right, her portrait differently styled, but with most 

other design features quite similar. The pole, when 

present, crosses Liberty's left shoulder. On the re¬ 

verse, the ribbon has a double bow and the berry 

sprays have been replaced by single berries. The half 

cents of 1794 have a larger portrait than do those of 

1795-1797. 

1800-1808: With the 1800 coinage date, a new hair 

style for Miss Liberty finds her facing right, her hair 

tied with a ribbon and her bust finely draped There 

is no longer a pole and cap. This motif by noted art¬ 

ist Gilbert Stuart first appeared on silver dollars of 

1795 (BB-51 and 52) and later on other denominations 

including the large cent in 1796, illustrating a trend 

that w-as to continue: designs found on half cents usu¬ 

ally appeared a vear or two after their debut in the 

large cent denomination. The reverse of the 1800 half 

cent is quite similar to the previous design All dates 

(and one overdate 1808/7) in this range are easih 
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enough found, given some patience in the search. The 

key issue is the 1802, which, when found, is typically 

in low grades and with a dark, rough surface. 

1809-1836: In 1809, the Classic Head of Liberty 

made its appearance on the half cent denomination. 

Liberty faces left with her hair bound by a fillet with 

LIBERTY in incuse letters. The date is below. Thir¬ 

teen individual stars are around, with seven left and 

six right, save for one curious variety of 1828 which 

has but 12 stars. The reverse has a single branch 

bound at the bottom with a single bowed ribbon. 

HALF CENT within and UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA around. All dates are readily collectible, 

except the "pesky" 1831 and 1836 which are frustrat- 

ingly rare and elusive. 

1840-1857: The year 1840 saw Proof production 

of the new Braided Hair design. The head of Liberty 

faces left with a coronet inscribed LIBERTY. Thirteen 

stars around with date below. The reverse is of simi¬ 

lar design to the previous issue. Only Proofs were 

minted from 1840 to 1848, as there were sufficient half 

cents of earlier dates on hand at the Mint and in com¬ 

mercial channels to take care of circulation needs. In 

1849 the Braided Hair half cent was minted for circu¬ 

lation, after which it was produced continuously until 

1857, with the solitary exception of 1852, when onlv 

Proofs were struck. 

Aside from Walter Breen's essential Complete En¬ 

cyclopedia ofU.S. and Colonial Coins, other important 

references include the same author's Encyclopedia of 

United States Half Cents, 1793-1857, and American 

Half Cents by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. Both specialized 

volumes serve the collector; Walter Breen's for the 

specialist contains virtually everything you may 

want to know about the denomination; Roger 

Cohen's for the less advanced collector concentrates 

on circulation strike varieties. A more recent entry is 

The Half Cent Die State Book by Ronald P. Manley, 

directed toward the advanced student; however, 

also containing valuable information for the more 

casual variety collector. 

Attractive 1793 Half Cent 

First Year of Issue 

1793 Breen-2, Cohen-2. VG-8 (PCGS). Pleasing me¬ 

dium brown with a few light scratches from 

nearly two centuries ago. Satisfaction guaranteed 

as always. The reverse is rotated about 45°. 2,850 

Rare 1793 B-4 Half Cent 

1793 B-4, C-4. Rarity-3. Good-4 (PCGS). An attractive 

specimen of this elusive and exceedingly popular 

date—ideal fora typeset or a specialized collection. 

Low enough grade to be eminently affordable, 

high enough to show the design features. ... 1,995 

Impressive 1804 Half Cent 

Crosslet 4, No Stems 

1804 B-ll, C-12. Crosslet 4, No Stems. MS-63 BN 

(NGC). A wonderful example of this scarce type 

issue with exceptional olive-brown surfaces and 

splashes of darker brown toning. Fully lustrous. 

The reverse is primarily deep olive and steel. This 

is a major variety as listed in the Guide Book, with 

just this single die marriage identified.2,950 

1828 B-l, C-3.13 Stars. MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lovely 

medium brown surfaces.695 

1828 B-l, C-l. 13 Stars. MS-63 BN (NGC). Very attrac¬ 

tive medium brown surfaces.439 

Choice 1828 12 Stars Half Cent 

Curious Engraving Error 

1828 B-3, C-2.12 Stars. MS-64 BN (NGC). Fully lus¬ 

trous with lighter tan and medium brown. Tinges 

of lilac are visible around the devices, faded from 

orange mint lustre. This is one of the finest 12 

Stars half cents we have handled in several years. 

An early die state.2,495 

1832 B-3, C-3. MS-63 BN (PCGS). Lovely mahogany 

and tan surfaces with splashes of darker brown. 

A pleasing, fully lustrous example.439 

1832.B-3, C-3. AU-53.195 

1833 B-l, C-l. MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lustrous medium 

brown surfaces.595 

1833 B-l, C-l. AU-50.195 

1834 B-l, C-l. MS-64 BN (PCGS). A pleasing mix of 

deep chocolate brown and medium tan on glossy, 

lustrous surfaces. Stop a moment to consider: Isn't 

it remarkable that for the price we ask, you can 

buy a near-gem half cent of such an early date? A 

nice illustration of the high-quality, very interest¬ 

ing early American coins that can be found for 

reasonable prices.595 

1834 B-l, C-l. MS-62 BN (NGC). Medium brown with 

splashes of darker brown and olive. Struck from 

clashed dies, lending interest (we endeavor to 

mention such features as we see them, although 

the certification services do not).265 

1835 B-2, C-2. MS-64 BN (PCGS). Sharply struck with 

lustrous dark brown obverse. The reverse is 

lighter tan with iridescent highlights. Exquisite 

detail and excellent lustre.575 

Tiny obverse die crack I inks stars 2-7. All 1835 half cents - 

circulation strikes as well as Proofs—were made from one die 

pair, causing all sorts of complexities when a prooflike piece 

(of which this is not one) is found! 

1835 B-2, C-2. AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous medium 

brown surfaces.195 

1849 B-l, C-l. R-2. AU-55. Light brown with olive and 

mahogany.279 

1853 B-l, C-l. MS-61 BN (ANACS). Dark olive-brown. 

This is one of the more available half cents of the 

era in Mint State grade. Although toned examples 

are readily enough available —as the one here — 

no full original mint red coin is known! Such are 

the interesting characteristics of this date —with 

every other date in the half cent series having its 

own peculiarities.195 

1854 B-l, C-l. MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lustrous medium 

brown surfaces. A handsome, desirable coin. 545 

1855 B-l, C-l. MS-64 RD. A lovely example with full 

orange lustre and hints of brown on the very 

highest design points. Typical late die state with 

weak obverse and reverse borders.675 

1855 B-l, C-l. MS-64 RB. Lustrous dark brown is 

blended with natural pinkish orange lustre. 695 
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In our last Rare Coin Review (#140) 

we printed an article by Dr. Joel Orosz 

about the mysterious "Kart Hago" 

cent. The issue had just hit the press 

when we received additional artwork 

from Dr. Orosz, shown above: an illus¬ 

tration of the elusive Kart Hago cent, 

found in J. Sabatier's 1855 Description 

Gene rale des Monnaies Byzantines (the 

title page of which is also illustrated). 
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1855 B-l, C-l. MS-64 BN (NGC). Medium brown and 

olive iridescent highlights.595 

1857 B-l, C-l. MS-63 RB (PCGS). Mottled brown 

and natural red color with nice lustre for the 

grade.679 
Writing in 1860, Mint Director James Ross Snowden 

stated that most of the 1857 half cents were kept at the Mint and 

melted. Recently, researcher Craig Sholley has determined 

from archival data that the striking of copper half cents and 

cents in 1857 took place only in January- 

Glittering Proof 1857 Half Cent 
Last Year of Issue 

1857 B-2. Proof-65 RB (NGC). This is an absolutely 

delightful example with reflective dark brown 

surfaces and considerable orange lustre around 

the devices and border. This variety was struck 

from a die pair used only on Proof examples of 

this year with approximately 75 to 125 examples 

known. The reverse die is the same die used for 

early Proof half cents identified as Second Re¬ 

strikes. An important opportunity for the spe¬ 

cialist, as well as the advanced date or type 

collector.7,750 

Large Cents 
We offer a nice selection of copper cents —some¬ 

thing for just about everyone. United States large 

cents have always provided the backbone to numis¬ 

matics in this country. Year in and year out they have 

appealed to a wide circle of friends who have ap¬ 

proached them from several angles ranging from 

assembling a date set to studying the details of the 

numerous interesting varieties. 

Dr. Sheldon wrote in 1949 in Early American Cents, 

to the effect that after numismatists have tried every¬ 

thing else, they return to collecting old 

coppers —which are enticing and even lovable with 

their varied surfaces, hues that would challenge the 

palette of Jack Frost, etc. While today many people 

who have cut their teeth in the more standard series 

do, indeed, turn to early coppers, in recent decades 

other branches of numismatics have gained great 

popularity (the rise of specialty clubs has helped a 

lot) —including tokens, medals, colonials, paper 

money, and more. 

In general, the collecting specialties within the 

large copper cent series are as follows: 

1793-1814: The series of coppers covered in detail 

by Dr. William H. Sheldon's 1949 work, Early Amen 

can Cents, and its revision in 1958, Penny Whimsy (bv 

Sheldon, updated bv Walter H. Breen and Dorothy I 

Paschal). Now', we have the new book, Walter Preen's 

Encyclopedia of Early United States Cents, 1793-1814, 

w'ritten by Breen and edited bv Mark Borckardt, pub¬ 

lished by us and available from our Publications 

Department or any leading numismatic bookseller. 

Cents are attributed bv "S" numbers per Sheldon. 

Rarities include 1793,1799 (especially), and 1804. The 

most varied single date is 1794, which comprises 65 

different die varieties and combinations. 

1816-1839: These are the so-called "middle date" 

cents, a range that includes no great rarities (so far as 

basic dates are concerned, although some die varieties 

are rare). Several different portraits are found, includ¬ 

ing the homely (or beautiful, depending upon your 

viewpoint; we like the image) Matron Head first used 

in 1816 and several interesting heads of the 1835-1839 

era by engraver Christian Gobrecht. Classification of 

these cents as well as later 19th-century dates is to 

Howard R. Newcomb's book, United States Copper 

Cents 1816-1857. 

1839-1857: The Braided Hair or Coronet Head type. 

Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of Early 
United States Cents, 1793 -1814 
Edited by Mark Borckardt 

Presented in a single volume is all pertinent information regarding the history ot large 

cents and data about every variety. This 895-page hardbound illustrated volume provides 

enlarged photographs, descriptions, rarity information, die state data, and condition 

census information (provided by Del Bland) about every tiie variety for the period 

covered. Included are new varieties never before published in a book-length study. 

Historical information for each coinage year is presented, along with quick attribution 

keys and additional die-linked plates in the style of Dr. William H. Sheldon’s earlier 

reference on the subject. 

Including a survey of past literature and a special section on the minting process 

created by numismatic scholar Craig Sholley, this volume describes all die varieties 

within each year, numbering 345 marriages, 13 additional sub-varieties, and three 

restrikes. Varieties arc presented in a new emission sequence and numbering order 

proposed by the author. Never before has this much information about the series 

been included in a single volume. 

To order your copy, call Mary Tocci toll-free at 1-800-222-5993 with your credit 

card number. Or mail, fax, or e-mail your order to Mary at the address below. 

Regular Hardbound edition: $89.95—Add $5 shipping. Stock No. BBR999 

Deluxe Hardbound edition: S149.95—Add $5 shipping. Stock No. BBR999-A 
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bv Christian Gobrecht. All dates are inexpensive and 

highly collectible. 

There are many other fine books available, in¬ 

cluding those by William Noyes, John Wright, and 

Bob Grellman, to give a short list. 

The beautiful part of cent collecting is that while 

gem Mint State coins are nice to have, there are so few 

of them around that most specialists opt for such 

grades as Fine, VF, EF, and AU. 

No overview of large copper cents would be com¬ 

plete without a nod to the Early American Coppers 

Club and its journal, Penny-Wise, edited by the gifted 

Dr. Harry E. Salyards. If you are not presently ac¬ 

quainted with EAC and would like membership 

information, just ask us. 

High Quality 1794 Cent 

Mounds Reverse 

1794 Sheldon-22. AU-53 (NGC). Pedigreed to an un¬ 

specified Ed. Frossard sale. Pleasing dark brown 

with traces of lustre. Quite sharply struck with 

imperfections resulting from a late die state. Minor 

scratches and other defects are hardly worth men¬ 

tioning. This is the popular Mounds Reverse variety 

with bulges throughout the wreath.3,995 
Pedigreed to "Frossard" per the NGC holder, however, 

the specific sale held by Frossard is not identified. Perhaps it 

was an outright purchase from Ed Frossard, rather than an 

auction item? No examples in Del Bland's Condition Census 

have pedigrees traced back to dealer Ed. Frossard. It is too bad 

that there is not more information, for a pedigree to "Frossard" 

is about as meaningful as a pedigree to "Mehl," "Stack's," 

"Bowers and Merena Galleries," or "Chapman"—very gen¬ 

eral in nature. 

Superb 1794 S-44 Large Cent 

Short Bust Variety 

1794 S-44. Short Bust variety. AU-55. An extraordi¬ 

narily lovely example of the date, a coin that is 

unquestionably worthy of the assigned grade in 

all respects. Somewhat glossy olive-brown with 

sharp design details and exceptional aesthetic 

appeal. One must look long and hard to find even 

a minor blemish on this beauty! Why not make 

this one the centerpiece of your large cent collec¬ 

tion7 You probably won't find a nicer specimen 

within the grade range, especially for just. 4,995 
Struck from lightly clashed dies. Diagnostic obverse die 

crack runs from the back of the liberty cap, downward through 

the field and across the 17 in the date. A reverse crack runs 

from the rim between S and O, downward to the top of the N 

in ONE. 

Important 1799 Normal Date Cent 

1799 S-189. VF-20 (NGC). The famous 1799 large cent 

reportedly the subject of an extensive 19th-cen¬ 

tury search by numismatist Joseph J. Mickley, 

with this date representing his birth year. Attrac¬ 

tive dark steel brown surfaces with lighter gray¬ 

ish brown devices. This is an extremely important 

opportunity.19,950 
Pedigreed to "Newcomb" per the NGC holder, however, 

specific pedigree details are not currently available. Regard¬ 

ing pedigrees, to be really useful there has to be a notation that 

is unique, such as "Dunham Collection" (which permits attri¬ 

bution to the Dunham Collection Sale by B. Max Mehl, June 

1941), or some sort of a time notation, such as "Chapman 

brothers, direct purchase, January 1901." 

The subject of pedigrees is a very interesting one and 

would be good focal point for a discussion. Sometimes a 

pedigree can be very lengthy and, hopefully, interesting to the 

reader or intending buyer—witness the long list of pedigrees 

attached to each of the 15 different 1804 dollars in Dave 

Bowers' 1999 book about the 1804 silver dollar, or the wonder¬ 

ful ownership string for the Abbey 1799 large cent sold from 

the Eliasberg Collection (1996), or, recently, the Indian Peace 

medals in our May 2001 sale, pedigreed back to the time, place, 

and individuals involved in their presentation. 

Pleasing 1800 Normal Date Cent 

The Q Variety 

1800 S-197 AU-53 (PCGS). This is a lovely example of 

the Q variety, so named due to die chips through 

the first 0 in the date, turning that digit into an 

upper case Q. A few tiny spots and other abra¬ 

sions are present, none serious.3,295 
Pedigreed to Howard Newcomb, per the PCGS holder. 

No additional pedigree details are known to us. Howard 

Rounds Newcomb, of Detroit, is one of the great figures in 

American numismatics. He did much research and inquiry 

into the die varieties of Barber silver coins, Morgan dollars, 

and other silver issues, but this distinction is 1 ittle remembered 

as he never published his data in book form. His book on 1816- 

1857 copper cents, published by Stack's in 1944, in various 

revisions and with other books drawing from it, stands today 

as the standard reference in the series. 

Impressive 1803 Large Cent 

S-243, No Stems Reverse 

1803 S-243. No Stems. Rarity-2+. AU-55 (NGC). 

Glossy chestnut surfaces are essentially devoid of 

marks of any substance, and the eye appeal is ex¬ 

quisite. Once you see this coin, you'll probably 

wish all your early date large cents could look so 

fine! An impressive example of the popular vari¬ 

ety without stems on the reverse wreath, and with 

a broadly repunched final S in STATES.2,350 

1804 Restrike. MS-63 BN (NGC). Lustrous medium 

brown with somewhat reflective fields. A beauti¬ 

ful "patchwork" die restrike.995 
Popularly called a "restrike," this variety is not such, as 

neither obverse nor reverse die was ever used in 1804. Some¬ 

time in the 1860s an unknown person took a rusted, broken 

obverse die of 1803 (S-261), tooled and lapped it and amateur¬ 

ishly changed the last digit from a 3 to a 4, and combined it with 

a reverse of 1820 (Newcomb-12), the last being a different 

design (with continuous wreath) than employed in 1804. 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania dealer Charles Steigerwalt com¬ 

mented in The Numismatist, February 1907, about the "re¬ 

strikes" of the 1804 and 1823 cents. Concerning the 1804' 

" 11 was supposed that the 1804 came from the same source 

as the 1823, but the originator of those disclaimed any knowl¬ 

edge of the 1804. An effort was made in a recent sale catalogue 

to throw an air of mystery around this 1804. That is simply 

ridiculous. The obverse has been identified as an 1803, but if 

that date was too common, a crude 4 was cut over the 3 and a 

reverse of the period after the fraction was omitted, probably 

of about 1816 or later, was used in striking these abominations. 

By whom struck is unknown, but it was at a period long after, 

when the dies were rusty, and certainly not at the Mint." 

Apparently, the intent was to create a "filler" for cent 

collectors, not to deceive. Multiple examples of this curious 

cent began appeared on the market in 1868 and attracted 

notice at the time. For many years the 1804 "restrike" has 

become popular in its own right, and many numismatists 

aspire to have an example of this and also the 1823 "restrike" 

in their collections. 

1805 S-267. Net EF-40, sharpness and quality of AU- 

50 or slightly finer, but with a hint of microscopic 

porosity in places. Still, a beautiful example of the 

only variety of the date. Superb medium tan with 

some deeper highlights. This is an "eye-catcher" 

of a large cent, definitely a strong value.1,395 

Desirable 1810/09 Cent 

1810/09 S-281. EF-45. Mottled dark brown and lighter 
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tan surfaces of choice quality. This delightful ex¬ 

ample retains considerable lustre in the protected 

areas.3,950 

Lustrous 1814 Cent 

1814 S-295 AU-58. Although technically graded AU-58, 

this example retains virtually full frosty lustre over 

dark steel brown and lighter tan surfaces. Cer¬ 

tainly, many would offer this example as fully Mint 

State. In fact, we nearly described this as Mint State 

ourselves, until we considered the effects of very 

light traces of wear! This example has the aesthetic 

appeal of MS-63 or finer examples.4,250 

1817 Newcomb-12c. VG-10 (SEGS).159 

1818 N-10. MS-63 RB. A lovely example with consid¬ 

erable mellow orahge mint lustre.695 

Gem 1820 N-13 Cent 

Exceptional! 

1820 N-13. Large Date. MS-65 RB (PCGS). Mostly red 

with a generous quotient of lustre. In fact, this 

90% to 95% original Mint red coin has more "red" 

than some coins we've seen graded MS-65 RD. 

Wonderful eye appeal. A splendid 1820 N-13 cent 

of the quality which makes us regret that we only 

have one such coin in our inventory.1,950 

1820 N-13 Large Date. MS-65 BN. (PCGS). Sharply 

struck with highly lustrous tan surfaces accented 

bv pale blue toning. Among Randall Hoard vari¬ 

eties from 1816 to 1820, this die variety is the most 

sharply detailed, a wonderful candidate for the 

type collector.1,195 

1823/2 N-l. F-15. Medium brown. A rarity, an elusive 

date (along with its "normal" date counterpart) 

that is always in demand. A few stray marks are 

present, but the overall appeal is that of a slightly 

finer grade.495 

Amazing 1823 Restrike 

Ex Naftzger Collection 

1823 Restrike. MS-66 RB An amazing example with 

fully prooflike fields and outstanding orange 

lustre, just beginning to fade to light brown with 

bluish highlights. This is one of the most attrac¬ 

tive examples we have ever seen. The Naftzger 

pedigree is an extra feature, "Ted" Naftzger be¬ 

ing the pre-eminent connoisseur of large copper 

cents in the second half of the 20th century (and 

a connoisseur of just about anything else he col¬ 

lected!).2,395 
Late die state with bisecting obverse die crack and branch 

to border. The reverse crack is nearly fully developed, how¬ 

ever, remains very faint from wreath the R. 

CharlesSteigerwalt's comment on this variety was printed 

in The Numismatist, January 1907 (this commentary being 

related to the 1804 restrike notes quoted earlier): 

"So-Called Mint Restrike Cents: While at a recent sale, the 

lacking information regarding the 1823 was given by an aged 

collector, who told how, years ago, he had found the dies in 

New York, probably sold with old iron from the mint, brought 

them to Philadelphia, had a collar made, which was lacking, 

and the coins struck by a man named Miller on 7th Street that 

city. Later, the dies came into possession of a then leading 

dealer there and, when his store was sold out in 1885, the 

writer finding them among a lot of old dies purchased, they 

were at once destroyed so effectually that no more will ever 

come from that source. These coins never saw the Mint, and 

are counterfeits pure and simple." 

We have not located Miller on 7th Street, Philadelphia, 

and the perusal of Philadelphia directories from the 1860s — 

which might yield clues—awaits a leisure hour. The dies were 

not destroyed, and survived thereafter. As to the veracity of 

the statement about "Miller," as it seems to have been heard in 

1906, or decades after the restriking took place, only further 

investigation will disclose. 

From the collection of R.E. Naftzger, }r. Earlier from Elmer 

Sears to T. James Clarke. 

Another Amazing 1823 Restrike 

Ex Naftzger Collection 

1 ONE | 
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1823 Restrike. MS-65 RD. A second wonderful ex¬ 

ample with fully red surfaces and just a hint of 

delightful pale blue toning on the highest points. 

The various cent restrikes were the subject of a 

talk presented by Mark Borckardt at the 1996 ANS 

Coinage of the Americas conference. Nice pedi¬ 

gree! .2,395 
Very late die state with obverse and reverse die cracks 

fully developed, including a branch from the primary reverse 

die crack through TE of STATES. 

From the collection of R.E. Naftzger, Jr. 

1823 Restrike. MS-62 BN (NGC). Glossy brown sur¬ 

faces. Another delightful example of this popular 

non-Mint product, concocted well after 1823 from 

discarded dies, including a reverse die from 1813. 

Later die state, heavy rim cud on the obverse, 

crack extends nearly across portrait of Liberty, 

with another crack descending from the rim 

above her head.1,150 
Asearlv as the mid-1800s, collectors recognized the rarity 

of the 1823 Matron Head cent, along with such other large cent 

rarities as the 1799 and 1804 issues Restrikes of the 1804 and 

1823 issues were made to fill the holes in collections for 19th- 

century collectors, and are avidly collected todavasa link with 

numismatics from that era Today, the 1804 and 1823 rettnkes 

are avidly collected as worthwhile varieties in their own right 

1830 N-4. Rarity-2. AU-55. Sharply struck w ith con¬ 

siderable lustre. A lovely example for the special¬ 

ist.629 
This employs the same obverse die used on N-3 and N-10, 

with a prominent raised scribe line in the field near the dentils, eti 

1833 N-3. MS-65 BN (NGC). Double Profile Highly 

attractive light browm w ith a whisper of very' faint 

orange mint lustre. The profile is completely 

doubled from chin to forehead. Graded MS-60 in 

the J.R. Frankenfield sale.995 
A note about grading: two different sets of grading stan¬ 

dards are utilized for these coins. Many coins in this listing are 

from the recent J.R. Frankenfield Collection sale held bv 

Superior Galleries in February 2001. Grades in that catalogue 

were based on the conservative standards emploved by mem¬ 

bers of the Early American Coppers Societv. Since the sale, 

these coins have been certified, mostly by Numismatic Guar¬ 

anty Corporation, using market grading standards which are 

generally more optimistic. In any event, and regardless of 

which set of standards you prefer, one purpose of grading is 

to provide a comparison of similar coins. 

Regarding grading and different standards such as men¬ 

tioned above, coins graded by very conservati ve standards often 

sell for much more money, and thus when they are regraded to 

"market standards" the values come out about the same 

1837 N-3. Plain Hair Cords, Large Letters. MS-64 BN 

Lustrous and attractive with splashes of orange 

lustre.595 
Plain Hair Cords — this being the traditional stvle. In this 

year the Beaded Hair Cords were adopted and were used 

continuously in later years, save for the 1839/6 (a special 

situation, as it was created from an old-style die made in 1836). 

Gem Mint State 1837 Cent 

Beaded Hair Cords Introduced 

1837 N-12. Beaded Hair Cords. Head of 1838. MS-65 

BN (NGC). Lustrous dark olive with considerable 

orange mint lustre. From the recent J.R. 

Frankenfield Collection where this coin was con¬ 

servatively graded MS-60+. 1,575 

1837 N-13. Rarity-2+. Plain Hair Cords. MS-64 BN 

Dark bluish steel lustre with considerable faded 

orange mint lustre.1,275 

Lovely Gem 1838 Cent 

1838 N-3. MS-65 RB (NGC). This delightful cent has 

nearly complete orange lustre on the obverse, just 

beginning to fade to light browm. The reverse is 

mostly darker brown and is fully lustrous with 

splashes of lighter tan. From the Frankenfield sale 

there graded MS-63. 1,895 

Superb 1840 Cent 

Comment: "Wow!" 

1840 N-2. Small Date over large 18. MN-t*b RB 
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(NGC). This superb gem is from the J.R. 

Frankenfield Collection where it was graded 

MS-63+, with the "+" later turning into three 

points of grade! We would be delighted to buy 

similar coins if graded MS-63! This example is 

among the finest we have offered. A dazzling, 

indeed "wow" quality coin!.6,995 

Gem Mint State 1841 Cent 

1841 N-2. MS-65 BN (NGC). This date is very scarce in 

Mint State and seldom found in gem quality. Sat¬ 

iny bluish steel lustre with traces of original orange 

mint lustre, especially on the reverse. A thin 

planchet lamination is noted through N of ONE. 

Graded MS-60 in the Frankenfield sale.3,250 

Lovely 1843 Petite Head Cent 

1843 N-4. Large Letters. MS-66 RB (NGC).Very lus¬ 

trous and mostly mint red obverse and lustrous 

brown reverse. An exceptional example of a 

highly desirable head puncheon type.7,500 

Gem 1843 Petite Head Cent 

1843 N-9. Small Letters. MS-65 BN (NGC). Lustrous 

with some mint red evident on both sides. 2,750 
The Petite Head, first made by Gobrecht in 1839, was 

employed until part way through 1843, after which the Mature 

Head cents became standard. 

1845 N-8. MS-64 RB (NGC). About 50% mint red on 

both sides and rare so.925 

Gem 1845 N-10 Cent 

Elusive R-3 Variety 

1845 N-10. Rarity-3. MS-65 RB (NGC). Much mint 

red is evident on both sides, and fully worthy of 

the Red-brown designation.2,950 

1846 Small Date Cent 

1846 N-7. Small Date. Rarity-2+. MS-65 BN (NGC). 

Lustrous medium brown with great appeal. 2,250 
At the Mint in 1846 there was something unusual going 

on with the preparation of four-digit date logotype punches, 

and several highly interesting variations were produced, some 

of them rather amateurish. Idiosyncrasies are most evident in 

the half cent, cent, half dollar, and quarter eagle series. 

Superb 1847 Recut Date Cent 

1847 N-l. Recut Date. Rarity-2. MS-66 RB (NGC). 

Lovely mint red and brown surfaces, virtually 

devoid of defects, all digits of the date show recut¬ 

ting to the left.2,450 

Delightful 1847/7 Cent 

Recut 7 in Date 

1847/7 N-2. MS-64 BN (NGC). Sharply struck with 

exceptional deep brown surfaces and traces of 

orange lustre on the reverse. Third finest known 

for this die variety. Graded MS-60 in the 

Frankenfield sale.2,350 
Large 7 over tiny, "fancy top" 7. A four-digit logotype 

intended for a smaller diameter coin was touched to the cent 

die in error, and, apparently, all traces of the incorrect punch 

were effaced except the 7—the top of which remains very 

boldly defined, protruding above the final digit of the date. 

Choice 1847 N-5 Cent 

Recut 84 in Date 

Remarkably High Grade 

1847 N-5. MS-64 RB (NGC). A pleasing example from 

the j.R. Frankenfield sale where this was graded 

MS-60+. Delightful mottled orange and brown 

lustre on the obverse with mostly olive on the re¬ 

verse. A scarce variety. This example is tied for 

finest certified.2,995 

1848 N-23. MS-65 BN (NGC). Lovely medium brown 

surfaces. A coin with a great deal of old-fashioned 

eye appeal. Would that all MS-65 BN cents were 

this nice!.995 

1850 N-4. MS-65 BN (NGC). Choice glossy brown 

surfaces with lots of mint color in protected areas. 

Excellent eye appeal, outstanding for the date or 

type.875 

1850 N-21. MS-66 BN (NGC). Satiny dark brown with 

considerable underlying orange lustre. An attrac¬ 

tive example of this late die state, often seen from 

an old hoard. Graded MS-63 in the Frankenfield 

sale.1,295 

1851 N-2. MS-65 BN (NGC). Lustrous olive-brown sur¬ 

faces with considerable orange mint lustre.875 

Stunning Gem 1851/81 Cent 

GEE 

1851/81 N-3. MS-65 RD (PCGS). This is one of the 

most amazing large cents we have handled. Ab¬ 

solutely amazing full orange lustre on obverse 

and reverse. This cent is almost literally un¬ 

changed from the day it was struck. A few tiny 

abrasions are scattered across Liberty's head on 

the obverse. Intermediate die state with the often 

seen heavy die lines on the obverse not present on 

this example. The recut date features, however, 

are bold and sharp. We believe this lovely gem to 

be the finest known example. One of the finds 

from a recent buying trip.11,750 

1851 N-23. MS-65 BN (NGC). Sharply struck with 

pleasing brown surfaces and considerable orange 

lustre. Graded MS-60+ in the Frankenfield cata¬ 

logue.995 

Lovely Gem 1851 Cent 

1851 N-25. MS-66 BN (NGC). An exceptional ex¬ 

ample with frosty light tan lustre and sharp de¬ 

sign features. From the Frankenfield sale there 

graded MS-60. 1,595 

1853 N-l. Rarity-2+. MS-65 BN (NGC). Exceptional 

dark steel brown surfaces with considerable or¬ 

ange lustre. The reverse, however, is almost en¬ 

tirely dark brown. From the Frankenfield sale and 

graded MS-62+ in that catalogue.895 

1853 N-10. MS-65 RB (NGC). Great lustre with brick 

red surfaces. About 80% red!.850 

1853 N-ll. MS-65 BN (NGC). Sharply struck with 

pleasing light brown surfaces and traces of orange 

mint lustre. Tied for third finest known. Graded 

MS-62+ in the Frankenfield catalogue.975 

Gem 1853 Cent 

1853 N-14. MS-65 RB (NGC). Nearly lull orange lus¬ 

tre is partially faded to steel brown with sharp 
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design details and exceptional aesthetic appeal. 

This delightful cent was graded MS-64 in the 

Frankenfield sale.1,595 

1853 N-22. MS-65 RB (NGC). Deep brown obverse 

with considerable underlying orange lustre. The 

reverse is much brighter orange and is just begin¬ 

ning to fade to light brown.1,295 

Lovely Gem 1854 N-7 Cent 

1854 N-7. MS-66 BN (NGC). An exceptional gem with 

full dark brown lustre and sharp design features. 

A delightful example that was conservatively 

graded MS-60+ in the Frankenfield sale.1,595 

1854 N-8. MS-65 RB (NGC). An exceptional gem from 

the Frankenfield sale where this was graded MS- 

63+. Virtually full red is just beginning to fade to 

very light brown, mostly evident on the highest 

points. This example is third finest known for the 

variety.1,295 

Proof 1854 Large Cent 

1854 N-12. Rarity-6. Proof-63 BN (NGC). Pedigreed 

to the Howard Newcomb sale, apparently in 1945. 

Chocolate brown with splashes of tan.6,950 
One of the great names in cent collecting, Howard R. 

Newcomb was considered to have one of the finest collections 

of high-grade large cents in existence. He began in numismat¬ 

ics at a very early date, and joined the ANA in 1894 after 

having attended its annual convention, held that year in his 

home town of Detroit. 

His early interests seem to have been centered upon silver 

coins, often solicited with the request, "perfection desired." 

Later, he became involved with large copper cents, which 

seem to have been his last and greatest love. He wrote several 

definitive texts on the subject, with his aforementioned classi¬ 

fication of the 1816-1857 varieties still being the main reference 

used by collectors today. 

His holdings were catalogued by Macallister and sold by 

Wayte Raymond in 1945. Newcomb's life dates are 1877-1945. 

One of the sharpest-eyed and most knowledgeable collectors 

of his era, Newcomb was prominent for many years and today 

is primarily remembered for his still-used 1944 book on 1816- 

1857 large cents. (Commentary adapted and expanded from 

our catalogue of the John W. Adams cents, 1982) 

Outstanding 1854 N-24 Cent 

1854 N-24. MS-66 BN (NGC). Attractive dark ol¬ 

ive-brown with exceptional aesthetic appeal. 

This example is tied for finest known. From the 

Frankenfield sale where this was graded MS- 

62.1,995 
From the collection of Floyd Starr. 

1854 N-27.MS-64 RB (NGC). An exceptional example 

with considerable orange lustre blended with 

steel brown. A small mark is visible in the right 

obverse field. Graded MS-62 in the Frankenfield 

mIc .795 

1855 N-4. Upright 5's. MS-66 RB (NGC). Consider¬ 

able orange lustre is just beginning to fade to dark 
steel brown.1,195 

1855 N-4. Upright 5's. MS-65 RB (NGC). Virtually 

full red with traces of light brown and few very 

minor imperfections.995 

1855 Upright 5's Cent 

1855 N-5. Upright 5's. MS-66 BN (NGC). Lustrous 

light tan obverse with much mint red evident on 

the reverse.5,750 

1855 Slanting 5's Proof Cent 

1855 N-10. Slanting 5's. Proof-63 BN (NGC). Dark 

chocolate brown with very reflective fields.4,750 

1855 N-12. AU-58. Lustrous olive and steel brown. 195 

Proof-Only 1856 Cent 

1856 N-5. Slanting5. Proof-66 BN (NGC). Medium to 

chocolate brown surfaces. Extremely sharply 

Ask to See It! 
Any coin listed here can be sent to 

you for approval inspection. In that 

way you can carefully examine all as¬ 

pects of the piece. These early coins are 

very attractive and interesting, and of¬ 

ten in-person inspection is more re¬ 

vealing than are short descriptions in 

the present listing. Each coin has been 

selected based upon its eye appeal, 

overall quality, and value. 

struck on all details with deeply mirrored sur¬ 

faces.7,995 

1857 N-l. Large Date. MS-65 BN. Considerable faded 

orange lustre on both obverse and reverse. A 

lovely example of the final large cent issue. 1,375 

1857 N-l. Large Date. MS-64 RB This wonderful 

example has very nearly full mellow orange mint 

lustre just beginning to fade to attractive light 

brown. Examples of this final issue are seldom 

encountered with orange lustre.1,375 

Another Stunning Proof 1857 Cent 

1857 N-3. Small Date. Proof-64 BN (NGC). Com¬ 

pletely fully struck and well centered with 

wide rims. Pleasing dark chocolate brown sur¬ 

faces.6,250 

Small Cents 
What shall we say about collecting small cents? 

Actually, this field is so popular, so widely enjoyed, 

that it hardly needs any encouragement from us. 

Each time we get a bunch of Flying Eagle, Indian, and 

Lincoln cents, they leave our inventory as fast as if 

they had wings. 

If small cents are your forte, you'll enjoy our tpwl- 

ity. If you are seeking low, low price, you will NOT 

find it here —simply because we often pay well over 

"bid" and other listings if a coin has a combination of 

proper (to our eye) numerical grade, excellent strike, 

and, most important of all, excellent aesthetic appeal. 

The last is a quintessential quality —vou won't see a 

rating for "quality" listed on a certified holder, nor a 

listing for quality coins in price guides. However, 

probably more so than in any other popular branch of 

American numismatics, quality is highly important 

when buying copper coins. 

In any event, one of the reasons our little cents 

seem to have little wings and fly out so rapidly is that 

most Bowers and Merena clients are serious numis¬ 

matists, not newcomers, and appreciate what we do. 

Enjoy the latest selection for our Rare Coin Rmeio 

Mark Borckardt, Gail Watson, Gordon Wrubel, and 

others have been traveling all over the place to write 

checks and buy quality coins —and you are the ben¬ 

eficiary from their connoisseurship! 

Flying Eagle Cents 
1858 Large Letters MS-64 (PCGS) Satiny and highh 

lustrous honev gold surfaces. A thoroughly plead¬ 

ing example of one of America's most popular 

type coins—everyone loves beautiful qualitx Fl\ 

ing Eagle cents!. 1,2^5 

Mav-lune 2001/Kare Coin Rrnnr # 141 



Jk- 

This & That 

CREATIVE THINKING: To generate 

electricity to help with the California 

shortage it has been proposed that pig 

manure be processed for its methane gas 

and that old tires be burned for fuel. 

(ABC News) 
• • • 

PEDIGREES: Increasingly, numisma¬ 

tists have valued pedigrees attached to in¬ 

teresting coins, this being no more obvious 

than with pieces from the S.S. Central 

America. Now comes a feature article by 

Chris Pilliod in Coin World, in which he 

discussed Lot 145 in the Christie's sale De¬ 

cember 2000 (catalogued by the staff of 

Bowers and Merena Galleries for 

Christie's), a Capped Bust half dol¬ 

lar, extensively eroded and with a 

large hole, recovered from the S.S. 

Central America, and encrusted 

face-downward onto a piece of 

wood. On a good day "this 

crusty coin is a $20 burial for the 

buyer. However, add the Central 

America pedigree and a piece of 

bulwark and watch where the 

hammer falls. After spirited bid¬ 

ding the successful owner was dealer 

Sheridan Downey, who specializes in 

Capped Bust half dollars, with the gavel 

falling at an astounding $2,500." Further, 

"This might be the lowest grade Bust half I 

ever purchased," Downey was quoted as 

saying. 
• • • 

COMPUTER GRADING: This is per 

Stuart Segan in his Coin World "Trends" 

column (excerpt): "The fiasco that was 

computer grading ended in the early 

1990s. A noble idea, rich with the hobby's 

best interests, was just a few development 

cycles away. Millions of dollars later, lots of 

anguish, ruined friendships and in some 

cases ruined reputations —nothing, nada, 

zip. Since that time it's almost as if it never 

happened. Few ever bring it up." 
• • • 

HOW THINGS HAVE CHANGED: 

Editor Henry B. Dawson, Historical Maga¬ 

zine, August 1867, took great exception to 

an address given by Dr. Henry M. Pierce, 

president, to the first graduating class of 

Rutgers Female College: "If the Doctor is 

right, a woman should learn just what her 

brothers learn, because she was not made 

to be come the slave but the equal of her 

husband; but while we admit that the hus¬ 

band and wife should be equals, we see no 

more reason, because of that, that she 

should be taught his classics, and engineer¬ 

ing, and law, than that he, for the same rea¬ 

son of their equality, should be taught her 

needlework, and cookery, and nursery 

songs." 
• • • 

THANKS, BETH: In a recent issue of 

Coin World, editor Beth Deisher credited the 

S.S. Central America treasure coins and in¬ 

gots and the "Ship of Gold" display as one 

of the most beneficial things that has hap¬ 

pened to the rare coin hobby in recent years. 
• • • 

IT IS SIMPLY AMAZING and also 

wonderful that buyers of coins and ingots 

from the S.S. Central America are so excited 

about owning these treasures. Just about ev¬ 

eryone thinks about keeping them for years 

and years, rather than trading in and out, as is 

often done with rare coins these days. 
• • • 

THE "SHIP OF GOLD" EXHIBIT 

has just sailed to Omaha, Nebraska, 

where under the direction of nu¬ 

mismatic curator Larry Lee (a su¬ 

per knowledgeable and enthusias¬ 

tic person), the items are set up at 

the Durham Western Heritage 

Museum. As Guide Michelin 

might say if they covered Ne¬ 

braska, the exhibit is "worth a 

special trip." 
• • • 

"TIME BRINGS ALL 

THINGS," it has been said. Just 

about anyone who has ever built a 

beautiful collection has done this by add¬ 

ing a generous measure of patience to their 

efforts. Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., Emery May 

Holden Norweb, John Jay Pittman, Will¬ 

iam Forrester Dunham, and just about ev¬ 

ery other well-known numismatist kept at 

the game for decades, ignoring market 

trends, etc., and concentrating on the plea¬ 

sure of numismatics. In time, just about all 

long-sought rarities were acquired. 
• • • 

SECOND GENERATION: "Mv Dad 

bought coins from you in 1956," a recent 

letter began. "He died a few years ago, and 

1 recently came across his collection. Al- 
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though I have not been a collector mvself, 

my Dad mentioned you often. 1 am getting 

interested mvself, and if you send me a 

catalogue, I might make a purchase." Edi¬ 

torial comment: No sooner requested than 

done. 
• • • 

VOTE THE LAND FREE: Your editor 

has more or less concluded that it was 

the National Reform Association in 1844 

that counterstamped scads of large cop¬ 

per cents with the inscription, VOTE 

THE LAND FREE. Nearly all that exist 

are dated 1844 or earlier, with large 

"clumps" of pieces being dated in the 

preceding several years. Gregory Brunk 

and Russell Rulau (when they speak 

about counterstamps, everyone lis¬ 

tens!) have each reported stray 

pieces dated 1845-1848, but 

upon inquiry, both said that 

they had never seen such pieces 

in person, nor had photographs 

been examined. If anv readers 
j 

have further ideas, write to 

QDB. 
• • • 

ANA MUSEUM EXHIBIT: At 

American Numismatic Associa¬ 

tion Headquarters in Colorado 

Springs, museum curator Robert 

Hoge is busy arranging new ex¬ 

hibits including marvelous coins 

from the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Re¬ 

search Foundation. At the end of 

the second week of July a grand 

ceremony is planned —fortu¬ 

itously at the conclusion of the 

ANA Summer Seminar, assuring 

that many interested collectors 

will be on hand. 
• • • 

SPEAKING OF THE ANA SUMMER 

SEMINAR, as an attendee and sometime 

keynote speaker ever since the 1960s we 

heartily recommend this event as a won¬ 

derful way to spend a week in the shadow 

of the Rocky Mountains. Check it out! 
• • • 

KUDOS TO KRAUSE PUBLICA¬ 

TIONS for all they do to promote the 

hobby. We were reminded of this the 

other day when receiving a note about 

the new inductees in the Numismatic 

Ambassador program. This particular 

honor, set up years ago by Chet Krause 

and Cliff Mishler, is a process whereby 

collectors, journalists, dealers, and others 

associated with numismatics are voted 

upon to be "Numismatic Ambassadors," 

receive a beautiful plaque, and once a 

year are treated to a fine breakfast at an 

award ceremony by Krause Publications. 

Over the years many wonderful con¬ 

tributors to numismatics have been thus 

honored, including quite a few people at 

the local and regional level who have 

helped with coin clubs, programs and 

the like. 

• • • 

COLUMBIA RIVER: In the course of 

doing some research that led to your 

editor's book, The Treasure Ship S.S. 

Brother Jonathan, we spent quite a bit of 

time reading about and studying images 

of the Columbia River as it appeared in 

the late 19th century. This was a natural 

paradise with waterfalls, beautiful rock 

formations, gorges, areas of smooth wa¬ 

ter, and other features all blended into a 

very memorable combination. Then, in 

the 20th century, several dams were built 

on the river, with the result that todav 

the Columbia River is a rather blah series 

of lakes with rocky shores —scarcely wor¬ 

thy of even a second glance by a tourist 

or nature lover. In a recent issue of Na¬ 

tional Geographic we noted an article, "A 

River Dammed: Tamed for Power, 

Stripped of Salmon: What Next for the 

Columbia River?" It seems the destruc¬ 

tion of this natural paradise is now at¬ 

tracting attention. 
• • • 

TYPICAL OF THE TIMES: Someday, 

Bowers and Merena Galleries staffers 

could write a book, Bank Vaults VJc Have 

Visited. We've probably seen the best part 

of a thousand over the years. Anyway, 

banks have undergone so many 

changes in recent years that it is 

now rare to see the title "Na¬ 

tional Bank" as part of a name. 

Not so long ago we were in a 

vault in the Lone Star State, and 

the lady attendant stated that in 

the years she had worked there, 

the bank had undergone six dif¬ 

ferent ownership changes! In 

Baltimore, where Louis E. 

Eliasberg, Sr., used to hold forth 

at the Baltimore National Bank 

with his collection in a special 

vault, the name of the bank has 

changed several times since 

we've been visiting the 

Eliasberg family. Here in 

Wolfeboro the former Wolfeboro 

National Bank is now the Citi¬ 

zens Bank, with a handful of 

other names in between. And, 

where did the name "banc" 

come from? 
• • • 

SPELL CHECKERS: Spell-checking 

programs on computers sometimes pro¬ 

mulgate typographical errors, albeit cor¬ 

rectly spelled ones. Thus, your editor in 

reviewing some things in a recent auc¬ 

tion catalogue draft was able to "catch" 

such curious items as the "assignation" 

of President John F. Kennedy in Novem¬ 

ber 1963, and a certain colonial coin that 

was consigned "without providence" 

(provenance was intended). 
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Indian Head Cents 
Indian Head cents have long been a popular series, 

but never as much so as today. The market has 

changed over the years, and this series seems to have 

'come of age." Even still, there are many excellent op¬ 

portunities, especially when searching for rare 

varieties. As always, we recommend cherrypicking for 

quality, as we noted in the introduction to the small 

cents section. We do this when we buy for stock and 

recommend that you do the same. When you compare 

price, do not forget to compare quality as well. Over a 

long period of time many collectors with a penchant 

for quality have found our coins to be just what they 

have hoped for. It is for this reason that once a connois¬ 

seur "discovers" Bowers and Merena Galleries, he or 

she tends to stay with us forever. In a way, this is very 

profitable for us, as we do not have to spend money to 

entice a continuing stream of new faces. 

1860 MS-64. Lustrous.329 

1862 MS-65 (PCGS). A glittering gem Mint State ex¬ 

ample of an ever popular issue. Pale rose irides¬ 

cence graces honey gold surfaces. A lovely 

example of what the old timers in the hobby refer 

to as "white" cents.975 

1864 Bronze. MS-66 RB (NGC). Flashy lustre, about 

90% mint red (!) with little brown evident on the 

surfaces. Hurry and buy it before someone else 

does!.595 

1864 Bronze. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and 

brown surfaces about 75% red.195 

1865 Fancy 5. MS-65 BN (PCGS). Attractive with 

plenty of subdued red.395 

1866 MS-63 BN (ANACS). Lustrous medium brown 

surfaces.295 

1867 VF-20.119 

1868 MS-64 BN (PCGS). Beautiful chocolate brown 

faded from mint color mixed with mottled red. 

Excellent eye appeal and lustre for this low-mint¬ 

age Indian and unlikely to remain long at.... 495 

1869 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown. 925 

1870 MS-64 RB (NGC). Mostly red.775 

1871 MS-65 BN (PCGS). Deep chocolate brown and 

violet with blushes of red. Fully struck and bril¬ 

liantly lustrous, this cent is choice for its assigned 

grade. The 1871 and 1872 are second in rarity af¬ 

ter the famous 1877 among cents of this decade. 

Over a period of years we believe we have had 

fewer pieces dated 1871 than 1872. 1,295 

1871 AU-58 (PCGS). Pleasing medium brown with 

sharp design features.479 

1872 F-15. Medium brown surfaces.329 

1872 F-12. Attractive light brown.309 

1874 MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lustrous satiny surfaces with 

attractive mint red at the rims. A superb coin! 350 

1875 MS-65 RB (NGC). Great eye appeal with a nice 

blend of red and brown.925 

1875 MS-65 RB (PCGS). Sharply struck with natural 

light orange mint lustre beginning to tone. High¬ 

lighted by light brown on both obverse and re¬ 

verse.925 

1875 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown. 

Sharply struck with lilac highlights.395 

1876 MS-65 RB (NGC). Bright mint red with light 

brown fields. With excellent strike, lustre, and 

visual appeal, this coin would impress even the 

fussiest collector and is likely to thrill the savvy 

enthusiast of the series.1,325 

1876 MS-65 RB (PCGS). 70% red with light coppery 

green faded from color. A beautiful and lustrous 

specimen of this much sought after Indian cent 

date rarity.1,325 

1877 EF-40 (NGC). Rich, attractive brown surfaces. A 

lovely coin!.1,395 

1877 F-15 (ANACS). Nice attractive medium brown 

surfaces.995 

1877 VG-10 (NGC).745 

1877 Fair-2 (PCGS).319 

1878 MS-65 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown sur¬ 

faces with lots of red on both sides.995 

1879 MS-65 RB (NGC). Well struck with 90% red sur¬ 

faces. Wonderful!.295 

1883 MS-65 RB (NGC). A very nice example of this 

issue. The surfaces are mostly red.299 

1883 AU-50.29 

1885 MS-65 BN. (NGC). Lustrous medium brown 

with generous amounts of mint red in the pro¬ 

tected areas of legends and devices. A very 

pleasing gem specimen of the most elusive single 

date of the decade. A find for the advanced col¬ 

lector.595 

1885 MS-64 RD (NGC). Lustrous red.775 

1886 Type I. EF-40 (ANACS).129 

1886 Type II. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and 

brown with a highlights of iridescent colors. 1,295 
The Type II variety has the last feather of the headdress 

pointing between the C and A of AMERICA as opposed to the 

Type I where the last feather points between the I and C. The 

Type 1 was minted from 1859 to 1886 and Type II was minted 

from 1886 to 1909. 

1895 MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. . 639 

1899 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown. 109 

1908 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Lovely mint red with faint 

fuchsia highlights at the extreme peripheries. Im¬ 

maculate reflective surfaces with only a light 

planchet void visible below A in STATES under 

magnification. Outstanding eye appeal and a coin 

that would prove difficult to improve upon. 1,275 

1909-S Indian. VF-25 (NGC). Medium brown with 

nice details for the assigned grade. Rare and 

popular, a low-mintage key date that is always in 

demand.475 

1909-S Indian. VF-25. Attractive medium brown sur¬ 

faces.475 

1909-S Indian. F-15.475 

1909-S Indian. F-12 (PCGS). A nice "middle grade" 

specimen of this American classic; very pleasing 

detail and eye appeal but still only.525 

Lincoln Cents 

For many numismatists, Lincoln cents are the first 

series collected, especially among young collectors. 

For some, this beginning turns into a serious spe¬ 

cialty, for others, the Lincoln cent collection is 

replaced by other interests. For those in the former 

category, we have several scarce, high-quality coins 

in stock, and are always looking for more nice ex¬ 

amples. Never collected this series before? Discover 

many less expensive coins to start out. 

As we can sell choice Lincoln cents faster than we 

can buy them —or so it seems —if you have a choice 

set of Lincoln cents, or some extra specimens of some 

of the key issues, a Bowers and Merena Galleries 

check is waiting for you! 

As guides to appreciation and collecting, there are 

several fine books on Lincoln cents, one of-which we 

publish, The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents, by David 

Lange. This guide tells you just about all you ever 

wanted to know about Lincoln cents from 1909 on¬ 

ward, plus a lot of things you probably never 

dreamed of asking about! 

1909 V.D.B. MS-66 RD (PCGS). Lustrous red.145 

Superb 1909-S V.D.B. Cent 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-66 RD (PCGS). A stunning gem 

example with deep orange lustre and extremely 

sharp design features. One of the most famous 

rarities in all of numismatics, a date that even non¬ 

collectors are familiar with. How many of us 

spent our childhood looking for this date in 

pocket change? Here is a beautiful specimen that 

would easily be the crowning glory to any Lincoln 

cent collection.6,495 

Gem Uncirculated 1909-S V.D.B. 1C 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-65 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and 

brown surfaces, a satiny and appealing gem Lin¬ 

coln cent in all respects.2,250 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-63 RB (PCGS). Nicely struck with 

lustrous red and brown surfaces.1,275 

1909-S V.D.B. AU-55 BN (PCGS). A lustrous brown 

cent.895 

1909-S V.D.B. EF-40 (PCGS). Medium brown surfaces 

with the V.D.B. strong.755 

1909-S V.D.B. F-15. Attractive medium brown sur¬ 

faces with a strong V.D.B.569 

Superb Proof 1909 Lincoln Cent 
Matte Proof-66 RD 

1909 Lincoln. Matte Proof-66 RD(PCGS). \ttractive 
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Matte Proof surfaces. Very difficult to find at this 

grade level and color.2,695 

1911- D MS-64 RD (NGC). Brilliant red. Quite elusive 

in this grade, and generally found on the market 

one coin at a time.595 

1912 Matte Proof-65 BN (NGC). Deep violet and 

faded red with excellent eye appeal. An attractive 

specimen if you are assembling a set of Matte 

Proof Lincolns or a neat "spice" piece for a set of 

circulation strikes. Scarce this nice.775 

1912- S MS-65 RB (NGC). Sharply struck with an at¬ 

tractive blend of orange lustre and dark brown 

toning.1,195 

1914-D VG-10.129 

Bright and Beautiful 1914-S Cent 

1914-S MS-64 RD (PCGS) Well struck with bright red 

surfaces. Very difficult to locate with such a high 

quality appearance. Another find for the quality¬ 

conscious buyer.3,150 

1914- S MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lustrous brown surfaces 

with a few hints of original mint orange.895 

1915 MS-65 RB (PCGS). Mostly red.295 

1915- D MS-65 RB (NGC). Virtually full orange lus¬ 

tre.395 

1916- S MS-65 BN (NGC). Choice chocolate brown 

with much red and an excellent full strike. A su¬ 

premely attractive specimen of this issue, which 

is nearly impossible to find this fine.995 

1917- D MS-65 RB (NGC). Sharply struck with mel¬ 

low faded orange lustre.635 

1917-S MS-64 RD (PCGS). Satiny and lustrous red 

surfaces show a whisper of deeper red on the high 

points. A very elusive date in choice Mint State; 

very few examples of the date exist at this level 

despite a very generous mintage of more than 32 

million pieces. Don't miss this one!.1,395 

1921 -S MS-63 BN (PCGS). Lustrous brown with some 

red evident on both sides.195 

High-Grade 1922 "Plain" Cent 

1922 No D. EF-45 (PCGS). Smooth chocolate 

brown.1,995 

1922 No D. VF-35. One of the most desired of all 

Lincoln cent varieties, and one of the most cu¬ 

rious.975 

1925 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Full mint color and excep¬ 

tional lustre. Not rare but certainly splendid in 

appearance.215 

1925-S MS-64 BN (PCGS). Lustrous with some fades 

red visible.395 

1929 MS-66 RD (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful... 215 

1929 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.215 

1930 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1933 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1934-D MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1938 Proof-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1938 Proof-63 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1938-D MS-67 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red. 129 

1938-S MS-67 RD (PCGS).Brilliant red. None graded 
higher by PCGS.119 

1938-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red.36 

1939 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red. We have re¬ 

cently purchased a truly marvelous holding of 

superb gem Lincoln cents of the 1930s and 

1940s—coins which are available easily enough in 

lower grades but which in the superb quality of¬ 

fered here can be called elusive, scarce, or in some 

instances even rare. If quality is your forte, avail 

yourself of what we offer-as the pieces certainly 
will not last long!.32 

1940 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1940 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red.32 

1940-D MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red.32 

1940-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1941 MS-66 RD (PCGS).32 

1942- S MS-66 RD (PCGS).59 

1943 Steel. MS-67 (PCGS).55 

1943 Steel. MS-66 (PCGS).35 

1943- D Steel. MS-66. (PCGS).39 

1943-S Steel. MS-66 (PCGS).39 

1946-D MS-66 RD (PCGS).32 

1949-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red.39 

1953 Proof-66 Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1954 Proof-68 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1955-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.42 

1964 Proof 69 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red with a Cameo 

obverse.59 

1964 Proof-68 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red with Cameo 

obverse.39 

1966 SMS. MS-67 RD (PCGS).49 

1967 SMS. MS-67 RD (PCGS).49 

1972 Doubled Die. MS-63 RD. Brilliant.269 

1972 Doubled Die. MS-62 RD. Brilliant.249 

Two-Cent Pieces 
"Experiences of a Rare Coin Dealer in the Field of 

Two-Cent Pieces," the latest installment: 

In issue No. 138 of the Rare Coin Review we had an 

embarrassingly small selection of this interesting se¬ 

ries, and apologized. Then, in issue No. 139, we 

bounded back: "Our selection is quite nice (a dra¬ 

matic change from our last Rare Coin Review listing, 

for which we had to make an apology!)." 

Then in No. 140 we noted: "Now we have to 

apologize again! We wish we had more. However, 

they sell so fast (the same seems to be true of about 

ei’erything we offer) that we cannot keep up with the 

demand. If you squirreled awav a few thousand dol¬ 

lars' worth of choice two-cent pieces a few decades 

ago, we invite you to reap a nice profit by trading 

your hoard for one of our checks! Our business is just 

the opposite of most retail activities. Most of our 

travel time and advertising expense is spent buying 

coins. Selling is the easy part. Sometimes we think it 

would be nice to be a seller of electronic equipment, 

or cars, or whatever, where there is an unlimited sup¬ 

ply. But, we don't really want that. It is stimulating to 

chase two-cent pieces!" 

Here we are now at No. 141: Due to quite a bit of 

searching we've been able to add a handful of choice 

two-cent pieces to our inventory. While we are not 

fixated on tw'o-cent pieces, thev do illustrate how dif¬ 

ficult it is to find really nice examples of 19th-centurv 

coinage in certain series. If we were to lower our stan¬ 

dards and simply buy any certified two-cent piece 

offered in a particular grade, the following listing 

would have dozens and dozens of pieces. But, it 

doesn't. And, that, we think, is the wav it should be. 

Gem 1864 Small Motto Two Cents 

Key Rarity 

1864 Small Motto. MS-65 BN (PCGS). Lovely me¬ 

dium brown surfaces with hints of red. Boldly 

struck. A winning example of a key raritv. 1,695 
The Small Motto variety plainly shows a stem and the 1 

in TRUST is very close to the ribbon crease. This variety is the 

scarcer of the two. 

1865 Large Motto. MS-65 RB (PCGS). A very nice 

mixture of the colors indicated, ideal for a date of 

ty pe set.519 

1864 Large Motto. MS-65 BN (PCGS). Lustrous me¬ 

dium brown surfaces.439 

1865 MS-65 RB. "Fancy" 5. The ever-popular 

woodgrain blend of red and brown toning. Ideal 

for the type collector.495 
There are two interesting varieties of this date; the tip of 

the 5 is either plain or curved ("fancy"), the last being the style 

usually seen. 

1869 Proof-65 RB (NGC). Reflective surfaces with 

nearly full mint red, only lightly faded in places. 

A beautiful two-cent piece.875 

1870 Proof-66 RB (NGC). Pale bronze surfaces. 1,350 

Gem Proof 1870 Tw o Cents 

1870 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). Bright and reflective, with 

lightly frosted motifs and mirrored fields. A 

popular date with type collectors, especially so 

when found so nice.2,350 

Gem Proof 1872 Two Cents 

Rare Date 

1872 Proof-65 RD (PCGS) Blazing red w ith lrost\ 

devices. A splendid specimen of this ko\ date 

Comparable high-grade circulation strikes arc 

virtually non-existent, thus placing additional 

demand on Proofs such as this 2,395 
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Nickel 3<t Pieces 
Wish we had more three-cent pieces. However, the 

ones that we do have are quite nice. Take a look: 

Three-cent pieces of nickel alloyed with copper 

were introduced in 1865 to provide a medium of ex¬ 

change. Silver three-cent pieces had been minted 

since 1851, but the Treasury Department had stopped 

paving them out when it suspended specie payments 

in 1862 during the Civil War. 

Although the 1865 nickel three-cent piece was 

minted in large numbers, demand for it failed to ma¬ 

terialize, and the introduction of the Shield nickel the 

next year sealed its fate. 

For present-day numismatists this specialty com¬ 

prises a short and sweet series, from 1865-1889, 

including several scarce and rare issues, however, 

very easy to complete. There are no "impossible" rari¬ 

ties, coins that are out of reach of the average 

collector. In fact, depending on condition, the entire 

set can be completed easily with a modest budget. As 

you scan the following offerings, remember, you'll 

appreciate our quality and value. 

1868 MS-65 (PCGS). Highly attractive light gray with 

reflective fields and lustrous devices.875 

1869 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces 

with frosty devices. An earlier Proof issue and in 

considerable demand.1,075 

1869 MS-65 (PCGS). A frosty gem of nearly 

unimprovable quality, a coin possessed of ex¬ 

treme eye appeal and sharpness of strike. All you 

could want in a gem, and then some!.1,095 

1878 Proof-65 (PCGS). Frosty devices on reflective 

gray and coppery fields. Another Proof-only rar¬ 

ity, produced in Philadelphia without attendant 

circulation strike coinage. Tiny lint mark in left 

obverse field as struck and noted for accuracy. An 

excellent gem Proof specimen.785 

1881 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with deeply mirrored 

fields. A lovely cameo example.775 

1881 MS-64 (NGC). Lustrous light gold surfaces. 239 

1888 Proof-65 (NGC). An attractive cameo ex¬ 

ample.575 

1888 Proof-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive... 395 

Silver 3<t Pieces 
We are three-cent piece challenged! Help! Sell us 

some! After all, the American economy is supposed 

to be in a recession, etc. Good time to raise some 

money. Our check awaits! The secret is that the rare 

coin market often runs just the opposite of the Ameri¬ 

can economy —or, why else did we have an all-time 

record of direct sales business in the first quarter of 

2001 ? Quality has something to do with it, we like to 

think But, the market is strong as well. 

Silver three-cent pieces, or trimes as the govern¬ 

ment called them, were authorized under the Act of 

March 3,1851, and contained the unique alloy of 75% 

silver and 25% copper, in contrast to the standard 

composition of 90% silver and 10% copper. In 1854 

the alloy was changed to the regular composition. 

1854 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces. First 

year of the Type II design. Scarce in all grades and 

quite rare in Mint State.695 

Choice Proof 1856 Trime 

An Elite Rarity! 

Seldom Seen in Proof Format 

1856 Proof-63 (PCGS). A lovely cameo Proof with fully 

brilliant silver obverse and reverse. Proof ex¬ 

amples of this Type II design are quite elusive. A 

highly important specimen that will delight the 

type collector and trime specialist alike.4,695 

Notable 1858 Trime 

Rare So Fine 

1858 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A very attractive speci¬ 

men of the last year of the Type II silver three-cent 

piece. Not at all easy to find in Mint State, espe¬ 

cially at this level.1,495 

1859 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. First year of the final 

design type. A lovely specimen recently ac¬ 

quired.329 

1862 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.1,050 
We've been around along to remember the 1950s when it 

was not unusual to find little groups of this date on the 

market — from several to, say, a dozen pieces all in one place, 

the remnants from some long-ago inventory, perhaps 

Raymond, Proskey, or Henry Chapman. 

Gem Proof 1867 Silver Three Cents 

Rare Date, Rare Grade! 

1867 Proof-66 (PCGS). Attractive cameo Proof with 

light iridescent toning. The late 1860s and early 

1870s saw a series of silver three-cent pieces with 

extremely low circulation strikes plus Proof mint¬ 

ages, the latter being scarce today, but the only 

practical way to obtain high-grade pieces.. 2,395 

Nickel 5<t Pieces 

Shield Nickels 
Shield nickels are the first coins of the denomina¬ 

tion struck in nickel alloy, introduced during the 

continuing shortage of small denomination silver 

coins, when citizens were forced to use Fractional 

Currency notes, which soon became tattered and 

torn. First introduced to the public in 1866, this de¬ 

nomination and composition has been an important 

part of our circulating coinage ever since. 

Our offering is quite nice and includes several 

particularly choice and/or rare pieces. 

1866 Rays. MS-63 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces 

with hints of rose on reverse. A very nice example 

of the first year of issue of this denomination, and 

one of just two years with rays on the reverse. 475 

1866 Rays. EF-40. Pewter gray surfaces.129 

1867 Rays. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. 

The key circulation strike among earlier dates in 

the series. Not at all easy to find in this high 

grade.995 

1867 Rays. AU-53. Golden surfaces. Rarer than appre¬ 

ciated.279 

1867 Rays. EF-40. Attractive golden surfaces. Rare. 

We always buy coins of this variety when we 

see a nice combination of grade, quality, and 

price.179 

1868 MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous light champagne sur¬ 

faces.595 

1869 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous light iridescent sur¬ 

faces.795 

1869 AU-58 (PCGS). Nearly full lustre.99 

1870 MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck with satiny light 

gray lustre.439 

1871 Proof-63. Reflective medium gray with light iri¬ 

descence and splendid visual appeal. Choice for 

the grade.369 

1872 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely Proof with moderate 

cameo contrast.575 

1872 EF-40.59 

1875 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. An underrated issue in 

Mint State.435 

1875 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant with some splashes of 

gray. Scarce date.229 

1879/8 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant and satiny cameo 

Proof with light gold. Perhaps tow or three times 

scarcer than the "perfect date" Proof.1,075 

1879/8 Proof-66 (PCGS). Flashy with hints of blue and 

gold toning. An exceptional example of this 

Proof-only overdate issue.1,075 

1881 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant. While Proofs are not 

rare per se, the date 1881 is a key to the series, as 

the circulation strike production was small.. 895 

1881 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with delicate golden 

toning. Ever popular due to the related low circu¬ 

lation strike mintage.725 

Liberty Head Nickels 
By date from 1883 through 1912, the series is 

readily collectible, with only 1885,1886, and 1912-S 

being somewhat rare. Of course, high-quality pieces 

are not easy to find for any date (we do the work for 

you and find them!). 

Our listing comprises many different dates in the 

series. Pick the ones that interest you the most. 

1883 No CENTS. Proof-65 (PCGS). Fully struck and 

reflective with pale champagne and golden irides¬ 

cence on silver gray surfaces. Bright and attrac¬ 

tive; this would make a distinctive addition to a 

Call To Order 
800-222-5993 
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first class type set as a specimen of this "No 

CENTS" variety. Scarcer than the "With CENTS" 

variety in Proof.1,350 

1883 No CENTS. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous.229 

1885 AG-3. Key date.239 

1894 MS-65 (NGC). A stunning gem with radiant 

light gray lustre and very light peripheral 

champagne toning. One of the scarcer dates in 

the era.875 

1899 MS-65 (PCGS). Light champagne toning over 

satiny light gray lustre.575 

1900 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous light champagne sur¬ 

faces.229 

1901 MS-64 (NGC). Lustrous with a hint of golden 

surfaces.209 

1903 Proof-65 (PCGS). Reflective field with hints of 

gold and blue.595 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1905 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1907 MS-63. Lustrous with light golden surfaces.125 

1907 MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous.99 

1912-D MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive with 

deep golden surfaces. First Denver Mint coin of 

this denomination, and an issue which we have 

found to be quite elusive. It may come as a sur¬ 

prise to read that over the years we have had 

more of the lower mintage 1912-S nickel in MS-64 

grade than we have had of the 1912-D. A find for 

the connoisseur and specialist.495 

1912-D MS-63. A fully lustrous specimen of this lone 

Denver Mint issue of the Liberty nickel with light 

champagne surfaces. Though very easy to locate 

in circulated grades, it is quite difficult to find in 

this state.345 

1912-D MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous light golden sur¬ 

faces.295 

Lovely Mint State 1912-S Nickel 

Remarkably Low Mintage! 

1912-S MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces. By 

far the lowest mintage date in the Liberty Head 

nickels series, the 1912-S is difficult to locate 

choice in any grade. Ever since the year of issue 

this has been recognized as a key variety, and 

because of this it is likely that, say, 1,000 to 2,000 

pieces were saved by coin collectors and dealers 

in 1912 and 1913 —a lot in proportion to the col¬ 

lecting population of the time, but very view in 

terms of the market today. In the 1950s we would 

occasionally come across the 1912-S nickels in 

groups of two, three, or four Uncirculated pieces, 

left over from such holdings. Today the supply is 

widely distributed, and choice Mint State speci¬ 

mens are encountered one at a time, and not very 

often.1,795 

1912-S VG-10. Full LIBERTY on the coronet.129 

Buffalo Nickels 
If you like Buffalo nickels, you'll love doing busi¬ 

ness with Bowers and Merena Galleries. And, good 

news' Our selection is very nice, as we've been very 

fortunate in recent buying trips and have brought 

home some truly high quality pieces. 

"Headquarters for Choice Buffalo Nickels." We 

could put up a sign saying this, as the series is one of 

our favorites. For many years, we have made a spe¬ 

cialty of these coins. We invite you to "discover" our 

inventory and tap it as a source to build your per¬ 

sonal collection. Through our portals have passed 

some of the nicest pieces in existence. 

We expend much effort to acquire truly choice 

pieces. Numerical grading and certification is only 

one part of the equation. If you are a newcomer to 

numismatics, you might not recognize this. However, 

if you buy coins here and there, especially "bargains," 

you will quickly learn. Experimentation is a natural 

process, and we invite you to do this. When you are 

all done, we think you will appreciate that finding 

choice pieces can be a great challenge. Would that it 

were as simple as just seeing a number on a certified 

holder and buying the coin! 

However, we are up to the challenge, and when¬ 

ever we travel to buy Buffalo nickels, we look 

through hundreds of pieces to find those few that are 

just right for us and, ultimately, you. 

If you are just beginning a specialty in Buffalo 

nickels, this listing offers a particularly extensive se¬ 

lection — one of the finest ever. If you are an advanced 

specialist, then we invite you to order pieces that you 

still need. Either way, a very nice selection of high- 

quality pieces awaits you! 

Superb Matte Proof 1913 Buffalo Nickel 
Only Year of Type I Issue 

Gem Matte Proof 1913 Nickel 

Buffalo, Type II 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.1,995 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. MS-66 (\(5Q. Brilliant i ham 

pagne surfaces with hints of blue and light gold 

highlights around the peripheries.895 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. MS-66 (PC ( 5) Brilliant < ham 

pagne surfaces.895 

Gem Matte Proof 1914 Nickel 

1914 Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant golden surfaces 

with hints of blue and rose. Matte Proof Buffalo 

nickels were made by treating the surface of the dies 

to impart a matte surface. The same was done with 

Lincoln cents. However, for certain (but not all) go/d 

Proofs of the era, the surface was added later by 

sandblasting the coins after they were struck. The 

present coin is of exceptional quality.1,795 

1914-D MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces give 

this coin very pleasing visual appeal A nice ex¬ 

ample of this early Denver Mint date.419 
This coin has a small rim cud on the obverse around tour 

o'clock, a tiny break on the edge of the die that manifests as a 

small raised area at the rim. These formed a very popular area 

of error collecting some years ago, though it seems interest 

(and the healthy premium) in such items has largely abated 

Still, a scarce and interesting phenomenon. 

1914-D VF-30 (PCGS).119 

1914- S MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces. 425 

1915 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous with 

golden highlights.525 

1915- D MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous with a hint of gold at 

the rims.299 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. Matte Proof-67 (PCGS). This 

exceptional gem example is sharply defined with 

outstanding aesthetic appeal. A truly splendid 

Matte Proof Buffalo nickel, one of 1,520 Proofs of 

the date struck. James Earle Fraser's classic all- 

American design type at its finest!.6,375 

Impressive Gem Matte Proof 1913 Buffalo 5C 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. Matte Proof-66 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant with a touch of golden iridescence. The strike 

is strong, the lustre is frosty, and the overall ap¬ 

peal says "gem" in no uncertain terms.3,295 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous golden 

surfaces.129 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous golden 

surfaces.75 

Very Rare Gem Matte Proof 1916 Nickel 

1916 Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). Bright splashes of irides¬ 

cent orange grace delightfully bright and satinv 

surfaces. Only 600 Proofs of the date were pro¬ 

duced, the lowest Proof production figure in the 

Buffalo nickel series. The overall attractiveness of 

this gem specimen, coupled with the small mint¬ 

age figure, makes for a most appealing addition 

to your collection. Only infrequently do we have 

an example to offer for sale.2,995 

1918/7-D F-15 (PCGS). Pewter gray and olive with 

even wear and excellent eye appeal for the grade. 

Overdate is bold to the naked eve. This impres¬ 

sive overdate ranks with the boldest "mint mis¬ 

take" varieties of the 20th century such as the 

1942/1-D dime and the 1955 Doubled Die cent, 

most Buffalo nickel collectors seek to own one. 

This nice example can be yours for only ... 1,395 

Lovely 1918-D Buffalo Nickel 

1918-D MS-64 (PCGS). Lovely example w ith light 

blue, golden rose and lilac toning over lustrou'- 
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surfaces. Typical strike among Buffalo nickels of 

this decade, with light central definition.... 1,595 

1920-S VF-20.79 

1923- S EF-45 (PCGS).299 

1924- D AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with light 

iridescent toning.295 

1926-S EF-40 (PCGS). One of the most important va¬ 

rieties in the series, a "must have" coin for the 

advanced collector who does not want to pay 

multiples more for a Mint State example.825 

1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and very appealing. 

A premium example.1,195 

1930-S MS-65 (PCGS). Hand selected quality —gor¬ 

geous! .539 

Superb Gem 1934 Nickel 

1934 MS-67 (PCGS). Eye-catching satiny lustre on 

bright gray surfaces. One of the finest certified of 

this fairly common date (in lower grades), with 

only 10 pieces graded and none graded higher. 

Perfect for inclusion in a fine set.3,195 

Gem Satin Proof 1936 Nickel 

1936 Type I. Proof-67 (PCGS). Light gold peripheral 

toning. An exquisite and beautiful specimen of 

the first Proof nickel to be made since 1916 (or, per 

some listings, since 1917).1,850 

Brilliant Gem Satin Proof 1936 Nickel 

1936 Type I. Proof-67 (PCGS). Smooth cartwheel 

lustre and subtle gold toning on immaculate 

surfaces. With its bold strike, every detail of 

the design is brought out and the eye appeal 

is excellent. A truly impressive display of 

this classic design in near unimprovable 

form.1,850 

Amazing Superb Proof 1936 Buffalo Nickel 

Brilliant "Type II" Finish 

1936 Type II, deep mirror Proof surfaces. Proof-67 

(PCGS). Outstanding! One of the finest we have 

ever laid eyes upon!.2,995 

Gem Brilliant Proof 1936 Nickel 

1936 Type II. Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant. The so-called 

"Type II" (Variety II would be better nomencla¬ 

ture) with mirror rather than satin fields. .. 2,995 

1936 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.109 

1937 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. The second of only 

two Buffalo nickel years to be made with the mir¬ 

ror Proof finish.995 

1937 MS-67 (PCGS). Fully struck and very appeal¬ 

ing with bright pewter gray surfaces. Satiny 

lustre abounds on this unimprovable Buffalo 

nickel.395 

1937-D MS-66 (PCGS). Boldlv struck, subtly toned, 

and very choice.99 

1937-D MS-65. Silver gray and very pleasing.67 

1937-D MS-65 (PCGS). A lustrous gem with outstand¬ 

ing eye appeal for the grade.67 

Mint State 1937-D 3-Legged Nickel 

1937-D 3 Legged. MS-61 (NGC). Sharply struck with 

lustrous light gray surfaces. A pleasing example 

of this very popular and scarce variety.1,750 

1937-D 3-Legged. EF-45 (NGC). Light gray with am¬ 

ber highlights.679 

1937-D 3 Legged. EF-40 (PCGS). Light gray with 

golden highlights.575 

1937- D 3 Legged. VF-20 (PCGS). A nice example of 

this scarce variety.495 

1938- D Buffalo. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1938-D Buffalo. MS-65. Brilliant.39 

1938-D Buffalo. MS-64. Brilliant.29 

1938-D/S Buffalo. MS-66 (PCGS). Beautiful lustre 

and eye appeal. A great specimen of this exciting 

and interesting variety. When this was first dis¬ 

covered in the early 1960s, QDB verified it and 

wrote the announcement for the front page of 

Coin World.299 

Jefferson Nickels 

Not so long ago Gordon Wrubel and Mark 

Borckardt latched on to a fantastic group of high 

quality Jefferson nickels. They have been selling like 

hotcakes, and our inventory is being rapidly dimin¬ 

ished, even as these words are being written. In fact, 

the only two which we still have in depth are 1940-D 

and 1946-D. Some of the others are one-of-a-kind in 

our stock. Each coin has been hand-selected for qual¬ 

ity. We expect that by our next Rare Coin Review 

nearly all will be gone. 

1938 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.59 

1940-D MS-66 Full Steps (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1941 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1942- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1943- P MS-67 (NGC). Lustrous champagne.49 

1943-P MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1945- P MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1946- D MS-66 FS (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1946-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1947 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1948-S MS-66 FS (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1948-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1950 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant. None graded 

higher by PCGS.1,295 

1851 Proof-66 (PCGS). Nearly full cameo. 109 

1954 Proof-68 Cameo (PCX .S). el)S 

1954 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS). ' 

1966 MS-67 SMS (PCGS) . 13 

COIN QUIZ 
In each of the ten groups of coins given 

below there is a coin which never existed. 
Can you identify the imaginary coin in each 
group? Score yourself as follows: 0 or 1 
identified. Poor; 2 or 3, Fair; 4 or 5 Good; 
6 or 7, Fine; 8 or 9, Excellent; all 10, Per¬ 
fect. 
1. Half cents: (a) 1797, (b) 1827, (c) 1833, 

(d) 1853. 
2. Lincoln cents: (a) 1920-D, (b) 1930-D, 

(c) 1932-D, (d) 1934-S. 
3. Nickels: (a) 1927-D, (b) 1932, (c) 1951- 

D, (d) 1954-S. 
4. Half dimes: (a) 1797, (b) 1804, (c) 1864, 

(d) 1873-S. 
5 Dimes: (a) 1797, (b) 1872-S, (c) 1906-D, 

(d) 1930-D. 
6. Twenty-cent pieces: (a) 1875-S, (b) 1875- 

CC, (c) 1876-S, (d) 1876-CC. 
7. Quarters: (a) 1877-S, (b) 1906-S, 

(c) 1920-S, (d) 1940-D. 
8. Half dollars: (a) 1816, (b) 1847/6 

overdate, (c) 1870-S, (d) 1934-D. 
9. Silver dollars: (a) 1878-S, (b) 1899-0, 

(c) 1925-D, (d) 1935. 
10. Gold coins: (a) 1869-S gold dollar, 

(b) 1911 quarter eagle, (c) 1854-0 three- 
dollar gold piece, (d) 1884 twenty-dollar 
gold piece. 

Answers to Coin Quiz: l-B, 2-D, 3-B, 4-B, 
5-D, 6-C, 7-B, 8-A, 9-C, 10-A. 

Dove and Jim ot the 1959 A.N.A. 

Convention in Portland, Oregon 

Nostalgia trip: the feature given above is from our Empire Topics, the title of our magazine at the 

time, tins being I^ue No. 8, November-December 1959. Shown at the right are Dave Bowers and 

jim Ruddy, (Turners of Empire Coin Company. 
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A Special Introductory Offer for You! 

Save $50, $100, or more! 

Here is how our CPP can work for you: 

Each month (or other interval of your liking) a pack¬ 

age of choice, rare, and interesting coins will arrive in 

your mailbox! Each coin will be carefully hand-picked 

for its eye appeal and quality, and priced to be a good 

value. We guarantee it! 

You pick the series you like best: 

• Indian cents 

• Type set of U.S. Coins 

• Commemorative half dollars 

• Liberty Walking half dollars 

• Franklin half dollars 

• Morgan silver dollars 

• Double eagles 

• United States gold coins 

—you name it! 

You let us know the grades you prefer. If you want only 

PCGS coins, or NGC coins, or “raw' coins, let us know 

and we will comply. We will review the coins and pick 

only the pieces we would like to have for our collection. 

We invite you to build a beautiful and meaningful 

collection with some of the world’s greatest numismatic * 

experts at your service. The Bowers and Merena Collec¬ 

tion Portfolio Program is the most convenient way to 

build a significant collection in the specialty of your 

choice. Join today and get a jump start on your collection 

by taking advantage of the special package offers below. 

Plus, receive a PCGS encapsulated New Hampshire 

quarter as a special thank you for your membership! 

2000-P 2SC 
From Bowers And Merena 

With Thanks 
New Hampshire Sample 

Debbie McDonald 

Gordon Wrubel 

Debbie McDonald, backed by our expert numismatists 

including Gordon Wrubel, Mark Borckardt, and 

Dave Bowers, will personally make each selec¬ 

tion for you, keeping track of coins you 

already have. Current CPP members agree 

that personal service, quality of coins ac¬ 

quired, and flexibility are the greatest at¬ 

tributes of our Collection Portfolio Program. 

Here is what you will receive each month: 

Month by month, your collection will 

grow. You and your family will enjoy your 

coins and will be proud to own, study, and 

display them. 

And, here’s an additional attraction for Collec¬ 

tion Portfolio Program members: Each coin will 

be invoiced at a special 4% discount from our 

regular list price! 

And, that’s not all. In addition to quality coins and 

personal service and attention, you 11 receive our peri¬ 

odical publications, the Rare Coin Review and The Coin 

Collector free of charge. 

Here is how to join: 

Telephone Debbie at 1-800-222-5993, credit card in 

hand. Let her know your collecting interests, the amount 

youwouldlike to spend each month (minimum: $100), 

and the grades you would like to collect. Your first 

shipment of beautiful coins will be in your mailbox 

before you know it! 

Flexibility is our middle name. Feel free to change the 

grade you desire, your monthly payment, or the series 

you collect. If you are like most of our clients, you'll be 

a “happy camper’ for a long time. 

Coin collecting is a really great hobby. As a member of 

our Collection Portfolio Program you’ll have a great 

time! We look forward to having you with us. 

Jump Start Special Offers: 

It’s easy to get a jump start or^ y,ur coll ection. 

Simply decide what series you wAkl like toLollect. 

Then let Debbie hand select $50(1 list price in coi ns for 

you and pay only $450. Or, seleot $1,000 list pace in 

coins and pay only $900. Get^f giant leap on kour 

collection by ordering $5,000 luf price in coins and 

pay only $4500! These special of l^p are good fur your 

first month's selection onlv. 



JL by Q. David Bowers 

Numismatic Quiz 
Seek and Ye Shall Find! 
(If You Look Hard Enough!) 

We give clues concerning 10 different 

American numismatic or related items. How 

many can you identify? Get four or more right, 

and you are doing well. Get five or six right, 

and you are in the expert class or close to it. 

Get more correct, and you should send in your 

resume and, at the same time, sign up to give 

a presentation at the next Coinage of the 

Americas Conference. 

1. S'posin you wanted to find a hip¬ 

pocampus on a United States item. Where 

would be a good place to look? 

a. On an 1896 pattern five-cent piece. 

b. On the 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee copper 

cent. 

c. In the background distance on the reverse 

of the 2001 North Carolina state-reverse Wash¬ 

ington quarter. 

d. On the 1915-S Panama-Pacific commemo¬ 

rative gold quarter eagle. 

2. Let's say that you would like to 

see five Morgan silver dollars, all in a row, 

represented in print. Where might you 

turn? 

a. To a certain 1886 Silver Certificate currency 

note. 

b. To page 187 of A Guide Book ofU.S. Coins, 

2001 edition. 

c. To an advertising trade card published in 

1878 by J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Massachusetts, 

for Ayer's Sarsaparilla. 

d. To the latest edition of the PCGS Popula¬ 

tion Report. 

3. At the early Philadelphia Mint one 

problem encountered now and then was: 

a. Mother cats giving birth to kittens in the 

Die Vault. 

b. The too-frequent use of rum by workmen. 

c. Mistakenly adding gold alloy to copper 

cents, such as in 1814. 

d. Allowing local numismatists to help make 

dies for Proof coins, sometimes creating errors 

in the process. 

4. Another Mint item: Chief Coiner 

Franklin Peale in the 1840s is said to have 

employed Mint workmen to: 

a. Secretly strike 1842 Small Date cents with 

Proof finish, for sale to John Allan of New York 

City. 

b. Construct a "noisy sofa" which squeaked 

and squawked when sat upon. 

c. Travel to South Paris, Maine, to visit 

Mount Mica in search of tourmaline specimens 

for the Mint Cabinet. 

d. Install in his own home the first bathtub 

to be used in the city of Philadelphia. 

5. Who besides Lafayette is depicted 

on the obverse of the 1900 Lafayette dol¬ 

lar? 

a. George Washington 

b. Col. William Murray 

c. William McKinley 

d. Benjamin Franklin 

6. If you were to have an "American 

Beaver" medal — a nice item to own — which 

of the following triads of terms would be 

associated in one way or another (perhaps 

only peripherally) with it or a related 

muling? 

a. Vexator Canadiensis, Scott Joplin, National 

Reform Association 

b. Sansom, Julian, Greenslet 

c. Dice Mi Nana, J.S. Ormsby, Franklin Buck 

d. Comitia Americana, Series Numismatica, 

Sage's Numismatic Gallery 

7. If you look through the Annual Re¬ 

port of the Director of the Mint for various years 

in the 1870s you will find mention of the vari¬ 

ous branch mints including, from time to 

time, San Francisco, New Orleans, and 

Carson City. There are also frequent men¬ 

tions of another place which was called a 

mint, but during that decade never struck 

any coins. Which is it? 

a. Denver Mint 

b. Pocatello Mint 

c. After Dinner Mint 

d. Newport Mint 

8. Cartoon characters are sometimes 

associated with numismatic items. Which 

one of the following is not one of these? 

a. Orphan Annie dime (1844 dime). 

b. Bugs Bunny half dollar (certain 1955 half 

dollars) 

c. Mickey Mouse currency (issued by 

Disney) 

d. Green Hornet twenty-cent piece (1876-S 

struck in copper) 

9. All but one of the following is true. 

Which is false? 

a. Some 1999 Proof coins were pre-struck in 

1998. 

b. All 1900 Lafayette dollars were struck in 

1899. 

c. 1964-D Peace dollars were struck in 1965. 

d. 1836 Gobrecht silver dollars with starless 

reverse were struck in 1836. 

10. According to Edgar H. Adams, "At 

one of Frossard's sales at Kennedy's Fifth 

Avenue Auction Rooms, on December 20th, 

1894 a specimen described as 'Very Fair' 

sold for $120. It was this cent that inciden¬ 

tally caused the historic fight when 

Frossard and another prominent dealer, 

both veterans, rolled around the floor of the 

auction room, trying to kick each other, and 

the late H.P. Smith lost a diamond pin in 

the confusion incidental to separating 

them." What, indeed, was this little cent 

that caused all the commotion? 

a. 1839 Booby Head. 

b. 1795 "Jefferson Head" cent. 

c. 1793 "Clover Leaf" or "Strawberry Leaf." 

d. 1801 Three Errors Reverse. 
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United States Silver Coins 

Half Dimes 
We really like half dimes —perhaps not with the 

favor that Harold P. Newlin expressed, but still with 

a generous measure of enthusiasm. At the moment 

we are embarrassingly short of 1794-1805 half dimes 

(please sell us some nice ones!) but do have some 

very nice Capped Bust and Liberty Seated varieties, 

herewith offered: 

Capped Bust Half Dimes 
1830 Valentine-11. LM-2. Rarity-4. MS-64 (NGC). 

Pleasing champaghe surfaces with excellent lus¬ 

tre and splendid visual appeal. Perfect for inclu¬ 

sion in a Mint State type set.1,275 
At Bowers and Merena Galleries buying coins takes much 

more effort than selling them —just the reverse of most busi¬ 

nesses. We travel constantly from coast to coast, from North to 

South, attending coin shows, visiting other dealers, purchas¬ 

ing private collections, and otherwise acquiring examples for 

our stock, always with an eye for quality. You as a Bowers and 

Merena customer are the beneficiary. 

1833 V-l. LM-10. MS-64 (PCGS). Champagne and 

amber toning blends nicely with subtle irides¬ 

cence. Well struck from lightly clashed dies. A 

lovely high-grade specimen.1,275 
The obverse die is well executed. The reverse die is the 

same used to coin 1831 V-l. 

1835 V-3. LM-3. Large Date, Large 5. MS-64 (NGC). 

Brilliant silver gray with superb cartwheel lustre. 

An appealing specimen of this type.1,250 
It is worthy of note that Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy 

in America was first published in 1835 in Belgium, which 

should give an accurate indication of just how new a nation the 

United States was the year this splendid little half dime was 

struck. 

This was the era in which Europeans visited Young 

America, as some called it, and went back home to report on 

what they had seen and done. In the most memorable such 

instance, Charles Dickens, whose stories had been serialized 

in popular American magazines and who was well admired, 

visited the United States, was feted in the major cities, but then 

went home to "trash" our country, much to the surprise of his 

former hosts. 

Liberty Seated Half Dimes 
1838 No Drapery. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous.595 

1841 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant with a whisper of gold at 

the rims.295 

1843 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. While 

Mint State half dimes of the 1840s are encountered 

with some regularity, at the gem level as here of¬ 

fered they become quite rare.1,375 

Gem 1849/6 Half Dime 

1849/6 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Well 

struck and very attractive. The overdate feature is 

very bold. On the reverse there are several inter¬ 

esting die cracks.3,750 

Gem Uncirculated 1853 Arrows Half Dime 

1853 Arrows. MS-65 (PCGS). Frosty, lustrous, sharply 

struck, and aesthetically appealing. What more 

could one desire in an example of this popular 

type issue? A definite gem.2,150 
Our inventory includes many interesting, choice, and 

rare coins. Enjoy our selections, then get set to enjoy the 

ownership of the pieces you choose. 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.595 
Arrows were added to the date to signify the reduced 

weight authorized by the Act of February 21,1853. Although 

the weight stayed at the reduced level, arrows were used only 

through 1855, then discontinued. The Arrows design ex¬ 

tended to the half dime, dime, quarter dollar, and half dollar 

series, but not to the trime or silver dollar. The trime had a 

lower intrinsic value and metal composition, and the Liberty 

Seated dollar was allowed to "float" with its meltdown value 

being more than its face value, even after 1853. Such dollars 

were mainly used as bullion coins in the export trade to the 

Orient. 

1853 Arrows. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.295 

1853-0 Arrows. AU-55 (NGC). Light golden centers 

with blue and amber peripheral toning.169 

1857 MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck and lustrous with 

fully brilliant surfaces.675 

1858 VF-25. Light amber surfaces.169 

1870 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Very dif¬ 

ficult to locate at this grade level.1,195 

Dimes 
Our offering of early dimes commences with a 

decent 1802, then goes to a memorable Mint State 

1807, then to some really nice Capped Bust pieces 

(check the 1829 Proof!). Then follow Liberty Seated 

dimes, always a popular series. 

Draped Bust Dimes 

Important 1802 Dime 

1802 John Reich-4. VF-30 (NGC). An exceptional ex¬ 

ample for the grade with natural light grav sur¬ 

faces and splashes of steel blue toning. A retained 

cud through L1BE adds to the overall appeal of 

this important example. Very scarce with few 

high quality examples known.4,450 

Outstanding 1807 Dime 

1807 JR-1. MS-63 (PCGS). This exceptional dime has 

fully brilliant lustre with a ring of light toning at 

the borders. Important as a very early die state 

lacking the heavy clash marks seen on most ex¬ 

amples.8,250 

Capped Bust Dimes 
1824/2 JR-1. Rarity-3. AU-53 (PCGS). Excellent lustre 

for the grade and light coppery toning. The 

overdate is bold and the overall visual appeal is 

above average for the assigned grade. A difficult 

coin to find this nice and prohibitively rare in 

Mint State.1,125 

Impressive 1829 Proof Dime Rarity 

Incredibly Rare 

Perhaps Only Two Know n? 

1829 JR-7. Proof-63 (PCGS). Square Base 2 A pleas 

ing rarity that should delight the connoisseur and 

specialist alike Mirror fields and lightly frosted 
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motifs exhibit a nuance of bright gold and rose ton¬ 

ing near the rims. Sharply struck in all places save 

for a touch of weakness at the eagle's claws on the 

reverse. Perhaps just a dozen or so Proofs of the 

date were struck, with only a few' of that number 

known to today's collectors (the John Reich refer¬ 

ence notes just two examples of this variety known 

in Proof!). Here is another splendid opportunity for 

the alert collector, a pleasing coin that would be at 

home in any cabinet.12,750 

Splendid Mint State 1831 Dime 

1831 JR-1. MS-64 (NGC). Sharply struck and fully 

lustrous with brilliant silver gray surfaces. Choice 

for the grade and perfect for inclusion in a high- 

grade type set assembled with eye appeal in 

mind.1,775 

1834 JR-2. Large 4. Rarity-3. MS-62 (NGC). Attrac¬ 

tive surfaces with a hint of champagne toning. A 

thin die crack bisects the obverse in a vertical di¬ 

rection.795 

1836 JR-2. Rarity-2. AU-58 (PCGS). Toned in an au¬ 

tumnal mix of amber, gold, and olive with 

nearly full mint lustre. Choice for the grade and 

a pleasing example of the date or type, with the 

added interest of a die crack which bisects the 

obverse.459 

United 

Liberty Seated Dimes 
1844 VF-20 (ANACS). A raritv among Liberty Seated 

dimes. The present coin has very pleasing light 

gray surfaces. Seldom encountered in the numis¬ 

matic marketplace.1,295 
The first edition of A Guide Book of United States Coins, 

1947, had the following to say: 

"ORPHAN ANNIE DIME. The record shows that 72,500 

dimes were minted in 1844. For some mysterious reason very 

few of these dimes are still available, and old collectors state 

that they have been a scarce item back as far as can be 

remembered. The dimes of 1846, for instance, are much more 

plentiful though less than half as many were struck. Many 

explanations have been advanced, but none has been proved." 

It is likely that Frank C. Ross, a columnist for Hobbies 

magazine, originated the nomenclature in the 1930s. 

1849 AU-50. Light golden surfaces.179 

Superb Gem 1853 Dime 

Arrows at Date 

1853 Arrows. MS-66 (PCGS). Lovely light golden sur¬ 

faces. First year of this three-year design. An in¬ 

States Silver Coins for Sale 

credibly high quality coin that will be a showpiece 

in an elegant type set.4,995 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (NGC). Lustrous light cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.1,295 

Delightful Gem 1855 Arrows Dime 

1855 Arrows. MS-65 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with 

attractive gold toning. Sharply struck and aes¬ 

thetically appealing, easily worthy of the assigned 

grade. Struck from lightly clashed dies.3,695 

Classic 1858 Proof Rarity 

Mintage: Only 210 Estimated 

1858 Proof-63 (PCGS). Lovely silver gray with mir¬ 

rored surfaces. Details all crisply struck and at¬ 

tractive. A few lint marks are noted on the 

obverse, as made, from polishing of the die just 

before coining. This is the first year that Proof 

coins were widely sold to the public, and it is be¬ 

lieved that about 210 sets were distributed. From 

this number, dozens have disappeared. Today we 

The following was sent by Richard 

Winslow III, distinguished naval historian and 

a some-time reader of our publications, who 

came across this item the other day, published 

in the Portsmouth (NH) Journal of Litera¬ 

ture & Politics, August 3, 1889, an exchange 

item from another paper as noted: 

Value of Old Coins: The Chicago Tri¬ 

bune of late date gives the following 

statement of the value of old coins, 

which will be of interest to those who 

have any to sell: 

In this statement of values of rare 

coins the price given for 1804 United 

States dollars is from $200 to $800, while 

the genuine coins of this date (not re¬ 

strikes made in 1859, in Philadelphia), are 

worth from $1000 to $1200. 

The half-dollar of 1852, quoted at 

$1.75, is worth from $3.50 to $10. 

The quarter-dollar of 1853, with rays, 

quoted at $2, is worth only par. It is the 

1853 quarter without rays that is worth 

$2; while the half-dollar of 1853 [lacuna in 

text] silver United States dollars is very 

wide of the mark, these pieces being 

Suddenly It's 1889 
worth from $25 to $75 each, (at a recent New 

York coin sale an 1838 dollar realized $84). 

The 20-cent pieces of 1877 and 1878, 

quoted respectively at $1.50 and $1.25, are 

worth about $3 each. The 2-cent pieces and 

3-cent silver pieces of 1883 quoted at 50 

cents are worth $1.50 each. 

The statement that "1856 nickel cents sell 

for $1" each is also an error. The price is 

from $3 to $5, at any dealer's store. 

The gold coins of the United States were 

alloyed in 1834 and all previous issues are 

worth six percent more than subsequent is¬ 

sues. All gold dollars are worth a premium 

and the $3 United States gold piece of 1875 

is worth $25. The gold $3 and $1 pieces, the 

"trade" dollar and the three-cent nickel 

pieces will probably be discontinued the 

present year; in fact there has been no pub¬ 

lic circulation of these pieces since 1886. The 

bill to dispense with these coins is now with 

the coinage committee, and will no doubt be 

acted upon during the present session of 

Congress. 

Modern comment: The preceding in¬ 

cludes several items worth mentioning here. 

It is stated matter-of-factlv that some, but not 

all, 1804 dollars were restruck in Philadel¬ 

phia in 1859. The present writer (QDB) con¬ 

siders this to be a better year than 1858, a 

date which is sometimes given. We believe 

that restriking of 1804 dollars commenced 

circa 1859 and continued through the late 

1860s certainly, and possibly through the 

early 1870s. Most restrikes were funneled 

into the market by cooperative local dealer 

William K. Idler. 

The 1856 "nickel cents" are the famous 

Flying Eagle cents of that date. 

Significantly, although gold dollars 

were still being minted, all gold dollars 

were worth a premium! This is because 

the Mint gave them out sparingly, there 

was a great call for them as a popular in¬ 

vestment and speculation while at the 

same time they were popular for jew¬ 

elry, and bank tellers who had such 

pieces were aware of the demand and 

charged from 25c to 50c premium. In 

fact, gold dollars had been selling at a 

premium for most of the decade of the 

1880s. 
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United States Silver Coins for Sale 

imagine that not many more than 100 1858 Proof 

dimes survive, of which this is certainly one of the 

finer examples. What a prize this will be in your 

private collection!.1,995 

Outstanding 1862 Proof Dime 

1862 Proof-65 (PCGS). Reflective fields with wonder¬ 

ful frosty devices. This deep cameo is sure to de¬ 

light.2,595 

1873-S Arrows. MS-61. Brilliant. Quite scarce. Desir¬ 

able as an elusive San Francisco Mint variety as 

well as the somewhat scarce type with arrows at 

the date.975 

1873-S Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous surfaces with 

light toning.975 

1874 Arrows. Proof-63 (PCGS). An attractive pale 

gray cameo example.1,175 

1874 Arrows. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. 950 
#v 

Superlative 1875 Dime 

1875 MS-66 (PCGS). Satiny white surfaces display 

intense lustre. A frosty gem of the highest order, 

sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. PCGS 

has only certified two examples of this date in 

finer grades (translation: they don't come much 

finer than the present coin!).1,795 

1878 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.575 

Gem 1883 Dime 

1883 MS-66 (PCGS). Wonderful lustrous white sur¬ 

faces. A beautiful coin, a memorable gem! 1,795 

Superb Gem 1889 Dime 

1889 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous and satiny gem that 

readily defines the parameters of the assigned 

grade. A hint of striking weakness at Liberty's 

head, otherwise sharp and crisp design details in 

all other places. Among the finest examples of the 

date certified by PCGS.2,995 

1890-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.995 

1891 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1891 AU-58. Brilliant with light golden surfaces. 129 

Impressive 1891-0 Dime 

1891-0 MS-66 (NGC). This delightful gem example 

has satiny white lustre and sharp design features. 

Adding to the overall appeal is the very late die 

state with heavy clash marks and die cracks. The 

obverse border has heavy rim breaks around vir¬ 

tually the entire circumference. Clash marks and 

die cracks through and about the mintmark give 

the appearance of a doubled 0.2,295 

Superb Gem 1891-S Dime 

1891-S MS-66. Brilliant, satiny and with a wisp of 

golden toning —as beautiful as can be. Important 

as the last year of the long-lived Liberty Seated de¬ 

sign.3,250 

1891-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous.... 1,150 

Barber Dimes 
The Barber design —named for Charles Barber, 

whose initial B appears on the neck truncation —was 

adopted in the dime, quarter dollar, and half dollar 

series in 1892. There were no advance announce¬ 

ments, no design contests, no fanfare, and the new 

motif came as a surprise to numismatists. There was 

relatively little stir in public circles, even though it 

meant a change from the Liberty Seated design that 

had been in use since the late 1830s. Instead, most 

attention was focused upon the new 1892 World's 

Columbian Exposition commemorative half dollar. 

The Barber dime series, commenced in 1892 and 

continued through most of the year 1916, is eminently 

collectible —except for the rare 1894-S. All of the oth¬ 

ers range from readily available to scarce or even rare, 

but they do come to market with regularity. 

In the listing below we offer many interesting 

pieces —from common to really hard-to-find. All are 

guaranteed to please! 

Scarce and Attractive 1893 Proof Dime 

1893 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. An 

exceptional cameo Proof with extremely deep 

mirrored fields and highly lustrous devices. Beau¬ 

tiful and, in this state of preservation, rare. 1,895 

1894 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A splendid choice 

Proof specimen of this elusive date. Nearly the 

equal of many gem Proofs on the market, at a sub¬ 

stantially lower price. Add it to your collection for 

only.695 

1895 AU-53. Lovely champagne surfaces with golden 

peripheral toning. Lowest production of any 

Maximize Your Enjoyment 
Buy a book or two or three for your 

library. We encourage you to do this, 

and to help you along we offer you 

special discounts. See our book section! 

Philadelphia Mint Barber dime; a key issue in the 

series.650 

1896 MS-62 (PCGS). Satinv lustre with light cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.295 

1899 MS-65 (PCGS). A delightful gem with brilliant 

frosty lustre.695 

Choice 1899-S Dime 

1899-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with splashes 

of amber peripheral toning. An exceptional Bar¬ 

ber dime.2,150 

1899-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant with satiny h 

a whisper of light golden peripheral toning. Par¬ 

allel diagonal planchet striations on Liberty's 

cheek were part of the minting procedure and do 

not affect the grade.595 

Gem Proof 1901 Barber Dime 

1901 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with faint champagne 

toning on the reverse. An exceptional specimen of 

this year. All Barber dime Proofs of the first de¬ 

cade of the 20th century have low mintages. Very 

few exist combining the high numerical grade and 

the quality of the piece we now offer.1,950 

1903- S MS-60 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with a whis¬ 

per of very light gold toning. A sharply struck 

example for the specialist. This is among the most 

elusive issues in the series.1,195 

1904- S AU-58 (PCGS). When we first saw this lovely 

coin, we thought it was fully Mint State, until we 

looked at the PCGS label.695 

1905- 0 MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous. 1,575 

1905-0 AU-53.195 

Delightful Gem Proof 1907 Dime 

1907 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant, frosty motifs stand 

boldly out from mirror fields. A nuance of pale 

champagne is seen on both sides. A beautiful and 

desirable survivor from a Proof mintage for the 

date of just 575 pieces, one of the lowest of all 

Proof mintages in the Barber dime series... 1,795 

1907 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

Superb Gem Proof 1909 Dime 

1909 Proof-66 (PCGS). A truly great coin1 Deeph mir 

rored fields contrast nicely with lustrous and bril¬ 

liant devices. Very faint peripheral toning adds to 

the overall pleasant appearance of this superb 

Proof. For the connoisseur who appreciates the 

very finest numismatic gems. 2,tA0 

1910 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and luttTOUi 
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1910- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.850 

1911 AU-53. Champagne surfaces with darker toning 

within the letters.79 

1911- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. Although not a rar¬ 

ity, this issue is very hard to find in such elegant 

preservation!.1,395 

1912- D AU-53. Lightly toned.89 

1912-S AU-53. Lightly toned.109 

1915- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

Premium Gem 1916 Barber Dime 

1916 Barber. MS-66 (PCGS). A fitting end to our of¬ 

fering of superb Barber dimes, this lovely gem is 

sharply struck with brilliant frosty lustre. 1,550 

Mercury Dimes 
In the listings to follow are many choice Mercury 

dimes of especially high quality, including a few ear¬ 

lier dates and many nice examples from the 1930s to 

1945. A date and mintmark collection toward the end 

of the series, beginning in 1934, can be assembled for 

very low cost, including beautiful Mint State pieces. 

No, we haven't cornered the market on the rare 

1916- D dime, but we do have a couple! If this issue 

has been on your want list, we can help! 

A nice way to build a set is to buy a few inexpen¬ 

sive issues each month, then go from there. Ask Gail 

Watson or Debbie McDonald about our Collection 

Portfolio Program whereby we keep your want list on 

hand and automatically send you shipments for your 

approval and satisfaction. Over a long period of years, 

we've helped to form many nice collections this way. 

Important 1916-D Mercury Dime 

1916-D EF-40 (PCGS). Golden surfaces. Some lustre is 

in protected areas. A pleasing example of the rar¬ 

ity of the series, a variety which is scarce in all 

grades, with more than 50% of the extant pieces 

being in the range of AG-3 to G-4.2,995 

1916- D Good-4 (PCI). Affordable quality for the col¬ 

lector of modest means.595 

1917 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1917- D AU-55. Brilliant,.129 

1917- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with full mint lustre 

and just a blush of coppery toning. An enticing 

gem.529 

1918- D MS-65 (PCGS). A brilliant gem with even sil¬ 

ver gray surfaces and choice cartwheel lustre. 639 

1918- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.319 

1919- D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant with pleasing cart¬ 

wheel lustre.445 

Notable 1921 Mercury Dime 

Rarest Philadelphia Issue 

1921 MS-62 FB (PCGS). Sharply struck with satin 

ivory lustre. A lovely example of this popular key- 

date issue. Lowest mintage of any Philadelphia 

dime in the Mercury series.1,850 

1923 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Full cartwheel lustre on bril¬ 

liant and immaculate surfaces. Exceptional eye 

appeal.459 

1924-D MS-64 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1924- S MS-63 (PCGS). Fully brilliant and attrac¬ 

tive.579 

1925 MS-64 FB (PCGS).245 

1925- S EF-45.95 

Gem Mint State 1926-D 10< 

1926-D MS-65 FB (PCGS). Highly lustrous surfaces 

with pale gold and rose iridescence. A truly de¬ 

lightful gem, sharply struck and aesthetically 

appealing. This date is seldom found finer, and 

we expect more than one phone call for this 

beauty!.2,850 

1926- D MS-63 FB (PCGS). Pale golden surfaces with 

the lustre of a gem. Full of eye appeal, fully struck, 

and choice for the grade.389 

1927 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1927 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.439 

1927- D MS-65 (NGC). Fully brilliant with exceptional 

lustre and claims to a higher grade.950 

1928- S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous with a 

very sharp strike, despite not being designated 

with full split bands. An excellent value at... 495 

1928- S MS-64 (PCGS). Light champagne toning and 

full cartwheel lustre. Just a few ounces of pressure 

at striking time away from full split bands... 329 

1929 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.389 

1929 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.259 

1929- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. 850 

1929-S MS-65 FB (PCGS). A superbly lustrous speci¬ 

men, sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. 

A splash of pale gold graces the reverse.615 

Sharply Struck Gem 1931 Dime 

1931 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant white centers with 

light gold toning around the periphery.1,595 

1931-D MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.775 

1931-D MS-64 FB (PCGS). Lustrous golden sur¬ 

faces.225 

1931-S MS-64 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.825 

1934 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1934 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1934 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1934-D MS-66 FB (PCGS).995 

1936 Proof-64 (NGC). Brilliant. A deeply mirrored 

Proof. First year of Proof production for this de¬ 

sign type.875 

1936-D MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.425 

1936-S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1936-S MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1938 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1938-D MS-67 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1939 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 
Do you enjoy collecting Mercury dimes? If so, and if 

quality and value are important to you, send us a trial order 

Chances are great that you will call upon Bowers and Merena 

Galleries as you finish the rest of your set! Quality-wise, our 

stock has no equal! 

1940 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.259 

1940-D MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1940-S MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.110 

1940- S MS-66 FB. Brilliant.169 

1941- S/S MS-64 FSB (ANACS). Brilliant. ...>..79 

Lustrous 194^1 Overdate Mercury Dime 

Rare in Choice Mint State 

194^1 MS-63 (PCGS). Eye-appealing silver gray with 

lots of cartwheel lustre. This is as attractive as they 

come and is a superb specimen of one of the most 

popular 20th-century coins, certain to improve 

nearly any Mercury dime set.4,625 

194^1 AU-55 (NGC). Brilliant with a hint of gold at 

the periphery. A very attractive example of this 

popular variety. Overdate feature bold, as al¬ 

ways.975 

194^1 AU-53 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.895 

1942/1 VF-30 (PCGS). A nice example at this grade 

level.499 

1942/1 F-15. Pleasing light gray.399 

194yi-D VF-30.495 

1942 Proof-67 (NGC). Brilliant centers with attractive 

amber at the rims. Superb gem Proof Mercury 

dimes remain affordable.495 

1942-S MS-67 FB (PCGS). Excellent brilliance with 

radiant, satiny lustre. Bold, beautiful and rather 

scarce in this lofty grade.795 

1942- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1943 MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.55 

1943- D MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1943-S/S MS-65 (ANACS). Lustrous iridescent sur¬ 

faces.69 

1944 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.35 

1944 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. We recently bought a 

group of PCGS beauties! Buy one for.35 
Use this listing to build your own set of choice Mint State 

Mercury dimes. We offer a combination of high technical 

(numerical) grade, plus nice eye appeal, plus reasonable mar¬ 

ket price. 

1944-D MS-67 FB (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1944-S MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant. 139 

1944- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1945- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.24f 

1945-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

Roosevelt Dimes 
The notes we made under Jefferson nickels are. 

market-wise, relevant to the Roosevelt dimes we of¬ 

fer here. There has been an absolute rush to buy 

high-quality FCGS-certified Roosevelt dimes from us. 
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and it is all that Mark Borckardt, Gordon Wrubel, and 

other buyers can do to keep pace with the demand. 

These are selling like hotcakes! Some are one-of-a- 

kind in our stock, and for others we have a half dozen 

to a dozen or so. Order as early as you can, and, if 

possible, have some second choices in mind when 

you call and place your order with Gail Watson and 

Debbie McDonald. 

There has been such a demand for certified mod¬ 

ern (sav, post-1940) coins that it has been suggested 

that we set up a special department to handle all of 

the demand —including for the new state-reverse 

quarter dollars, for which the holders are sometimes 

worth far more than the coins themselves, but the 

holders make them special. What do you think? 

1946-D MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1946-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1946- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1947 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1947- D MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1947-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1947- S MS-66 (PCGS) Brilliant.32 

1948 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1948- D MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1948-D MS-66 (PCGS)*'Brilliant.32 

1948-S MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.179 

1948- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1949- D MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1949-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1952- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1953- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1953-S MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1953- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1954 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1954- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1954- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1955 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1955- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1955- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1956 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1956- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

A Note from W.D. 
Way Out in California 
"Hello Gail and all on your staff: 

"Thank you for taking care of the 

currency notes I ordered. I also like my 

New Hampshire state-reverse quarter 

dollar —reminds me of Bowers and 

Merena Galleries! 

"Your Collection Portfolio Program 

has really helped me obtain items that 

I want without a lot of time tracking 

them down. I wish I would have joined 

many years ago! I really do appreciate 

your friendship and you deserve my 

business." 

[W.D.] 

1957 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1958-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1959 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1960 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1960- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1961 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1961- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1962- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1963- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1964 Proof-69 Deep Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant.179 

1964- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. Last of the silver con¬ 

tent dimes.32 

1982 No P. MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous with light irides¬ 

cence.219 

Twenty-Cent Pieces 
We don't have many twenty-cent pieces, so we 

won't say much about them now. OK? 

1875 MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant with a whisper of pe¬ 

ripheral toning. Many times rarer than its San 

Francisco counterpart and difficult to locate in 

Mint State. Lustrous and very attractive.... 1,295 

Lovely 1875-S Twenty-Cent Piece 

1875-S MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with rose 

highlights.1,950 

1876 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with light 

amber peripheral toning.1,395 

Quarter Dollars 
In our last Rare Coin Review we had an extensive 

offering of quarter dollars —but nearly all are gone 

now. We've been buying choice pieces as we see 

them, but as the present issue goes to press we wish 

we had a lot more of these interesting coins! Sell us 

some! We are not looking for bargains and will pay 

well for really choice coins with nice eye appeal (you 

can sell the others someplace else!). 

Early Quarters 
1807 Browning-1, Rarity-2. G-6. A nice example of a 

low-grade specimen of the issue, with plenty of 

detail for a G-6 coin. A tiny, natural rim flaw is 

noted for accuracy at 3:00 on the obverse.239 

Liberty Seated Quarters 
1854 Arrows. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with 

amber peripheral toning.1,295 

Lovely Mint State 1863 Quarter 

1863 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. An important oppor¬ 

tunity for the specialist. Verv sharplv struck with 

fully brilliant silver lustre and pristine surfaces 

One of the finest examples possible at this grade 

level with none graded finer bv PCGS.6,750 

1864 Proof-63. Frosty with light champagne surtai es 

Very scarce and eminently desirable.995 

1864-S F-15 Light gray surfaces and verv rare, re¬ 

gardless of grade. Who knows, perhaps E.I Barra 

once handled this coin.695 

1867 VF-30. Attractive. 645 

1870 VF-35. Pleasing grav surfaces.219 

1873-CC Arrows Quarter 

1873-CC Arrows. AU-50 (NGC). An attractive coin that 

has just arrived as we go to press—and your editor 

hasn't laid eyes on it, although we hear that it is verv 

nice. Call Gail or Debbie for a description.... 24,500 

Choice Proof 1874 Arrows 25< 

1874 Arrows. Proof-63 (PCGS). A nuance of pale 

champagne toning graces frosty motifs and mir¬ 

ror fields. An attractive coin with plenty of over¬ 

all eye appeal.1,595 

1873 Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

light golden peripheral toning. Essential for inclu¬ 

sion in a type set, or an 1874 can be selected — for 

the with-arrows motif, with motto on reverse, was 

produced only in these two years.825 

Lustrous Gem 1877 Liberty Quarter 

1877 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with choice unbroken 

lustre. Frosted devices and very choice for the 

grade-an ideal candidate for a high-grade type 

set.1,795 

Impressive 1882 Proof Quarter 

1882 Proof-65 (PCGS). Lovelv cameo contrast with 

deeplv mirrored fields. A wonderful gem for the 

type collector.2,895 

1889 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant golden surfaces Onl\ 

12,(X)0 minted, of which relatively few survive in 

lovely Mint State preservation. 1,075 

Barber Quarters 
Our offering of Barber quarters includes a nice 

selection of date and mintmark varieties, caretulh 

purchased, and guaranteed to please Among these 
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are a tew scarce dates and numerous examples of 

modest price. If you look carefully, you'll even find a 

1913-S (the lowest-mintage issue in the series). 

1892 Type 1 Reverse. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers 

with amber peripheral toning.1,350 

1892 Type II Reverse. MS-65 (NGC). A delightful 

gem example with brilliant satiny lustre and 

wisps of champagne toning.1,350 

1894 MS-64 (NGC). Frosty white lustre with a hint of 

very light gold toning. A lovely example of this 

popular issue.725 

1895 Proof-60 (PCGS). Brilliant with frosty devices. 

Rather cheap, we would say. A nice appearing 

coin for the grade.399 

1895 MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous.395 

1895- 0 AU-55. Brilliant with a whisper of toning at 

the rims.379 

1896- 0 AU-55. Brilliant. The 1896-0 is elusive in all 

grades, and even a well worn example can be 

called rare. At the AU level it is especially hard to 

find.975 

1897 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous with a whisper of gold 

at the rims.469 

1897- S G-6. A nice example.29 

1898- S AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous.495 

1899- 0 AU-53 (NGC). Light champagne surfaces. 299 

1900- 0 AU-53. Brilliant.429 

1902-0 AU-53. Brilliant.245 

Exciting Gem 1905 Quarter 

1905 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous light champagne sur¬ 

faces with some gold at the rims. A truly exciting 

specimen in an elegant grade seldom seen in our 

inventory or anywhere else!.2,795 

Attractive 1905-S Barber Quarter 

1905-S MS-64 (PCGS). Light champagne.1,495 

1907 MS-65 (PCGS). An appealing example with faint 

golden toning over lustrous satiny surfaces.. 1,295 

1907 MS-63 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. 465 

1907-S AU-53. Brilliant.345 

1909-D AU-53. Brilliant with light gold peripheral 

toning.185 

1910 AU-55. Light golden surfaces.175 

1911-S AU-58. Brilliant.375 

1913-S VG-10. Lowest mintage coin in the Barber 

quarter series, a key coin in great demand in any 

coin market season.995 

1915-D MS-65 (PCGS) Lustrous, light toning.. 1,295 

1915- S AU-50. Brilliant silvery surfaces with 

nearly complete lustre and a hint of peripheral 

toning.195 

1916- L) Barber. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful. 

Sharply struck with frosty white lustre and very 

light rose- toning.1,195 

Standi tig Liberty Quarters 
Quarters of this design, produced from 1916 to 

1930, are at once interesting and beautiful. In this issue 

we offer a nice selection emphasizing Mint State pieces 

and rarities. What a nice start we provide with a beau¬ 

tiful specimen of the 1917. Soon thereafter are listed 

two attractive 1918/7-S overdates. Enjoy our selection. 

Remarkable Super Gem 1917 Quarter 

Type I Design 

1917 Type I. MS-67 FH (PCGS). Brilliant white sur¬ 

faces with a hint of gold highlights around the 

periphery on the obverse. This design shows Miss 

Liberty with one breast exposed. Later in the year 

the motif was modified and Miss Liberty was en¬ 

cased in a suit of armor! For a long time in numis¬ 

matic literature it was stated that the public 

objected to the partial nudity. However, it seems 

that the reason had to do with the World War, 

a.k.a. the Great War, and Liberty was reclothed in 

armor to represent the preparedness of the coun¬ 

try to go to battle if necessary.5,395 

1917- S Type II. MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous champagne 

surfaces.1,250 

1918- D MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with ap¬ 

pealing pale gold toning.695 

1919- S AU-50 (PCGS). Attractive light golden sur¬ 

faces.675 

Important 1921 Full Head 25<t 

Superb Gem MS-67 

1921 MS-67 FH (PCGS). Lustrous with a whisper of 

golden toning on the obverse the reverse has 

golden highlights with splashes of pale blue. One 

of the most elusive dates among Philadelphia 

Mint coins of this design. 23,750 

1928 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with full satiny lustre 

and a bold strike. Simply a superb specimen with 

a flawless look and great eye appeal.1,295 

1928-S MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous with a whisper of 

deep golden peripheral toning. A most attractive 

example.975 

1929 MS-65 FH (NGC). A lustrous and attractive coin 

with superb light mottled amber, copper, and 

steel blue toning likely imparted by an old-time 

album. An eye-appealing gem.695 

1930 MS-64 FH (PCGS). Brilliant and sharply defined. 

Full shield details.375 

Washington Quarters 
The new "state" reverse quarter program has 

generated considerable revised interest in the entire 

spectrum of Washington quarters. We have some re¬ 

ally nice early issues to go with the later pieces you 

already have. 

We really like "our" 2000 New Hampshire quarter, 

and have written a nice story about it, expanded from 

an earlier Rare Coin Review article, which will be Pearl 

No. 50 in a new book, Fifty Favorite Numismatic Pearls 

(an announcement concerning which will be made 

next autumn; right now we are up to our editorial ears 

in other projects, most importantly the sylloge for the 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation, but, inevita¬ 

bly, with a few other "pet projects" at the same time). 

1932 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

Choice 1932-S Quarter 

1932-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. Remark¬ 

able for its low mintage.1,495 

Another 1932-S Quarter 

1932-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with amber 

peripheral toning.1,495 

1932-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1932-S MS-63 (PCGS). Lightly toned.895 

1932-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1934 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1935 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1935 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1935-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1935- S AU-58 (ANACS). Lustrous with a whisper of 

gold at the rims.99 

1936- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1938 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1938-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1939 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1940 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1941 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1941 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1941-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1941- S MS-64. Brilliant.39 

1942 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1942 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1942- D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.145 

1942-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1942- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1943 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1943 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1943- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1943- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1944 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1944 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 59 

1944 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 15 

1944- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1944-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. » 

1944-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. 119 

1945 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. 199 

1945 MS>65 (PCGS). Brilliant . » 
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You've come to the right place for 

Bausch & Lomb Pocket Magnifying Glasses 

Stock No. BL-9X: Combination of two lenses in durable 

plastic case; two lenses fold into case, which serves as handle. 

Yields 4X to 9X power. Wide field of vision permits easy 

inspection of coins for grading, enjoyment, etc. Our favorite all¬ 

purpose glass. $23. 

Stock No. BL-7X: Hastings triple lens system, highly cor¬ 

rected optical glass, swings into chrome-plated case which 

serves as handle. 7X power. Dave Bowers’ favorite! Limited field 

of vision; excellent for detail work (overdates, die varieties, 

repunched letters, etc.). $44. 

Stock No. BL-5X: Inexpensive Packette” 5X magnifier of 

molded optical plastic. Folds into plastic case. A good pocket 

glass with good field of vision. Priced inexpensively; if you lose 

it, you can easily buy another. $9. 

“Certified Coin Estate” Display Album Cases 

This great “top of the line” product consists of a finely 

crafted wooden case which opens like a book—accented 

with brass hinges and an engravable brass nameplate. 

Within are three removable leatherette trays. Each tray is 

die-cut with nine openings suitable for displaying your 

choice of PCGS, NGC, PCI, and/or ANACS plastic hold¬ 

ers. Thus, the album will showcase in a deluxe manner a 

total of 27 coins. 

For example, four of these cases, with a total capacity of 108 

coins, would do justice to the finest collection of Morgan silver 

dollars, 1878-1921, ever formed. 

Here is how to order: 

CCE-001: Deluxe wooden book-style album with three trays 

(specify choice of trays; mix or match: green for PCGS only; 

blue for NGC and/or PCI only; black “universal” holder for 

various types of “slabs” mixed in the same tray). $144. 

CCE-020: Display tray only, green background. Suitable for 

PCGS only. Holds nine certified coins. $19.95. 

CCE-021: Display tray only, blue background. Suitable for 

NGC and/or PCI only. Holds nine certified coins $19.95. 

CCE-022: Display tray only, black backgroundWUniversal' 

tvpe suitable for mixing and matching in the same tray your 

choice of PCGS, NGC, PCI, or old-style A^ACS “slabs.” Our 

most versatile tray. Holds nine certified coins. $22.95. 

CCE-030: Clear acrylic dust cover suitable for *ny of 

the above trays; useful if the trays art^hot stored in an 

album. $9.95. 
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1945-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1945-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1945-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1945-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1945- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1946- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1946-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1946-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1946- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1947- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1947-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1947-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1947-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1948 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1948 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 
Okay, you collect State Reverse quarters — and have dis¬ 

covered numismatics. Now, how about the rest of the Washing¬ 

ton quarter series? Dating back to 1932, the series is replete with 

many interesting varieties, rarities, etc., most of which are 

quite inexpensive. Use the present list to build your collection. 

You'll love our quality, and the value we deliver is really 

excellent! 

1948-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.109 

1948-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1948- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1949 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1949 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1949- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1949- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1950 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1950- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1950-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1950- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.  69 

1951 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1951 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1951- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1952 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1952- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1953 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1953- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1953- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1954 Proof-68 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1954 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.119 

1954- S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.119 

1954-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1954-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1955 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1955 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1956 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS).99 

1956 Proof-65 Cameo (PCGS).69 

1956 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1956 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1957 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1957- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1958 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1958 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1958- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1959 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

*■6 fNGC). Brilliant.99 

1959 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1959 MS45 (PC GS) Brilliant.39 

1959- D MS-66 (PCGS) Brilliant.129 

195M>MS65(PCGS) Brilliant.39 
1960 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1960 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1960-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1960- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1961 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1961 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1961 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1961- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1962 Proof-69 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

1962 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

1962 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1962 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1963 Proof-69 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1963 Proof-68 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1963 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.16 

1963 Proof-66. Brilliant.39 

1963 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.85 

1963 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1963 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1963-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1963- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1964 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1964 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1964 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1964- D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.79 

1964-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 
Wow! Have you ever seen so many silver Washington 

quarters? What a selection we offer in this Rare Coin Review! 

1964-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1965 SMS MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1966 SMS MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1966 SMS MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.25 

1969 Proof-69 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1999-S Silver five-piece set. Proof-69 Deep Cameo 

(PCGS). All five of the first year State quarters: 

Delaware, Connecticut, Georgia, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania — a landmark in United States coin¬ 

age—in practically perfect quality.279 

Half Dollars 
The series of early half dollars, particularly those 

dated from 1794 through the 1830s, are very popu¬ 

lar—and have been for a long time. In this issue we 

offer many interesting coins, commencing with a 

marvelous 1796 rarity, all graded carefully and all 

priced to be good values for you. 

As you know if you've been a constant reader, 

including in the present issue of the Rare Coin Review, 

our problem is buying coins, not selling them! This is 

just the opposite of most businesses —which have an 

endless supply and have to spend all of their efforts 

persuading customers to make purchases. Here at 

Bowers and Merena we try to be persuasive, but in a 

gentle way, to be sure that you buy exactly what you 

desire. Actually, the coins themselves are our best 

"salesmen," for virtually always, anyone who sends 

us a trial order to test our quality keeps coming back 

again and again. 

Enjoy our listing, and then send Gail Watson or 

Debbie McDonald your order. And, if you have even 

the slightest question about an item, or would like 

more details about the surface appearance, or any¬ 

thing else, just ask! 

Draped Bust Half Dollars 

Important 1796 Half Dollar Rarity 

16 Stars Obverse 

An American Classic 

1796 Overton-102.16 Stars. EF-45 (PCGS). Lustrous 

steel gray with rose iridescence on the design high 

points. One of the prime rarities in the half dollar 

series, inded, in the entire spectrum of U.S. numis¬ 

matics! From a very low mintage of just 3,918 

pieces, a figure that includes both the 15 Stars and 

16 Stars versions of the 1796 issue, as well as the 

entire mintage for the 1797 half dollar rarity! A 

splendid opportunity to acquire this coin, a prize 

for a type set as well as a rare date and variety 

display. Only once in a long while do we have 

such a nice piece to offer for sale. 54,950 

Desirable 1805/4 Half Dollar 

1805/4 O-lOla. Rarity-3. EF-40 (NGC). Attractive light 

gray with bold overdate features.1,695 
This is the closest one can come to owning an "1804 half 

dollar." No "perfect date" 1804 halves are known, although a 

few are mentioned in the literature (one of which was featured 

for a time by B. Max Mehl, until a specialist informed him that 

it had been altered from an 1805/4). 

Who is this man? Well, we don't really 

expect you to know, but he is none other 

than General James Wolfe, born in 

Westerham, Kent, England, January 2, 

1797, who became a member of the Rritish 

Army and was involved in the assault in 

Quebec, where he died at the age of 32 
years. Soon thereafter, his name was given 

to a small settlement in New Hampshire 

— Wolfeboro, present home of flowers and 

Merena Galleries. 
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1806/Inverted 6.0-111. Rarity-3. VF-30 (PCGS). Pew¬ 

ter gray surfaces with golden highlights.... 1,250 

Capped Bust, Lettered Edge 
Half Dollars 

18100-103. AU-50 (NGC). Attractive light silver sur¬ 

faces. Slight central weakness is noted.459 

1812 0-105. AU-58 (NGC). Light golden centers with 

attractive blue and amber peripheral toning. 579 

1818/7 O-lOla. AU-55. Deep golden toning on de¬ 

lightful golden gray surfaces. Sharp and attrac¬ 

tive. A splendid coin for the assigned grade. 749 

1818 0-108. AU-55. Sharply struck and fully lustrous 

with light golden surfaces. A delightful example 

for your date or type collection.539 

Choice Proof 1820 Half Dollar 

From the Pittman Collection 

Rarity-8 in Proof Format 

1820 0-108. Proof-63 (NGC). Called Rarity-2 as a date, 

but Rarity-8 in Proof! A splendid coin for the 

assigned grade, and one of just three examples of 

the date traced in Proof! The present coin shows 

brilliant and frosty motifs, while the mirrored 

fields are deeply toned in shades of iridescent 

gold. A hint of striking weakness is seen at the 

eagle's claws on the reverse, otherwise the coin is 

sharp and crisp in all design areas. From the cel¬ 

ebrated collection of John Jay Pittman, and previ¬ 

ously from the collections of Gustav Lichtenfels 

and Virgil Brand! What finer pedigree can be 

imagined? Here is one of the great opportunities 

in the current half dollar listings, a coin that, once 

purchased, will undoubtedly remain an integral 

part of an advanced half dollar cabinet for a long 

time to come,.43,750 
Gustav Lichtenfels, who lived in North Carolina, if we 

remember correctly, called one day in 1957 to discuss pre-1858 

Proof coins. It seems that he had been talking with Walter 

Breen, who had recently written a monograph on the subject 

for Wayte Raymond, and Lichtenfels wanted to talk to some¬ 

one in the " real world" about such coins and how to buy them. 

At the time, most numismatists commenced their Proof spe¬ 

cialty with the year 1858, for with but only a few exceptions, 

earlier Proofs were not listed in the Guide Book - and the Guide 

Book was the one-volume reference "library" that 75% of coin 

buyers used. 

I suggested that patience was the main ingredient needed 

to buy early Proofs, for with the exception of the well-known 

Proof-only years of half cents and, to a lesser degree. Proof 

silver dollars of the 1840s and 1850s, most early Proofs had a 

very small market audience. In the summer of 1957 we con¬ 

ducted the Penn-New York Auction Sale, and if I recall cor¬ 

rectly, the several pre-1858 Proof coins there offered were 

mostly bought by Lichtenfels. 

1827 0-129. Rarity-4. AU-53 (ANACS). Brilliant cen¬ 

ters with gold and iridescent peripheral toning. A 

small area of impurities may be seen on the re¬ 
verse, as struck.329 

Choice 1829/7 0-101 Half Dollar 

1829/7 Overdate. 0-101. MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny 

golden gray with iridescent pale sea green and 

gold highlights. Nicely struck and aesthetically 

appealing. A pleasing example of a popular 

overdate, a date that is seldom found so fine. Defi¬ 

nitely a prize specimen for the serious student of 

Capped Bust half dollars, or the collector who 

simply desires top-notch quality.7,150 

Capped Bust, Lettered Edge 
Half Dollars 

1836 0-115. Lettered edge. Rarity-3. AU-55. Lustrous 

with light toning.329 

Liberty Seated Half Dollars 
Our offering of Liberty Seated half dollars in¬ 

cludes several choice and interesting pieces. As can be 

said for most series in today's hyper-active, super- 

enthusiastic rare coin market, demand outruns 

supply. So, sell us some choice coins! Please! 

1846 Tall Date. AU-50. Lightly toned.295 

1856-0 AU-53. Lightly toned.279 

1859-S Medium S. VF-35.195 

Delightful Cameo Proof 1866 Half Dollar 

1866 Proof-64 (PCGS). Extremely sharply defined 

with exceptional cameo contrast. A deep cameo 

Proof for your type collection.1,950 

1868-S AU-53 (NGC). Golden surfaces with amber 

peripheral toning.279 

Remarkable 1871-CC Half Dollar 

Choice Mint State 

Incredibly Rare So Fine! 

1871-CC MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck with some¬ 

what prooflike surfaces. Medium golden and in 

descent surfaces, a com combining incredibly 

high grade, great raritv in the assigned grade, and 

a generous measure of eye appeal A find for the 

Liberty Seated specialist. 65,950 

1873 Arrows. AU-55 (ANAL'S). Light golden surfaces 

with amber peripheral toning.595 

1874 Arrows. EF-45. Light champagne surfaces. 279 

1886 Proof-62 (PCGS). Bright golden grav centers give 

way to deeper golden iridescence at the rims. One 

of 886 Proofs of the date produced. A nice coin for 

the assigned grade.650 

Barber Half Dollars 
Our listing of Barber half dollars in this Rare Coin 

Review is short and sweet. If you have been collecting 

Barber halves for a few years —and we can envision a 

set with mixed grades from EF through gem Mint State 

plus some Proofs —we would dearly love to buv it! 

Lovely Cameo Proof 1893 Half Dollar 

1893 Proof-65 (PCGS). An exceptional cameo Proof 

with vivid lustre on the devices and deeply mir¬ 

rored fields. Ivory with a faint trace of champagne 

toning.4,200 

1906 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with full satiny lustre 

Very light champagne toning on the reverse. Well 

struck and very attractive.1,295 

Liberty Walking Half Dollars 
From 1916 through 1921 half dollars were issued 

with great regularity, minted in each year. In the last 

named year the mintages were very low, due to pre¬ 

vailing economic conditions in America. 

The year 1922 was skipped entirely for circulation 

strike mintage, with the next production being the 

1923-S. After that there was no Liberty Walking half 

dollar coinage in 1925 or 1926, production only at the 

San Francisco Mint in 1927 and 1928, only at the Den¬ 

ver and San Francisco mints in 1929, and no mintage 

at all from 1930 to 1932. It is interesting from a tech¬ 

nical viewpoint that certain dates of the 1920s for 

which circulation strike half dollars were not made 

did, however, see some commemoratives. 

In 1933, Liberty Walking half dollars were made 

only at San Francisco. Then, beginning in 1934, pro¬ 

duction became regular once again, at all three mints, 

a procedure kept up through 1938, when the San 

Francisco issue was omitted. From 1939 onward coin¬ 

age was continuous more or less, except them was no 

1940-D nor was there a 1947-S. 

Numismatic interest in Liberty Walking halt dol 

lars began in a big way in the mid-1930s, coinciding 
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with VVavte Raymond's ottering of his "National" 

coin albums, which made such coins interesting to 

collect in order and display. By this time most of the 

earlier issues had long since slipped into circulation. 

Today, numismatists recognize that the majority of 

issues from 1917 through 1929 are indeed elusive in 

Mint State. Issues of 1916 are by no means plentiful, 

but more seem to have been saved due to it being the 

first year of issue. 

While the design of the 1916 half dollar was at 

once elegant and appealing, and garnered many 

paragraphs of praise from coin collectors and artists, 

at the Mint there were great difficulties experienced 

in striking the pieces up fully. As a result, the vast 

majority of all Libert}’ Walking half dollars have some 

lightness of strike in the higher parts, particularly the 

center of the obverse in the highest relief, including 

the skirt lines. Today, the astute buyer of Liberty 

Walking half dollars has at least four considerations 

determining the value of one of these pieces: 

1. Numerical or technical grade, expressed as MS- 

60, MS-61, and so on. 

2. Striking quality, typically expressed as "aver¬ 

age," "better than average," or "sharp." However, the 

latter category is rarely needle-sharp, as such pieces 

simply weren't made for certain of the issues. 

3. Aesthetic quality— attractiveness of toning, lus¬ 

tre, and overall visual appeal. 

4. Rarity (frequency of appearance) at a given 

grade. 

In general, Philadelphia Mint pieces are more 

sharply struck than are those from the branch mints. 

This was due to spacing of the dies in the coinage 

press, a situation that has a counterpart in other de¬ 

nominations, most notably the Buffalo nickel series 

(in which Philadelphia pieces are generally decently 

struck, and Denver and San Francisco issues vary 

considerably). Don Taxay in U.S. Mint and Coinage 

notes: "Most specimens issued prior to World War II 

are too weak to show the striated (for red) stripes, the 

branch hand, or Miss Liberty's headgear." Similarly 

and more dramatically, Walter Breen has written that 

the only issues that are really sharp strikes are certain 

1916 and 1917 Philadelphia Mint coins and Proofs 

minted from 1936 and 1942 (and note that he did not 

say these were fully struck). Thus, circulation strikes 

within the entire series exist in varying degrees of 

sharpness to mount a challenge to the discerning spe¬ 

cialist, with the completion of a complete sharply 

struck set an impossibility. To paraphrase Dr. Will¬ 

iam H. Sheldon, this is like playing a round of golf in 

18 strokes; in theory it is possible, but no one has ever 

come close to doing it. 

For a long time, numismatists that have been par¬ 

ticular about quality have made Bowers and Merena 

Galleries their headquarters for half dollars of the 1916- 

1947 design type. If you are at all particular, we know 

you will be delighted with the pieces offered herewith. 

Delightful Gem Uncirculated 1916-D 50C 

1916-D MS-63 (PCGS). A satiny and highly lustrous 

branch mint gem from the first year of the design 

type The frosty surfaces are somewhat matte-like 

in appearance, as often seen for the earliest 

dates in the series. Definitely a grand start —or 

addition - to a special Liberty Walking half dol¬ 

lar set!.1,895 
All branch mint issues from the first year of the series, 

1916, have the mintmark on the obverse below IN GOD WE 

TRUST. In 1917, the mintmarks are found both on the obverse 

as well as on the reverse. In 1918, the mintmark location was 

standardized to the reverse, and remained there until the close 

of the design type in 1947. 

1916- D MS-63. Brilliant centers with amber periph¬ 

eral toning.595 

1917 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous with gold and sea 

green peripheral toning.929 

1917 AU-58 (PCGS). Lightly toned.99 

1917- D Mintmark on Obverse. MS-61 (NGC). Light 

iridescent surfaces.645 

Choice 1917-S with Reverse Mintmark 

1917-S Mintmark on Reverse. MS-63 (PCGS). Lus¬ 

trous with very light champagne toning. Well 

struck for the issue, typically showing some of the 

softest strikes in the series. This coin is very attrac¬ 

tive for the grade; ideal for inclusion in a Mint 

State Liberty Walking half dollar set.1,795 

Choice 1918-S Half Dollar 

1918- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. An outstanding 

specimen of a Liberty Walking half dollar that is 

seldom encountered at this grade level. A very 

special example for the careful buyer.2,750 

1919- S EF-40 (ANACS). Even silver gray with excel¬ 

lent eye appeal for the grade and no abuse 

wrought by circulation or attempted improve¬ 

ment. A choice piece.739 

Important 1921 Half Dollar 

Lowest Philadelphia Mintage 

1921 AU-55 (PCGS). This wonderful half dollar has 

Fax Your Order 
603-569-5319 

nearly complete silvery white lustre with pleasing 

surfaces. A key date and always in demand in 

high quality circulated grades.3,140 

Lustrous 1927-S 50<T 

1927-S MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny delight with intense 

cartwheel lustre and a nuance of pale golden ton¬ 

ing. Only a hint of striking weakness is present at 

Liberty's head and hand, otherwise the strike is 

strong. A pleasing coin for the Liberty Walking 

half dollar enthusiast.3,195 

Gem Uncirculated 1933-S 50C 

1933-S MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous and satiny with a 

blush of pale champagne toning. A popular and 

elusive branch mint issue, especially so at the gem 

level. Sure to please!.3,250 

1934 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.359 

1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1934-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1935 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.529 

Gem Proof 1936 Half Dollar (PCGS) 

1936 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Remarkable beauty 

and quality. The first and rarest Proof issue in the 

Liberty Walking half dollar series.3,695 

Choice Proof 1936 Half Dollar 

1936 Proof-64 (PCGS). Mirrored fields and lightly 

frosted motifs. Splashes of gold and rose irides- 

cence grace both sides.1,995 

1936 MS-66 (NGC). Lightly toned.249 

1936-D MS-66 (PCGS) Brilliant 

1937 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.179 
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Impressive Gem Mint State 1937-D 50<T 

None Certified Finer by PCGS 

1937-D MS-67 (PCGS). Fully brilliant and highly lus¬ 

trous. Sharply struck. A frosty and impressive 

gem, a coin that represents the ultimate plateau of 

quality for the date; PCGS has not certified an 

example of the date in a finer grade! We expect 

many calls for this superb coin, but, unfortu¬ 

nately, only the very first caller will enjoy the dis¬ 

tinct pleasure and pride of adding this beautiful 

coin to his or her collection.3,750 
PCGS Population: 20; none finer. 

1938 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1938 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant white surfaces with 

golden highlights.*.495 

1938 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1938-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant white with excellent 

lustre. This issue has the third lowest mintage in 

the series, under half a million pieces! A rarity 

among Liberty Walking halves and an excep¬ 

tional specimen at that.1,350 

1938-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.925 

1938-D MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces. 

Very attractive.495 

1938- D VF-35.99 

1939 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1939- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1940 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1940- S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant white surfaces.345 

1941 Proof-66 (PCGS). Delightful quality with deep 

mirrored fields. A trace of toning is visible at 

lower borders.575 

1941 MS-66. Brilliant.189 

1941 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.189 

1941 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1941- D MS-65 NGC). Brilliant.119 

1941- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1942 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.899 

1942 Proof-65. Brilliant.395 

1942 MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant and fully lustrous. 639 

1942 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.189 

1942 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with light golden 

peripheral toning.95 

1942 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.95 

1942 MS-65. Brilliant.95 

1942 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1942 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1942- D MS-65 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. 179 

1942-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.545 

1943 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.189 

1943 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.95 

1943 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1943 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant white surfaces.49 

1943 MS-63. Brilliant.45 

1943 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1943-D MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant white surfaces.. 695 

1943-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.189 

1943-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant with smooth lustre 

and splendiferous eye appeal.799 

1943-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.799 

1943-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.329 
Enjoy Liberty Walking half dollars? Collecting them is a 

pleasure when you buy from Bowers and Merena Galleries. 

We look "beyond the grading number" and acquire coins that 

are visually appealing and among the finest in their grade 

categories. It is no wonder that for years, indeed decade5, we 

have helped to form some of the finest Liberty Walking half 

dollar collections ever assembled. 

1944 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1944 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1944-D MS-66. Brilliant.189 

1944-D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.189 

1944- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1945 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.189 

1945 MS-65 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with light golden 

peripheral toning.95 

1945 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1945- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.189 
Now it seems to us that we have the nicest quality inven¬ 

tory of Liberty Walking half dollars anywhere in the country. 

If you like "high-end" pieces, you’ve come to the right place. 

And, once you see the quality we deliver, our prices will seem 

like bargains! 

1945-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1945- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1946 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

1946 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.129 

1946 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1946- D MS-66. Brilliant.189 

1946-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1946- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1947 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.375 

1947 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.375 

1947 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1947- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with a blush of trans¬ 

lucent toning.529 

1947-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with golden 

peripheral toning.99 

Franklin Half Dollars 
Is every numismatist in the United States ordering 

Franklin half dollars from us? Sometimes it seems 

that way! 

Franklin half dollars have been selling! And, we 

have continued to buy all the nice ones offered to us 

for reasonable prices! All of this equates to our having 

a very nice inventory, one that will please the condi¬ 

tion-conscious buyer. The completion of a set, 

1948-1963, is within the reach of just about everyone. 

If you're on a budget, consider MS-63, equivalent to 

choice Mint State. If you have extra funds in your 

checking account, consider MS-64 or MS-65, and 

search for fully struck coins with Full Bell Lines. Our 

selection is of very high quality. 

1948 MS-66 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant with exceptional 

lustre. A very high quality and fully struck speci¬ 

men of this first year of issue.1,295 

1948 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant centers with a halo 

of gold at the rims.169 

Lovely 1949-D Franklin 50C with FBI 

1949-D MS-65 FBL (NGC). Brilliant with a trace of 

very light amber toning. A sharply struck gem 

with full definition on the reverse. This issue is 

almost never encountered with Full Bell Lines, an 

indication of the very sharp strike.2,350 

1949-D MS-64 FBL (ANACS). Mostly brilliant with a 

hint of light golden toning. Oh so close to MS-65, 

but oh so far away in price!.285 

1951 Proof-67 (NGC). Brilliant white with immaculate 

fields.1,095 

1952 MS-65 FBL (ANACS). Brilliant with just a blush 

of rose near the base of the obverse.495 

1954-D MS-65 FBL. Brilliant.219 

1954-D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.219 

1954-D MS-65. Brilliant.149 

1954-S MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.450 

1954-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1956 Type II. Proof-68 Deep Cameo (PCGS) Brilliant 

with heavily frosted devices. We have just pur¬ 

chased a small group (amazing!) of this particular 

variety, each one a treat to the eye. Purchase one 

for.679 

1956 Type II. Proof-68 Cameo (NGC). Frosty white 

devices with full contrast against immaculate 

fields.295 

1956 Type II. Proof-68 Cameo (PCGS). Heavily frosted 

devices offset from reflective fields.295 

1956 Type II. Proof-67 Deep Cameo (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.379 

1956 MS-66 (NGC). Lustrous with light iridescent 

colors.99 

1957 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.37 

1957 MS-65 (ANACS). Brilliant.45 

1957 MS-65 (NGC). Light iridescent surfaces.45 

1957 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.45 

1957- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1958- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.195 
While we have a great stock of Franklin half dollars, it will 

help you and also help us if you have second choices in mind 

when you telephone, fax, or mail your order 

1959-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant..159 

1959-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant. Reviewing our 

beautiful inventory of Franklin half dollars 

prompts us to recall the davs of the 1950s when 

there was little interest in collecting such pieces, 

and we did not stock them singly In fact, we had 

a general policy—with just a few exceptions - not 

to stock any United States coins dated alter 1940! 

Today this seems rather silly, but back then such 

pieces played to a small market and had relatively 
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little premium value. Now, competition to buy 

choice Franklin half dollars is fierce, and it takes a 

great deal of effort for us to maintain our inven¬ 

tory.49 

1959- D MS-63. Brilliant.12 

1960- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant and fully lus¬ 

trous. One of the scarcest dates in the whole se¬ 

ries with full bell lines; PCGS has graded none 

higher.1,250 

1961 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1961- D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

1961-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with a whisper of 

gold at the rims.395 

1961-D MS-64 (NGC). Lightly toned.28 

1961- D MS-63. Brilliant.12 

1962 Proof-68 Deep Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant.975 

1962 Proof-68 (NGC). Brilliant.79 

1962 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.245 

1962 MS-63. Brilliant.12 

1962- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with gold pe¬ 

ripheral toning.350 

1962-D MS-64. Brilliant.25 

1962- D MS-63. Brilliant.12 

1963 Proof-67 Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1963 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1963 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.65 

1963 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

1963 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

1963 MS-63. Brilliant.12 

1963- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1963-D MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden toning.79 

1963-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.  19 

1963- D MS-63. Brilliant.12 

Kennedy Half Dollar 
1964- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.34 

1969-S Proof-68 Cameo (PCGS).39 

Silver Dollars 
For decades, knowledgeable silver dollar collec¬ 

tors have turned to Bowers and Merena for quality 

coins and great value. Long-time customers know 

that w'hen quality counts, they can count on us to 

deliver. Silver dollars have long been one of our spe¬ 

cialties and we are justifiably proud of the fact that we 

have been instrumental in forming some of the finest 

silver dollar collections ever assembled. 

We offer a solo 1799, then an 1802, continue to a 

handful of nice Liberty Seated dollars, then go in a 

truly grand and impressive way into Morgan and 

Peace dollars. We have dates and grades to suit every 

collecting interest, including desirable branch mint 

rarities and other popular issues. We look forward to 

your order. 

Draped Bust Dollars 
1799 Bowers-Borckardt-163, Bolender-10. F-15 

(PCGS). Pale rose-gray with deeper highlights at 

the rims. A marvelous coin for the assigned grade, 

with minimum marks and maximum visual ap¬ 

peal. Don't miss out!. 1,195 

1802 BB-241, B-6. F-12 (NGC). Light steel gray with 

some deeper highlights. An attractive coin for the 

grade.1,195 

Liberty Seated Dollars 

Choice Uncirculated 1860-0 Dollar 

1860-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Pale golden surfaces dis¬ 

play strong lustre and a minimum of marks for 

the assigned grade. Decidedly choice for the 

grade, and worthy of serious consideration as 

such.3,550 

Cameo Proof 1870 Dollar 

1870 Proof-63 (PCGS). Deeply mirrored fields and 

highly lustrous devices create an exceptional 

cameo appearance, commonly called "black and 

white.".2,995 

1871 EF-45 (PCGS). Attractive gray surfaces.459 

Uncirculated 1872 Liberty Seated $1 

1872 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous pale golden surfaces. 

Choice for the grade, with no marks of any con¬ 

sequence present. The variety with the bases of 

date numerals in the rock above the existing 

date.1,995 

Morgan Silver Dollars 
We are the indisputable world's leader —or at 

least we think we are — when it comes to buying rare 

quality Morgan silver dollars. Read, study, and cri¬ 

tique the following listing and you will agree that it is 

one of the finest selections of Morgan dollars we have 

offered in recent times. 

Check out our current selection, then call our Rare 

Coin Gallery-the term for the "inventory depart¬ 

ment" of our business —team, Gail Watson and 

Debbie McDonald. Just a few days after you place 

your order (even quicker if you desire overnight de¬ 

livery; ask about the details), some of the most 

beautiful Morgan dollars you've ever seen will be ar¬ 

riving in your mailbox! 

For some of the more plentiful dates, we may be 

several coins "deep" in inventory, while some of the 

rare dates listed may be one-of-a-kind in our stock. 

Our best advice is to order early to be assured of your 

selection. 

Right now, Morgan dollars are among-the most 

widely collected of all American coins. In fact, among 

19th (and early 20th) century series, they are the undis¬ 

puted leader. And, as well they should be! A basic set 

of dates and mints comprises slightly fewer than 100 

coins, most of which are available in attractive Mint 

State grades for less than several hundred dollars per 

coin, with some of the dates available for a lot less. 

A truly knowledgeable numismatist typically seeks 

"a lot of coin for the money." There may be no better 

place in numismatics than the Morgan dollar series 

when it comes to value and quality. For instance, a 

complete collection, including one of each date and 

mint of Morgan dollars, is actually obtainable for 

most collectors, the major "stopper" being the 1895 

Philadelphia Mint Proof-only coin. If you modify 

your goal to include one of each date and mint actu¬ 

ally struck for circulation, you can readily put together 

an absolutely complete set. Many collectors purchase 

as many of the dates as are affordable in Mint State, 

and then add the rarities such as the 1889-CC, 1893- 

S, and 1895-0 issues in slightly circulated grades. 

With so many options available, is it any wonder that 

Morgan dollars are so popular? 

Collecting Suggestions and Strategy (from QDB) 

A very effective way to build a beautiful collection 

of Morgan dollars, consisting of the nearly 100 differ¬ 

ent dates and mintmarks in the series, is as follows: 

1. Select a pricing point, say $300 per coin (or $100, 

or $1,000 —this is your call). 

2. Purchase one of each different MS-65 coin you 

can purchase for $300 or less. Some will be a lot less, 

while others will challenge the $300 mark. Make up a 

"want list" for the ones that theoretically cost $300 or 

less in MS-65 grade, and keep it on hand to work 

with. 

3. Now, from the coins that you did not purchase 

as per No. 2 above or did not add to your want list, 

run through the series again, and make a list of all 

that cost $300 or less in MS-64 grade. Buy what you 

can and make a want list for others. 

4. Now, deleting the items from Nos. 2 and 3 

above, make a list of the remaining coins that you can 

buy in MS-63 grade for $300 or less. By this time, you 

will have on your list well over half of the different 

varieties in the set — all in choice to gem Mint State! 

5. Now that the easier ones are past, make a list of 

the remaining pieces that you can buy in MS-60 to 

MS-62 grade for $300 or less. You will be nearlv at the 

finish line! 

6. Now, make a list of the "toughies" that re¬ 

main-such as the 1880-CC, 1893-S, and a tew others, 

and one-by-one, consulting market listings, make up 
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a want list as to the grade you want — perhaps VF for 

the 1893-S, or whatever, realizing that some of the key 

remaining issues will cost you more than $300 each. 

Do not be in a hurrv. Getting there is half the fun! 

Buy carefully and slowly. Cherrypick for quality 

along the way. 1 suggest buying the MS-65 and MS-64 

coins first, as in this way you will have a very impres¬ 

sive display nearly at the outset, providing a basis for 

your later acquisitions at leisure. 

1878 8 Tailfeathers. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant with full 

reflective lustre and outstanding eye appeal. As a 

gem specimen of a unique type, this coin belongs 

in an advanced type collection of high-quality 

specimens.1,475 

1878 8 Tailfeathers. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.319 

Gem 1878 "7 over 8 Tailfeathers" 

1878 Doubled Tailfeathers. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 

Traditionally called "7 over 8 tailfeathers," but the 

nomenclature has been changed in recent times 

as, typically, only a few earlier tailfeathers can be 

seen peeking out from beneath the final 7. An in¬ 

teresting variety with a fascinating story behind 

it!.2,850 

1878 Doubled Tailfeathers. MS-65 (PCGS). "Weak" 

definition of tailfeathers, as struck. Brilliant. 1,350 

1878 Doubled Tailfeathers. MS-62 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.169 

1878 7 Tailfeathers. Reverse of 1878 (as normally 

seen). MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,495 

1878 7 Tailfeathers. Reverse of 1878 (as normally 

seen). MS-64 DMPL (NGC). Brilliant with deep 

prooflike contrast and frosted devices. A very dif¬ 

ficult date in DMPL and even more difficult to 

find without heavy bagmarking. Choice for the 

grade.795 

1878 7 Tailfeathers. Reverse of 1878. MS-64 (PCGS). 

Brilliant.215 

1878 7 Tailfeathers. Reverse of 1878. MS-62. Bril¬ 

liant.65 

1878-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous, and 

choice. A superb specimen of this first Carson 

City Morgan dollar.1,350 

1878-S MS-66 (NGC). Attractive gold and orange 

peripheral toning frames brilliant centers with a 

full cartwheel.1,050 

1878-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.1,050 

1878-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with gorgeous 

frosty devices set off from immaculate reflective 

fields.1,050 

1878-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.44 

Buy Today, Enjoy Tomorrow! 

When you place your order from 

this Rare Coin Review, ask about our 

express delivery. In this way the coins 

you order today can be in your hands 

tomorrow. The extra cost is nominal, 

and for larger orders is free. 

Gorgeous Proof 1879 Dollar 

Low Mintage Rarity 

1879 Proof-63 (PCGS). Gorgeous iridescent toning. 

Very difficult to find so choice! A low-mintage is¬ 

sue in Proof format, compared to the millions of 

circulation strikes. Today, the market price of Proof 

Morgan dollars is quite low, in our opinion. It is an 

interesting challenge to build a date set.1,675 

1879 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,075 

1879 MS-65 (PCGS). Frosty and fully brilliant with 

outstanding aesthetic appeal. Far scarcer than 

many Morgan dollars in gem quality.1,075 

1879-S MS-67 Reverse of 1879 (as normally seen) 

(NGC). Brilliant.879 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant... 879 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-66 PL (NGC). Superb 

frosty devices. The obverse is blast white; the re¬ 

verse has lovely gold and rose peripheries... 395 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.. 239 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. 239 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant cen¬ 

ters with amber peripheral toning.239 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-65 DPL (NGC). Bril¬ 

liant.460 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-65. Brilliant.97 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. . 97 

1879-S Reverse of 1879. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.... 46 

1879- S Reverse of 1879. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. . 46 

1880/9-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1880- 0 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and brilliant., A sat¬ 

iny example of a New Orleans Mint issues that is 

quite scarce in Mint State grades.1,249 

1880-S MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.629 

1880-S MS-66 DPL (NGC). Full cameo contrast with 

just a whisper of peripheral toning.1,395 

1880-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.239 

1880-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1880-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant obverse with a half 

moon of rainbow toning on the reverse.239 

1880-S MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant.450 

1880-S MS-65 PL (PCGS). Light amber peripheries. 249 

1880-S MS-65. Brilliant.96 

1880-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.96 

1880-S MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1880-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1880-S MS-63. Brilliant.33 

Lovely Proof 1881 $1 

1881 Proof-63 (PCGS). Even pale gold with full 

reflectivity and great eye appeal for the assigned 

grade. This piece would liven up any collection of 

Morgan dollars or would be a magnificent repre¬ 

sentation of the design in a type set.1,995 

1881-CC MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with just a whisper 

of gold highlights.1,250 

1881-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 

Gem 1881-0 Morgan Dollar 

1881-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. 

Seldom encountered in gem quality.1,895 

1881 -S MS-67 PL (NGC). An exceptionally high- 

grade example of this exceedingly popular mint- 

mark.945 

1881 -S MS-67 (NGC) Brilliant. A superb example lar 

above average in numerical grade. The 1881 -S is 

nearly always seen sharply struck, this specimen 

adhering to the rule. Thus, the combination of 

high grade, sharp strike, and nice eve appeal 

makes this an ideal candidate for type set pur¬ 

poses.629 

1881-S MS-66 PL (NGC). Brilliant.319 

1881-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. 

1881-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1881-S MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant. 525 

1881-S MS-65 PL (NGC). Brilliant.195 
The 1881-S is the most available of the early Morgan 

dollar varieties in terms of sharplv struck, high-grade Mint 

Statecoins. We always try to have a nice supply on hand If you 

have a friend who might be interested in Morgan dollars, 

consider buying an 1881-S as a gift. The recipient will surelv be 

grateful and quite impressed! 

1881-S MS-65 PL (PCGS). Brilliant with frostv de¬ 

vices.195 

1881-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. % 

1881-S MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant with hints of gold 

peripheral toning.89 

1881-S MS-64. Brilliant.45 

1881-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. This is the Morgan 

dollar for all seasons.45 

1881-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with light amber pe¬ 

ripheral toning.45 

1881-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.33 

1881- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with amber 

peripheral toning.33 

1882 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant.575 

1882 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

Frosty PL1882-CC $1 

1882- CC MS-66 PL (PCGS). Impressive full lustre and 

white frosty devices. This coin was likely a very 

early strike and was luckily well preserved. 

Choice and appealing.1,795 

1882-CC MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant with full cartwheel 

and full mint frost on the devices. A beautiful 

specimen.1,295 

1882-CC MS-66 (NGC). Light rainbow iridescence on 

obverse.1,295 

1882-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.439 

Lovely Gem Mint State 1882-0 $1 

MS-65 DMPL 

1882-0 MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). Fully brilliant silver 

gray surfaces with perhaps a dusting of pale 

gold at the centers. A date that is seldom found 

so fine; in fact, PCGS has only graded onr e\ 
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ample of the date at a higher grade. Truly one of 

the finest examples of the date extant, and almost 

certain to sell quickly. Will your call be the first 

inquiry about this beauty? Please, act quickly to 

capture this winner for your Morgan dollar col¬ 

lection.5,750 

1882-0 MS-65 PL (PCGS). Brilliant. A lovely cameo 

example.995 

1882-0 MS-63 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1882-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1882-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1882-S MS-65. Brilliant.97 

1882-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.97 

1882-S MS-64. Brilliant.46 

1882-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.46 

1882-S MS-63 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with some 

golden toning on the reverse.34 

Superb Gem 1883 Dollar 

1883-CC MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant and frosty.825 

1883-CC MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.825 

1883-CC MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant.725 

1883-CC MS-65 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.425 

1883-CC MS-65. Brilliant.325 

1883-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1883-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.319 

1883-0 MS-65. Brilliant.99 

1883-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1883-0 MS-64. Brilliant.46 

1883-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.46 

1883-0 MS-63. Brilliant.33 

1883-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.33 

Choice and Lustrous 1883-S Dollar 

Highly Important Rarity 

|883 

1883 MS-67 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and fully frosty 

with brilliant white surfaces. Quite scarce in high 

quality, just 33 examples have been certified with 

only two finer MS-68 coins. A very low popula¬ 

tion among Morgan dollars.2,650 

Morgan Dollars! 
Isn't it wonderful that the Treasury 

Department stored huge quantities of 

1878-1921 Morgan dollars and released 

them in the 1960s? Otherwise, such 

coins would be exceedingly expensive 

(for comparisons, just check the prices 

for Mint State Liberty Seated half dol¬ 

lars or Barber half dollars from the 

1870s onward). 

As it is, at current market prices you 

can build the majority of a set of about 

100 different mintmarks for less than a 

few hundred dollars per coin, some¬ 

times for less than $100 per coin, and 

sometimes for even less than $50! And, 

these prices are for attractive Mint State 

examples! 

Use Bowers and Merena Galleries 

as your source to start, work on, or 

complete a special set! 

1884 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1884 MS-66 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a whisper 

of blue and gold on the obverse.995 

1884-CC MS-66 PL (NGC). Frosty white devices and 

reflective cartwheel lustre.1,395 

1884-CC MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1884-CC MS-65 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant. A gorgeous 

coin, quite resembling a Proof, which will be a 

centerpiece in your collection.750 

1884-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a hint of 

attractive rainbow toning.325 

1884-0 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.299 

1884-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1884-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with a whisper 

of rainbow toning between 6:00 and 7:00. 299 

1884-0 MS-65 DPL (NGC). Light peripheral roll ton¬ 

ing and heavily frosted devices.735 

1884-0 MS-65. Brilliant.96 

1884-0 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.96 

1884-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.96 

1884-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with a whisper of 

yellow at the rims.96 

1884-0 MS-64. Brilliant.45 

1884-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1884-0 MS-63. Brilliant.33 

1884-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. A nice introductory 

coin to illustrate the New Orleans Mint.33 

1883-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with light reflectivity 

and great lustre. This is one of the scarce dates 

among Morgan dollars, a rarity in choice or gem 

Mint State.5,250 

1883-S AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant with nearly complete 

silver lustre.199 

1884 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant with full cartwheel lus¬ 

tre.995 

1884- S AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

1885 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant white surfaces. A de¬ 

lightful example with frosty lustre.285 

1885 MS-65. Brilliant.99 

1885 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1885 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1885 MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1885 MS-64. Brilliant.46 

1885 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.46 

1885 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.46 

1885 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with a whisper of blue 

and gold at the rims.46 

1885 MS-63 DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1885- CC MS-65 PL (PCGS). Fully brilliant and 

sharply struck with cameo contrast.925 

1885-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with frosty silver 

lustre.795 

1885-0 MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant with impressive cart¬ 

wheel lustre and frosty devices.1,350 

1885-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.269 

1885-0 MS-65. Brilliant.96 

1885-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.96 

1885-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.45 

1885-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1885-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces. 45 

1885-0 MS-63. Brilliant.33 

Lustrous Gem Mint State 1885-S $1 

1885-S MS-65 (PCGS). Mainly brilliant and highly 

lustrous, with just a nuance of pale champagne 

toning. A splendid representative example of a 

date that is seldom found finer than the present 

specimen, and desirable for just that reason. Add 

this beautiful Morgan to your collection!... 2,250 

1886 MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant. Superb!.795 

1886 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1886 MS-65. Brilliant.96 

1886 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.96 

1886 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.96 

1886 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.45 

1886 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. Our listing is suffi¬ 

ciently comprehensive that it is a pleasant and 

easy experience to order a dozen or two dozen or 

three dozen different inexpensive Morgan dollars, 

all in beautiful Mint State, and form the nucleus 

of a specialized collection. When our package ar¬ 

rives in vour mailbox you will be delighted at the 

quality you gaze upon. We guarantee it! Morgan 

dollars are fun to collect, and our inventory ot 

choice pieces gives you one of the finest selections 

you will ever see . 1 * 
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188b MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.33 

Mint State 1886-0 Rarity 

1886-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous with a hint of golden 

toning. One of the harder-to-find Morgan dollars at 

this grade level. You'll like this specimen.3,250 

1886-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.315 

1886-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with light 

amber peripheral toning.565 

1886-S MS-63 DPL (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

light peripheral toning. Somewhat scarce so se¬ 

lect .1,350 

Lustrous 1887/6 Overdate $1 

1887/6 MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous, with 

reflective fields and lightly frosted motifs. Just a 

whisper of pale rose iridescence is noted. Under¬ 

lying 6 plainly visible under low magnification. 

A decidedly choice example of the date and 

grade.1,695 
1887 MS-65. Brilliant.96 

1887 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.% 

1887 MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.96 

1887 MS-64. Brilliant.45 

1887 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. We recently bought a 

hoardlet of certified 1887 dollars, all graded by 

PCGS. Have us send one to you for.45 

1887 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.33 

Gem 1887-0 Dollar 

1887-0 MS-65 (PCGS). This lovely example is sharply 

struck with fully brilliant lustre and outstanding 

aesthetic appeal. One of the more difficult to tmd 

Morgan dollars at the MS-65 level, a connoisseur s 

coin.4,995 

"Great" 1887-S Dollar 

1887- S MS-65 (PCGS). Well struck with lovely cart¬ 

wheel lustre. A truly great coin, combining high 

numerical grade with sharp strike and excellent 

eye appeal.4,150 

1888 MS-64. Brilliant.49 

1888 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1888 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant with light gold periph¬ 

eral toning.49 

1888 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1888- 0 MS-65 PL (NGC). A lovely example with fullv 

brilliant lustre on the devices.745 
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visit: www.bowersandmerena.com. 
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1888-0 MS-65. Brilliant.475 

1888-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

Prooflike 1888-S Morgan Dollar 

Among Finest Seen 

1888-S MS-65 PL (PCGS). Brilliant. This is an excep¬ 

tional gem example with outstanding contrast. 

The devices are fully lustrous and sharply de¬ 

fined. Attractive mirrored fields very nearly 

qualify this example as Deep Mirror Prooflike. A 

treat for the connoisseur.4,950 

1889 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.329 

1889 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). Mirrored fields with 

nice frosty devices. This is a lovely cameo ex¬ 

ample.635 

1889-CC G-6 (NGC). Attractive.259 

Scarce 1890 Deep Mirror Prooflike Dollar 

1890 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). Nice cameo contrast and 

great lustre. A choice and frosty dollar that would 

be difficult to locate in finer grade; PCGS has cer¬ 

tified only three higher.1,495 

1890-CC MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with light periph¬ 

eral toning.935 

Handsome Gem 1890-0 $1 

1890-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Choice for the grade with 

outstanding eye appeal and lustre and an above- 

average strike. A worthy specimen for any ad¬ 

vanced collection.2,250 

Glittering 1890-0 Dollar 

1890-0 MS-64 DMPL (PCGS). Heavily frosted and 

very attractive.1,895 

1890-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.87 

1890-5 MS-65 (PCGS). brilliant.975 

' , MS-63 bn Hunt.99 

1890-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1890-S MS-62. Brilliant.79 

Notable 1891-CC Dollar 

1891-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Superb satiny lustre and mint 

frost. Great eye appeal, always popular. Quite 

scarce in comparison to demand for it.3,450 

1891-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.339 

Exceptional Gem 1892-CC Dollar 

1892-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant frosty centers with 

a whisper of light russet peripheral toning and 

lightly reflective fields. Superb eye appeal. The 

1892-CC is one of the more difficult Carson City 

issues to obtain at this level, and only infrequently 

are we privileged to have one in stock. We reiter¬ 

ate that in order for any Morgan dollar to be pur¬ 

chased by us it has to meet several tests — 

including being an excellent example of its nu¬ 

merical grade level, being an excellent example of 

its strike and other characteristics of a given date 

and mintmark, and, to be attractive to behold, 

and, finally, to be a good value for the money 

paid. It is often the case that we have to review a 

dozen or more coins before finding one that is just 

right for our inventory and for resale.7,950 

Mint State 1892-S Morgan $1 Rarity 

1892-S MS-60 (NGC). Subdued lustre on pearlescent 

gray surfaces, with a touch of pale gold toning 

on both sides. A definite key date in the series, 

especially so in Mint State. Indeed, Uncirculated 

examples of this date are seldom seen at any 

grade level! A classic issue that will undoubtedly 

draw the attention of many Morgan dollar spe¬ 

cialists.14,950 

Elusive 1892-S Morgan $1 

1892- S AU-50 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre re¬ 

mains on the surfaces of this lightly circulated 

key-date Morgan dollar issue. A scattering of faint 

marks is present —as should be expected for the 

assigned grade —none of which immediately 

draw the viewer's eye. Altogether pleasing for the 

grade.1,650 

1893 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. An exceptional ex¬ 

ample with frosty lustre and sharp design fea¬ 

tures. This is the most affordable issue of the 

year.1,395 

1893 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with amber ton¬ 

ing at the rims.910 

1893- CC F-12 (NGC). Attractive .149 

Rare Mint State 1893-0 Dollar 

1893-0 MS-60 (ANACS). Brilliant. Very difficult to 

find at this grade level.1,675 

Desirable 1893-S Dollar 

1893-S VF-20 (PCGS). Natural light gray.2,375 

Pleasing 1893-S Dollar 

1893-S F-12 (PCGS). Light gray and attractive. 1,595 

Lustrous 1894 Dollar 

Choice and Rare 

1894 MS-63 (PCGS). Fully brilliant and attractiv e 

This issue is always in demand. We trv to keep 

examples in stock at all times, however, such a 

goal is not easily accomplished. 3,950 

1894 VG-8 (NGC). "M 
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Question & Answer Forum 

by Q. David Bowers 

QI need your help. I'm close to com¬ 

pleting my set of Peace silver dollars 

in MS-63 and MS-64. One of the coins I 

need is a 1934-S, but I already have one in 

AU-50 grade. Should I just keep this coin 

for my set or do I have to get a MS-63 coin 

to go with the others? I feel that coin is 

very expensive in that grade and not 

worth the money, at least for me. Would 

this greatly reduce interest in my set if I 

sold it in the future? Should all of the 

coins in this or any other set be in the 

same grade? — T.M. 

A My recommendation would be to buy 

an MS-63 and trade your AU-50 to¬ 

ward it, if this does not strain your bud¬ 

get-bearing in mind that an MS-63 of 

hand-picked quality would sell now for 

about $2,500, and one that is not particu¬ 

larly choice from an eye appeal viewpoint 

might be closer to $2,000. 

My own opinion is that while market val¬ 

ues do change from time to time, the MS-63 

1934-S Peace dollar is scarce and is in very 

strong demand. We try to stock such pieces 

here, and they move quite quickly. Perhaps 

more important, they are not easy to find to 

replace in our inventory. Thus, I expect that 

at any future date when you sell your collec¬ 

tion, eyes will be on your 1934-S and it will 

be very desirable for someone to own. 

On the other hand, if the MS-63 1934-S 

would constitute an important part of your 

coin buying budget for this year, then keep 

the AU-50 that you have and use the money 

to collect some other things. 

Concerning a set of Peace dollars in gen¬ 

eral, this is a prime example of an American 

series in which cherrypicking can yield ex¬ 

cellent quality. By carefully selecting MS-63 

coins one by one, it is quite possible to build 

a full set that has more eye appeal than cer¬ 

tified "generic" MS-64 coins. 

QNow that I am the purchaser 

of the lovely 1909/8 double 

eagle. Lot 305 in your Lucien 

LaRiviere Collection sale, can you 

supply some background informa¬ 

tion concerning this variety? Thank 

you. — H.E. 

A The 1909/8 is the only overdate in the 

Saint-Gaudens double eagle series. 1 

estimate that it constituted about 40% of the 

161,282 mintage figure for the 1909 date. It 

has been suggested that the overdate is 

even more plentiful than the regular date, 

the evidence seems inconclusive, but leans 

to the contrary. It is likely that many of the 

1909/8 coins remained stateside and were 

melted in the 1930s in Mint State. 

I also estimate that only about 800 to 

1,200 Mint State Pieces exist today. Most are 

from MS-60 to MS-63, but enough MS-64 

pieces exist that the specialist can locate one 

without intense effort. MS-65 coins are con¬ 

siderably scarcer; in fact, quite rare. In circu¬ 

lated grades, typically EF and AU, I suggest 

a population of 3,500 to 5,000 or a bit more. 

The story of the 1909/8 is interesting in 

that until after 1970 the overdate was con¬ 

sidered to be quite scarce, even rare, and the 

typical example encountered was apt to be 

AU or a very low level Mint State. The 

writer recalls looking through quantities of 

double eagles in the 1960s and not finding 

any Mint State specimens. In later times 

specimens in higher grades gradually came 

We invite readers to submit questions 

concerning any aspect of American 

numismatics. All will be answered 

privately by Dave Bowers and our 

staff, and selected questions will be 

used in this column. 

onto the 

market, so 

that by 1982, 
J 

when David W. 

Akers wrote his text 

on double eagles, high- 

grade specimens were no longer numis¬ 

matic curiosities. 

A little bit of numismatic history. 

The May-June 1910 issue of The Numis¬ 

matist included this item by Edgar H. 

Adams: 

"Overstruck dates are those where the 

die of one year has been altered to do ser¬ 

vice for the succeeding one. The last figure 

in the date is usually gouged out and re¬ 

placed by the new one, but seldom is this 

operation conducted so skillfully that traces 

of it are not left. Of course the reason for 

this is to save money in the making of the 

dies, and the practice has by no means been 

abandoned altogether, for careful scrutiny 

of the Saint-Gaudens $20 piece of 1909 will 

reveal traces of what seems to have been 

the alteration of the figure 8 to 9." 

Today we know that the master die con¬ 

tained the full date, 1908 or 1909 as the case 

may be. The most likely scenario is that an 

already made 1908 working die was im¬ 

pressed by a 1909 master die, neatly creat¬ 

ing the overdate. There was no "gouging' 

or alteration of the date figures; one simple 

appeared over the other. 

At the time, Adams was in the forefront 

of numismatic research His studies of pn- 
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vate and territorial gold coins, published 

serially in the American Journal of Numis¬ 

matics a few years earlier, still stand today 

as definitive sources of information. With 

his friend William H. Woodin, Adams 

studied patterns carefully, and in 1913 

Adams provided the photographs while 

Woodin wrote the text for the first book 

published on that topic. His mind knew 

no rigid boundaries, and in the pages of 

The Numismatist he was apt to skip from 

an arcane topic such as colonial copies 

made in the 1860s by James A. Bolen, to 

the Proof 1838 $10 piece, to pattern 1879 

and 1880 $4 Stellas —and just about every¬ 

thing in between. Adams' "day job" was 

as a newspaper reporter for the New York 

Sun. However, it seems that numismatics 

must have taken much of his spare time, 

for he wrote monographs, columns, and 

helped with dealer catalogues (such as 

those published by Wayte Raymond and 

the U.S. Coin Company). By 1920, Adams' 

energy seems to have petered out, for his 

book on American tokens of that date is 

rather "thin" and cannot stand careful 

comparison with his magisterial efforts of 

years earlier on private gold coinage. In 

the 1920s Adams was heard from sporadi¬ 

cally, and in the 1930s certain of his stud¬ 

ies relating to early gold coins were pub¬ 

lished in The Coin Collectors' Journal, by 

Wayte Raymond. 

As sometimes happens, Adams' May- 

June 1910 report of the overdated 1909/8 

double eagle seems to have been forgotten. 

In 1941 Abe Kosoff, who had entered 

the coin trade in 1929, included examples 

of the 1909/8 overdate in two of his sales 

but no special notice was taken of them: 

His Auction Sale No. 8, June 1941, in¬ 

cluded this: Lot 564: "1909 Over 8. 

Overdate. With motto on reverse. Fine and 

probably scarce." The coin realized $36. A 

matter-of-fact listing that in its time was 

quite unusual, although the cataloguer did 

not take the time or space to say so. 

Not long thereafter, in his Sale No. 11, 

October 1941, Abe Kosoff offered this: 

Lot 500: "1909 Over 08. Not listed in 

Standard Catalogue. With motto on reverse. 

About Fine. Scarce." This, too, realized $36. 

The Coin Collector's Journal, May-June 

1943, published by Wayte Raymond, con¬ 

tained a discussion by Abe Kosoff of the 

1909/8, "of which five copies had been dis¬ 

covered." An illustration of the variety was 

printed. Interest in modern overdates was 

minimal on the part of collectors, and few 

cared which varieties existed. After this 

notice demand for the overdate multiplied. 

Until that time, it was virtually unknown 

to current dealers and collectors. 

Philosophy was much different in 1943 

than it is today, and most dealers had little 

in the way of a reference library, and only 

rarely consulted old catalogues and peri¬ 

odicals. Even great rarities were apt to be 

featured in auction catalogues with sim¬ 

ply a one-line description. Most catalogu¬ 

ing was apt to be done by consulting one 

or two references, then writing a few 

words. The idea of poring through past 

auction catalogues to extract relevant in¬ 

formation for descriptive use was virtu¬ 

ally unknown, except for dealers citing 

their own catalogues (e.g., often done by B. 

Max Mehl). 

Although B. Max Mehl could wield a 

pen with awesome flourishes during that 

era, laurels for truly authoritative cata¬ 

loguing must go to John J. Ford, Jr., who 

joined the New Netherlands Coin Com¬ 

pany in 1950, and who by 1952 was creat¬ 

ing auction descriptions that went beyond 

name, rank and serial number — numis- 

matically equal to date, mintmark, and 

grade. Even a common, ordinary coin, if 

described by Ford, could become an ob¬ 

ject of possession and desire! The present 

writer remembers this era well, beginning 

a year or two later. By 1955, the New 

Netherlands catalogues were kept at the 

elbow of just about anyone belonging to 

the increasing number of collectors and 

dealers who were interested in history 

and romance apart from grades and cata¬ 

logue values. At the same time, Walter 

Breen was just coming on stream with his 

research, publishing actively in the Nu¬ 

mismatic Scrapbook Magazine and doing 

cataloguing and other work for New 

Netherlands. However, Breen was often 

myopic, and after consulting a small 

group of catalogues he would pronounce 

a certain price record or rarity status. It 

seems that the entire corpus of 20th-cen¬ 

tury catalogues by Thomas L. Elder, laden 

with many great rarities, was skimmed 

only lightly and partially by Breen. As has 

been reiterated in many places in modern 

times, much of Breen's research is being 

re-examined by modern scholars in an ef¬ 

fort to separate fact from opinion and fic¬ 

tion. 

In 1944, the 1909/8 was added to Wayte 

Raymond's Standard Catalogue of United 

States Coins, which, indeed, was the stan¬ 

dard reference at the time. It had no com¬ 

petitors and was widely admired for the 

information it contained. Beginning in 1945 

the 1909/8 $20 was added to Whitman's 

Handbook of United States Coins, a buying 

guide that had been published since 1941. 

When A Guide Book of United States Coins 

was first published in 1946 (with a cover 

date of 1947) the variety was listed. Begin¬ 

ning with the 1972 edition the variety was 

pictured. 

Years later overdates would become an 

important part of numismatics, and stocks 

of double eagles, particularly in overseas 

banks, would be searched to reveal count¬ 

less hundreds of examples of the 1909/8 

variety. 

James F. Kelly, the Dayton, Ohio, jew¬ 

eler and rare coin dealer, began Issue No. 8 

(August 1948) of his newsletter, Kelly's 

Coins and Chatter, with this in its question 

and answer column: 

"Q: Was the 1909 Over 8 double eagle a 

recent discovery? 

"A: No. It was written up in the 1910 

Numismatist by Edgar H. Adams, page 157. 

Listed in the 1944 Standard Catalogue for the 

first time." 

Kelly was practicing a bit of one- 

upmanship here, and wanted his readers to 

know that the overdate was not a new dis¬ 

covery (to him). However Kelly neglected 

multiple earlier citations, such as the pair of 

offerings by Kosoff in 1941. 

Under separate cover I am sending you 

my file on the 1909/8 with dozens of list¬ 

ings and other mentions over the years, 

many of which make interesting reading 

today. Enjoy what I send you, thanks for 

being a bidder in our LaRiviere sale, and 

enjoy your coin! Send your piece to me, it 

you would like me to re-review it (if it is 

the Norweb piece I haven't seen it for over 

a decade!) 
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Pleasing 1894-0 Dollar 

Choice and Rare 

1894-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Sharply struck and fully bril¬ 

liant with attractive satiny lustre.3,595 

1894- 0 AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant.245 

1895- 0 EF-45 (ANACS). Light golden surfaces. . 299 

1895-0 VF-35 (NGC). Attractive pewter gray sur¬ 

faces.239 

1895-0 G-4 (NGC).99 

1895- S VG-8 (NGC).189 

1896 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.675 

1896 MS-65 PL (PCGS). Peripheral amber toning and 

great eye appeal. .475 

1896 MS-62. Brilliant.27 

1896- 0 AU-53 (NGC). Lustrous light champagne sur¬ 

faces.495 

1897 MS-66 (NGC). Exceptional satiny lustre and 

an impeccably detailed strike. A superb speci¬ 

men.1,350 

1897 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant and lightly reflective. 

Readily available in lower grades, but decidedly 

elusive in the superb gem Mint State preservation 

offered here.1,350 

1897 MS-63. Brilliant.35 

1898 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant and fully struck with 

immaculate surfaces. Exceptional condition for 

this Philadelphia issue.1,095 

1898 MS-65 PL (PCGS). Brilliant with only two pieces 

graded higher by PCGS.695 

Impressive 1898-0 $1 

1898-0 MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant and bright with lustre. 

Excellent eye appeal and nearly impossible to 

improve upon.1,595 

Gem Deep Mirror Prooflike 1898-0 Dollar 

1898-0 MS-66 DM PL (PCGS). Sharply struck with 

fully brilliant surfaces highlighted by a touch of 

light gold toning along the borders. Wonderful 

cameo contrast adds to the aesthetic appeal of this 

gem.2,795 
1898-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.309 

1898-0 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.97 

1898-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.97 

1898-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.46 

Superb 1899 Dollar 

1899 MS-66 (PCGS). Fully brilliant with great eye 

appeal —one of the nicest circulation strikes you 

will ever find. First order gets it for.1,895 

1900 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.745 

1900 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.56 

1900-0/CC MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.625 

1900-0 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant with impeccable cart¬ 

wheel lustre.535 

1900-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with a halo of 

amber toning at the rims.139 

Gem 1900-S Dollar 

1900-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and fullv lustrous. A 

lovely specimen of this issue that will never re¬ 

quire upgrade or apology.1,525 

1901-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.179 

1901-0 MS-64 PL (NGC). Brilliant.99 

Gem Mint State 1901-S Dollar 

1901-S MS-65 (PCGS). One of our favorite dates, 

appearing very infrequently in gem quality. Fully 

brilliant with frosty lustre and very slight cameo 

contrast. Typical quality for coins that would have 

been called "semi-prooflike" back in the good old 

days.4,250 

One-Of-A-Kind 
Most items in this issue are one-of- 

a-kind in our stock, so please order as 

early as possible for the best selection, 

just telephone 1-800-222-5993 and Gail 

or Debbie will take care of your order 

today. Be sure to ask about our Order It 

Today, Enjoy It Tomorrow overnight 

service! 

Quality, service, value and appre¬ 

ciation for your business and friend¬ 

ship are yours when vou order from 

Bowers and Merena. 

1902 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1902 MS-66 (V .( \ Brilliant. 

1902-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

Exceptional 1902-S Morgan Dollar 

1902-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and attractive This 

lovely example is sharply struck and features 

outstanding satinv lustre. An elusive issue in gem 

quality, although seen with some frequency in 

lesser grades.3,295 

1902-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.629 

1903 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.679 

1903 MS-66 (PCGS). A satinv gem. Attractive cart¬ 

wheel lustre graces pale golden surfaces.679 

1903 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

Scarce Near-Gem 1903-S Dollar 

Key San Francisco Issue 

1903-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant, well struck, and 

very attractive. A superb specimen of one of the 

scarcer San Francisco varieties in the series, con¬ 

siderably finer than that normally seen. A 

beauty!.5,850 
The present coin exhibits a double olive on the olive 

branch, indicative of those struck from dieshubbed with both 

"old-stvle" and "new’-stvle" hubs. 

1904-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1904-0 MS-65 PL (NGC). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.279 

1904-0 MS-65. Brilliant.% 

1904-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 

1904-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.44 

1921 MS-66 (PCGS) Brilliant 

1921 -S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

Peace Dollars 
We continue to be very pleased with our invon 

tow of Peace dollars! When our buyers travel around 
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the United States they keep a weather eye out for nice 

pieces, seeking to acquire coins that have a lot of good 

old-fashioned eye appeal. We only have one for this 

issue. However, this and the other Peace dollars we 

hand-selected for their quality. It could be that this is 

why we sell so many Peace dollars. Once someone 

discovers" us, they usually finish their collection 
right here! 

Superb 1921 Peace Dollar 

High Relief Issue 

1921 Peace. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant satiny lustre. One 

of the very finest specimens we have ever seen or 

handled. High relief design, as used in this year, 

but then discontinued, as the sculptured-style re¬ 

lief would not strike up properly at the center. In 

addition, complaints were received from bank 

officials that these coins would not "stack" prop¬ 

erly.9,250 

Gem Mint State 1921 Peace $1 

Remarkable Quality 

1921 Peace. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. 

High-quality 1921 Peace dollars are among the 

more visually impressive coins in the American 

series due to their engraving by trained medalist 

Anthony De Francisci, well versed in the art of 

high-relief die work so expertly displayed on this 

coin.2,795 

1921 Peace. MS-64. Fully lustrous with subtle cham¬ 

pagne surfaces and great eye appeal.535 

1921 Peace. MS-63. Brilliant.239 

1921 Peace. MS-62. Brilliant.199 

1922 MS-65. Brilliant.105 

1922 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1922 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.44 

1922-DMS-64 (FOGS). Brilliant.69 

1923 MS-66 Brilliant .635 

1923 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.635 

1923 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.635 

1923 MS-65. Brilliant.105 

1923 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.105 

1923 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1923 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.44 

1923 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.44 

1923 MS-63. Brilliant.29 

1923- D MS-64. Brilliant.209 

1924- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,095 

1925 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.635 

1925 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.635 

1925 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1925- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.539 

Gem 1926 Peace Dollar 

1926 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with outstanding frosty 

lustre.2,250 

1926 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.299 

1926 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.73 

Superb 1926-D Silver Dollar 

1926-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. Seldom seen at this 

high grade level. A beautiful piece with wonder¬ 

ful eye appeal.1,950 

1926-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1926-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1926- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1927- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant white surfaces with 

some golden highlights.699 

Impressive 1928 Peace Dollar 

1928 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with highly lustrous 

satiny surfaces. We are always looking for gem 

quality 1928 Peace dollars, and they are seldom 

encountered.3,295 
In the 1950s your editor enjoyed looking through 

1,000-coin bags in bank reserves in Pennsylvania, this 

being in the era well before the great Treasury release of 

1962-4. Every so often I would find a Mint State 1928 and 

save it for resale. 

1928 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.629 

1928 MS-63. 325 

1928 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant champagne sur¬ 

faces.325 

Gem 1928-S Rarity 

1928-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and highly lustrous 

with a whisper of gold at the periphery. This is one 

of the rarest issues in the Peace dollar series when 

of gem quality. 22,500 

1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,075 

1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Champagne surfaces with 

deep golden toning around the periphery. 1,075 

1928-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.295 

1934 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,050 

1934 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,050 

1934 MS-64. Brilliant.239 

1934 MS-63. Brilliant.125 

1934-D MS-63. Brilliant.199 

1934-D MS-62 (PCGS). Light champagne.119 

Mint State 1934-S Peace Dollar 

Key to the Series 

1934-S MS-63 (PCGS). Sharply struck with satiny lus¬ 

tre and light golden surfaces.2,750 

Exceptional 1935 Silver Dollar 

1935 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. A superb gem —one of 

the finest we've ever seen!.1,795 

1935 MS-65 (NGC). Light gold peripheral toning. b25 

1935 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.625 

1935 MS-64. Brilliant.129 

1935-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.459 

1935-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1935-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. 199 

Eisenhower Dollars 
1971 -S MS-66 Silver (PCGS). Light iridescent sur¬ 

faces. 11° 
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Incredible 1974-D Ike $1 Error 

Struck on 40% Silver Planchet 

vT!U/$T 

1974-D Mint Error, 40% Silver Planchet. MS-63 

(PCGS). Bright and lustrous with a hint of gold 

on satiny surfaces. Struck on a 40% silver 

planchet, as used for certain S-Mint Proofs and 

Uncirculated issues of the date, instead of a cop¬ 

per-nickel planchet. A major rarity in the 

Eisenhower dollar series, with perhaps just a 

dozen or fewer examples currently known. This 

is about as rare as a modern 20th-century coin 

gets! Only a few Eisenhower dollar specialists 

will ever own on£'.7,995 

Susan B. Anthony Dollars 
1980-S Proof-69. Deep Cameo (PCGS). Brilliant. .. 34 

1981 -S Type I. Proof-69. Deep Cameo (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.35 

Trade Dollars 
We have been buying trade dollars (and would 

love to buy some more, if you have any for sale). Our 

listing includes a number of very desirable pieces. 

Choice Proof 1874 Trade Dollar 

1874 Proof-64 (PCGS). A pleasing Proof with dark 

pewter and iridescent toning. A wonderful ex¬ 

ample for your type collection.3,575 

Enjoy Yourself! 
Coin collecting has been called the 

world's best hobby. If you're a coin col¬ 

lector, either freshly-minted or an old- 

timer, we'll do our best to make numis¬ 

matics as enjoyable as possible for you. 

Lovely 1875-S Trade Dollar 

Choice MS-64 

Type I /1 

1875-S Type I/I. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and highly 

lustrous, with just a whisper of pale champagne 

toning in places. A splendid coin for the grade — 

over the years, we have handled many examples 

of the date at a slightly higher grade that were not 

so impressive as the present piece. One look at 

this beauty and you will treasure it in your collec¬ 

tion for years to come!.3,250 
The obverse of Type I trade dollars have the two points of 

the ribbon with LIBERTY upon it pointing distinctly to the 

viewer's left, while the reverse of the Type 1 pieces show a 

berry below the eagle's left (viewer's right) claw. On the Type 

II obverse, the ribbon ends point downward, while the reverse 

of the Type II pieces lacks a berry. 

1875-S Type I/I. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous light cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.1,295 

Lustrous 1877-S Trade Dollar 

1877-S MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck with fully bril¬ 

liant and frosty lustre.3,295 

1877-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and superbly lustrous 

with reflective surfaces. Choice for the grade. 1,350 

Important 1878-CC Trade Dollar 

1878-CC AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant with most original 

lustre. A lovelv specimen of this very important 

trade dollar —the rarest by far of the dates and 

mintmarks struck for circulation.3,850 

Rare 1881 Proof Trade $1 

1881 Proof-63 (PCGS). Lovely frosty devices. Light 

gray fields with very light peripheral iridescent 

toning. A splendid specimen of this highly-prized 

"Proof-only" date, a numismatic classic.2,495 

Amazing Gem Proof 1883 Trade Dollar 

1883 Proof-65 (PCGS). An outstanding "black and 

white" cameo Proof example of the final collect¬ 

ible trade dollar issue. Extremely sharply struck 

with pristine surfaces. Just 979 examples were 

minted.10,950 

Chopnnarked Trade Dollars 
1874-CC EF-40. We just purchased a nice group of 

these pieces, hand-picked by Gordon Wrubel and 

selected for having "nicely applied" chopmarks. 

Word of these got around, and alreadv several are 

sold. However, as these were purchased just be¬ 

fore press time, our selection is still extensive. 

These are trade dollars in their finest sense —coins 

that have been to China and back and which were 

actually used in trade.129 

1874-CC VF-35.119 

1874-CC VF-30.109 

1874-S AU-55. 279 

1874-S AU-50.199 

1874- S VF-35.99 

1875- CC AU-50. 239 

1875-CC EF-45.199 

1875-CC VF-35.169 

1875-S AU-53.199 

1875-S EF45.139 

1875- S EF-40.119 

1876- S EF-45.1.39 
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1876-S EF-40.119 

1876- S VF-30.99 

1877- S EF-45.139 

1877-S VF-35.99 

“Opium Dollars'' 

Some time ago we purchased a collection of so- 

called "opium dollars" also known as "box dollars/' 

coins, principally trade dollars, hollowed and hinged 

for use as a locket in the last decades of the 19th cen¬ 

tury. The romantic story surrounding these is that 

they were used to smuggle opium out of the Orient, 

though most are, more innocently, jeweler-produced 

keepsakes sometimes seen with personalized engrav¬ 

ing and/or photographs inside. These seem to have 

found a ready sale at the World's Columbian Exposi¬ 

tion in Chicago in 1893 and in other venues of that 

era. Most are hinged at 12:00 on the reverse and can 

be opened with very gentle fingernail pressure ap¬ 

plied behind the hinge at the rim. These are quite 

scarce, especially in intact condition, and we expected 

our selection of these interesting pieces to sell quickly. 

And they did! Here is what we now have: 

1876-S VG-10. Looped at top of obverse. Recessed 

area inside for placing a photograph, though none 

is present. Hinge is a trifle loose but in good work¬ 

ing order and opens easily. Some digs present 

near top of reverse at hinge. A very nice quality 

box dollar with good workmanship.229 

1878-S EF-40. Cleaned. Large "H" hand engraved on 

obverse externally. Hinge and lid a trifle loose but 

closes squarely. Probably not the work of one of the 

large scale manufacturers of box dollars, as the in¬ 

ternal abrading appears hand done inside of lathe- 

worked. Sharp and an interesting piece.159 
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Unique Haseltine Bid Book 
- 

Featuring the "Berg" 1804 Dollar 
The following description and illustrations 

from one of his recent catalogues were pro¬ 

vided by George F. Kolbe, well-known dealer 

and auctioneer of numismatic literature. 

855 Haseltine, John W. CENTENNIAL 

COIN AND CURIOSITY SALE. PART I. 

Philadelphia, March 30, 1876. 27, (1) 

pages, 530 lots, priced in pencil with buy¬ 

ers' names and absentee bidders' commis¬ 

sions throughout, along with other annota¬ 

tions, key to absentee bidders on page 27. 

Original printed violet wrappers a little 

worn and discolored, once folded. (250.00) 

Inscribed in ink at head of upper wrap¬ 

per: Bids Private/lohn W. Haseltine/1225 

Chestnut St/Philaia." Ex Yale University Li¬ 

brary, with their ink stamp on the front 

wrapper. Unique. Adams B: "1804 $1. RRR 

patterns, for many the first appearance." 

How times have changed. Only four lines of 

descriptive text are devoted to the 1804 silver 

dollar featured in the sale, and it is not even 

mentioned on the title, nor in Haseltine's intro¬ 

ductory "Notice to Collectors," where he 

merely notes "These Centennial sales, of 

which this is the first, will be continued dur¬ 

ing the Exposition, a few weeks apart, and 

will be mostly of very fine specimens selected 

and set apart for this special purpose, and are 

the best of several selections that I have pur¬ 

chased in the past year." Absentee partici¬ 

pants at the sale placing bids on the 1804 dol¬ 

lar were "Hf" @100.-; "Hn" @310.; and 

"Bg"@$400.-. "H" (Haseltine) purchased the 

coin for "395.00," presumably for "Bg" at 

$5.00 under his limit (the opening price is not 

given). The key to absentee buyers identified 

"Hf" as "Huffman"; "Hn" as "Haines," fol¬ 

lowed by the note: "write to him at once": 

and "Bg" (the last entry) as "Berg." 

Newman and Bressett attribute the Class 

III "Berg Specimen" as follows: "O.H. 

Berg of Baltimore is said to have ob¬ 

tained this dollar in 1875 from Messrs. 

Koch & Co., of Vienna." Dave Bowers, in 

his recent book on the topic, under "10. 

Berg Specimen (Garrett Collection 

coin)," notes that the pedigree given for 

the coin "is conjectural before circa 

1875." Both he and Newman-Bressett 

appear to have overlooked the March 30, 

1875 auction appearance of the "Centen¬ 

nial Coin and Curiosity Sale" specimen 

in their pedigree chains, and some reor¬ 

dering of pedigrees appears to be in or¬ 

der based on the information found in 

the catalogue at hand. 
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M by Kathy Fuller-Seeley 

From Civil War Tokens to Nickelodeons 

Cooperstown Iron CM Building and Its History 

Dr. Kathy Fuller, as she is professionally 

known, is a fine friend and distinguished histo¬ 

rian. Her publishers have included universities 

and the Smithsonian Institution. Kathy has ap¬ 

peared in our columns before, as a frequent con¬ 

tributor of “fillers'' (such are found in 

cyberspace). Some time ago we ran her picture 

as a contestant on the popular television pro¬ 

gram Jeopardy! One of her questions involved 

"Miss Liberty" on the Indian Head cent. 

The following article furnishes some inter¬ 

esting background to very popular tokens is¬ 

sued in Cooperstown, New York, in the Civil 

War (when no one dreamed that the town 

would someday house the Baseball Hall of 

Fame). 

Tokens from the 1860s 

The story behind Cooperstown, New 

York's Civil-War-era tokens combines two 

of Dave Bowers' and my favorite subjects, 

coins and nickelodeon history. 

George Fuld's Civil War Store Cards de¬ 

scribes several merchant tokens that origi¬ 

nated in Cooperstown in 1863-1865. 

One reads, "G.L. Bowne will redeem at 

the Iron Clad, Cooperstown NY," and has 

a patriotic die of an Indian Princess on the 

reverse. 

Others read "Bingham and Jarvis, 

Drugs, Medicines, Paints, Oils &c.," with 

Bowne's information on the reverse. Still 

others have the Bingham and Jarvis ob¬ 

verse and a standard patriotic die of a 

spread eagle with the words "Our Army," 

"Our Country" or "United Country" on 

the reverse —in keeping with the slogans 

so popular during the War Between the 

States. 

The Cooperstown tokens were pro¬ 

duced in a variety of metals and some 

were made by striking them over already- 

existing copper-nickel Indian Head cents 

(creating a "double coin" of special numis¬ 

matic interest, especially if the original date 

of the Indian cent, such as 1862 or 1863, can 

still be discerned). As most readers of the 

Rare Coin Review know, tokens such as 

these were purchased and distributed by 

Northern merchants during the Civil War 

years (1861-1865) to stem an acute shortage 

of small-size U.S. coins, which were 

hoarded. After July 1862, and continuing 

through the year 1863, hardly a Flying 

Eagle or Indian cent could be found in cir¬ 

culation. In their place many Fractional 

Currency paper notes, private scrip and 

tickets, encased postage stamps, and other 

items were used as mediums of exchange. 

Of course, all of these coin substitutes are 

avidly collected today. 

A Scenic Setting 

Cooperstown in the 1860s was a typical 

rural village in central upstate New York 

with a population of about 1,900 people. It 

was the seat of Otsego County (population 

48,000) a hops-growing and dairy cattle 

district. The isolated settlement at the foot 

of Lake Otsego and the Susquehanna River 

had meager roads, no rail connections, and 

lacked industries or other opportunities for 

economic expansion. These conditions 

caused many young people to leave 

Cooperstown for larger cities or open lands 

in the West. 

The natural beauty of the lakeside scen¬ 

ery, nevertheless, attracted summer visitors 

escaping the summer heat who toured the 

settings of James Fenimore Cooper's nov¬ 

els. In the warm season the verdure and 

tranquility drew thousands to the popular 

town of Saratoga Springs, and quite a few 

to other spas and vacation spots as well. 

The Rural Resort, kept by the Moore fam¬ 

ily (who enjoyed coin collecting) at scenic 

Trenton Falls, was another popular upstate 

stopping place. 

The Perils and Adventures of G.L. Bowne 

The Civil War was a time of great change 

in Cooperstown. Otsego County sent nearly 

3,000 men into service. The beginning of the 

war also brought the return of George 

Latham Bowne, a wealthy merchant who as 

a 20-year-old Cooperstonian had left the 

snowy north in the 1840s for sunnier climes 

and business opportunities in Key West, 

Florida. Bowne earned the trust of southern 

ship captains as an honest dealer and soon 

had a thriving mercantile operation with 

partner Elisha Doubleday (brother of Gen¬ 

eral Abner Doubleday, Cooperstown's pur¬ 

ported father of baseball). 

The secession of South Carolina in De¬ 

cember 1860, followed by other southern 

states, and the formation of the Confeder¬ 

ate States of America, caused a crisis in 

Florida. While in Cooperstown on a visit, 

Bowne was elected (supposedly against his 

will) to be a representative to the Florida 

state secession convention. 

Although he argued vociferously against 

leaving the Union, delegates who wished to 

join the Confederacy outv oted him. 

These were parlous times. Bowne re- 
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signed his seat, closed his business and 

tied Florida, fearful of being arrested as a 

Union-sympathizer. He was able to take 

his considerable fortune (several hundred 

thousand dollars) with him, however. 

Bowne returned to Cooperstown, but 

ironically he found as hostile a reception 

up North as he had in the South —he was 

accused of being a Confederate spy! News¬ 

papers related that "political hatred or base 

cupidity made Mr. B. one of the first vic¬ 

tims of the illegal arrests practiced during 

the early part of the war, and Mr. Seward's 

'little bell' summoned him to a brief resi¬ 

dence at Fort Lafayette, from 

which he was soon released on 

the application of his influential 

fellow-citizens." 

Fort Lafayette, in New York 

harbor, is a motif for certain 

Civil War tokens. At the time it 

was a prison for various indi¬ 

viduals viewed as being dis¬ 

loyal, or suspected of being so, 

the latter category including the 

so-called "Maryland prisoners" 

contingent of Baltimoreans, 

members of the Maryland State 

Legislature, and other citizens. A 

widely-told story had it that Secretary of 

State William H. Seward, could upon ring¬ 

ing a "little bell," summon a soldier to arrest 

and imprison anyone who Seward fancied 

as being "dangerous." Certain Civil War to¬ 

kens (unrelated to Bowne) mention Fort 

Lafayette. 

Bowne's ships were seized by the U.S. 

Navy to help quell the rebellion. A man so 

rudely treated by his home state might not 

have been so forgiving. But Bowne was 

generous (and a Quaker), and he was de¬ 

termined to contribute to the civic im¬ 

provement of his village. No one could 

guess how soon his help would be needed. 

Disaster 

On April 10, 1862, a fire started at 

Edwards' cabinet shop on Main Street in 

Cooperstown. As happened in so many 

19th-century villages constructed of wood, 

the Main Street buildings in Cooperstown 

were no match for a spreading blaze. Al¬ 

though townspeople formed a bucket bri¬ 

gade and blew up several buildings to stop 

the flames from spreading, the results of 

the fire were devastating: 58 buildings 

burned to the ground, displacing 34 busi¬ 

ness and 14 families. 

While fortunately no one was killed, vil¬ 

lagers sustained $50,000 in losses, of which 

only $18,000 was covered by insurance. One 

third of the business portion of Coopers¬ 

town was gone, including the offices of 

hops dealers, physicians, lawyers, drug¬ 

gists, millinery shop, meat market, haber¬ 

dasher, hardware store, and several hotels 

and taverns. The village could have suffered 

a mortal blow from such a disaster. 

The Iron Clad, then (above) 

and now. 

The "Iron Clad" 

But George Bowne came to 

Cooperstown's rescue. Within two weeks 

of the fire he had begun purchasing Main 

Street lots, and he decided to build a three- 

story commercial building of brick and 

iron, fireproof materials. It would be a 

fashionable, citified-looking building, the 

first structure of considerable size to be 

erected after the conflagration, and one 

that would anchor and encourage com¬ 

mercial growth in the village. 

The new building was to feature a cast- 

iron front, still an architectural novelty for 

the day, although such structures had been 

widely introduced in the 1850s (including 

for use in Gold Rush San Francisco). Local 

lore maintains that Bowne purchased the 

cast-iron facade in New York City, where 

James Bogardus, inventor of the cast iron 

building, just happened to have one left 

over from an order someone had failed to 

pick up. 

Whether Bowne bought a "marked- 

down special" or placed the order, it was 

perfect for his plans. Bowne ordered the 

materials to be shipped north to 

Cooperstown, where local architect and car¬ 

penter Luzerne Bolles oversaw construction 

of a three-story building that proceeded 

quickly (due to the prefabricated metal 

facade) and with much community interest. 

After only eleven months, in March 

1863, the new building, christened the Iron 

Clad, opened at 88-92 Main Street. 

Description of the Iron Clad 

The Iron Clad was large and very im¬ 

pressive at 51 feet wide, 70 feet deep and 

three stories tall, and expensive at a cost of 

$13,000. The front was decorated in 

the fashionable Italianate style, with 

long vertical Corinthian-style fluted 

columns at each level, expensive 

plate glass shop windows, large T windows on the upper stories with 

keystone arches, and figures and 

scrollwork adorning the upper story 

and cornices. 

The metal columns, figures and 

trim would be painted in various col¬ 

ors over the years, from white to 

bronze to multicolored shades of 

beige and brown, to all black. 

Bingham & Jarvis 

The Iron Clad building featured two 

stores on the first floor, divided by a door 

and stairway to the upper floors. Druggists 

William Bingham and Asahael Jarvis 

(Bowne's half-brother), who had been 

burnt out by the fire, opened a drug store 

and soda fountain on the bottom left side 

of the Iron Clad building. A brick bakery 

and paint shop were built for their use in 

the rear of the building. It was this firm 

that distributed the tokens in lieu of giving 

customers scarce Flying Eagle and Indian 

Head cents in change. 

At the turn of the century the store 

would become Withy's pharmacy, and a 

fancy soda fountain with a marble and 

mahogany bar with onyx decorations and 

10 electric lights debuted there in 1911. The 

space held drug stores for 120 years. 

The right side of the Iron Clad 

building's first floor held a succession of 

men's clothing shops. The second floor of 

the Iron Clad would be occupied bv the 
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editorial and printing offices of the weekly 

newspaper The Freeman's Journal from 1874 

to 1925. Editor Samuel Shaw printed all the 

local and national news, political editorials 

and patent medicine advertising that 

would fit. His successor, George Carley, 

took a keen interest in local entertainment 

as well. 

Bowne Hall 

The third floor represented George 

Bowne's ultimate gift to his hometown — 

a public performance space, christened 

Bowne Hall. This would replace a 

smaller, older auditorium in the village 

that had seated 200 persons, which must 

have seemed inadequate to Bowne for 

the cultural and civic needs of a growing, 

vibrant town. Bowne Hall featured a 

high 16-1/2- foot tall ceiling, small raised 

orchestra platform, a double floor for 

strength, register heat, floor to ceiling 

windows to let in lots of light during the 

day, and a dozen gas chandeliers for 

evening illumination. 

Cooperstonians inaugurated Bowne 

Hall Opera House with great fanfare 

March 21,1863. Despite the fact that it was 

still wartime, locals celebrated the rebirth 

of Cooperstown from the fire's ashes. Spe¬ 

cial entertainment was brought in to make 

the opening a gala affair. Handbills an¬ 

nounced, "The New Hall!" 

In this village to be dedicated by the 

Star Sisters! Madame Juvenelia Olivia, the 

celebrated Prima Donna, and her Sister, 

Miss Celestia, the American Contralto. 

Will dedicate the New Hall in this village, 

by giving two Grand Concerts, on Satur¬ 

day and Monday evenings, March 21st 

and 23rd, under the direction of their Fa¬ 

ther, Capt. H. Tinker. 

Doors open at 7 o'clock. Concert to 

commence at 7-1 /2-o'clock, Tickets 25 

cents. 

J.C. Hull, Business Manager. 

The show attracted more than 700 

people each night, nearly three-quarters of 

the village's population. 

A newspaper reporter raved: 

"The acoustics were excellent.. .the Star 

Sisters were met with the unreserved com¬ 

mendation of the largest audience ever as¬ 

sembled in Cooperstown. At the end of the 

concert Monday evening the proprietor in¬ 

vited all to participate in a free dance — 

many accepted." 

After the Civil War 

One caii envision that beginning in 1863 

and continuing for a number of years after¬ 

ward, the little copper tokens of G.L. 

Bowne and the separate tokens of Bingham 

& Jarvis were regularly seen in pocket 

change. The tokens marked G.L. BOWNE 

/ WILL / REDEEM / AT THE / IRON 

CLAD / COOPERSTOWN, NY., no doubt 

were redeemed on request, and then 

passed out again. Similarly, Bingham & 

Jarvis probably redeemed at will its tokens 

describing its offerings: DRUGS, / MEDI¬ 

CINES / PAINTS, OILS &c. 

The tokens were made by Emil Sigel, a 

New York City diesinker who seems to 

have had some numismatic interest. In 

1865 the American Numismatic and Ar¬ 

chaeological Society tapped him to make 

dies for a medal honoring the martyred 

President Abraham Lincoln, but delays 

and difficulties arose. No business archives 

relating to Sigel are known to survive, and 

thus it can only be guessed as to how 

many tokens were ordered. Enough of the 

more plentiful varieties survive today that 

Dave Bowers has suggested that perhaps 

5,000 or more were originally made of each 

of several issues. In addition, Sigel made 

some off-metal "numismatic delicacies" (as 

Dave calls them) for the coin collecting 

trade. 

Today, the basic tokens are readily 

available, and anyone desiring these inter¬ 

esting souvenirs of a bygone era in 

Cooperstown will have no difficulty ac¬ 

quiring one. 

Bowne and Bowne Hall 

Sadly, George Bowne did not get to 

long enjoy the fruits of his benevolence, for 

he died a bachelor at the age of 49 on May 

26, 1866. Asahael Jarvis assumed owner¬ 

ship of the Iron Clad building, and it con¬ 

tinued to be a focus of Main Street's retail 

activity. 

Bowne Hall remained Cooperstown's 

community center, hosting amateur the¬ 

atricals, high school plays and gradua¬ 

tions, town meetings and church ser¬ 

vices. Although the village's population 

The author 
in front of 

the Iron 

Clad 

building in 
CixyfKrstiKin 

growth was flat and it remained rela¬ 

tively isolated —off the beaten track of 

railroads, turnpikes and major roads, not 

even getting trolley service until 1911 - 

traveling performers scouring the coun¬ 

tryside for performance sites did appear 

regularly at Bowne Opera House. 

Brimmer's Minstrels in July 1866 and an 

"Old Folks Concert" in April 1874 were 

memorable occasions. 

On March 26, 1897, Freeman's Journal 

editor Carley reported, "An entertainment 

of unusual character and interest will be 

given on the evenings of April 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd in Bowne Hall. Edison's 

Projectoscope will be used in showing real¬ 

istic moving pictures. This is no magic lan¬ 

tern show, but a real-live show."1 

Cooperstonians were enthusiastic au¬ 

diences for the traveling movie shows 

that regularly came through the village. 

By 1902, locally-based itinerant entertain¬ 

ers Bert and Fannie Cook performed at 

Bowne Hall nearly every six weeks (be¬ 

tween performances of other film exhibi¬ 

tors), putting on a two-hour program 

that combined groups of 60-second-long 

films with "illustrated songs"; these were 

sentimental Tin Pan Alley songs sung by 

Bert to the accompaniment of Fannie on 

the piano while slides illustrating the 

songs' themes were projected on the 

screen and audiences were urged to "all 

join in" on the chorus. As local thirst for 

films continued to grow, movie shows 

edged out theatrical troupes and amateur 

groups as the most frequent entertain¬ 

ments at Bowne Hall. 

Iron Clad Becomes Nickelodeon Theatre 

By 1908 the Cooperstown Opera House 

became a full-time nickelodeon. In fact, 

newspaper editor George Carley owned a 

half-share of the Bowne Hall nickelodeon, 
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which was renamed the Star Theatre. 

In 1914, Bert and Fannie Cook re¬ 

turned permanently to Cooperstown to 

manage the Star, and they purchased it 

from Carley in 1915. Mary Pickford and 

Charlie Chaplin comedies, Pearl White's 

hair-raising serials, and newsreels of the 

Great War raging in Europe were favorite 

fare of village moviegoers at the Star The¬ 

atre. In 1916, however, a rival film exhibi¬ 

tor, William Smalley, came to town and set 

up down the street in Fireman's Hall. Ad¬ 

vertising that he offered better, newer pic¬ 

tures and promising to build an ultramod¬ 

ern "movie palace" in Cooperstown, 

Smalley battled the Cooks for the loyalty 

of village audiences. In early 1917, the 

deep-pocketed Smalley won the war, and 

the Cooks closed the Star Theatre in the 

53-year old-iron Clad building. In 1922 

the magnificent new Smalley's Theatre 

opened at 137 Main Street, a 1,000-seat, el¬ 

egantly decorated auditorium that be¬ 

came the centerpiece of his theatre chain 

and the pride of all Cooperstown. To en¬ 

sure that no rival exhibitor would ever 

show films at Bowne Hall again, Smalley 

oversaw the selling of both halves of the 

Iron Clad building separately in 1922. 

While Smalley left the bottom two floors 

alone, he ordered a partition 24 inches 

thick to be built down the middle of the 

third floor space, and he turned Bowne 

Hall/the Star Theatre into two apart¬ 

ments. 

The Iron Clad Today 

Today, the Iron Clad building still holds 

the affection of Cooperstonians and archi¬ 

tectural historians as it dominates the Main 

Street row of shops with its large painted 

front and elegant, bright windows. It is one 

of the few Bogardus buildings still stand¬ 

ing in New York. Nowadays Danny's Mar¬ 

ket, a gourmet food shop and deli, and an 

upscale arts and crafts store on the ground 

floor of the Iron Clad building do good 

business serving the vacationers and fans 

who come to enjoy the summer weather 

and the Baseball Hall of Fame (which is 

just down the street). 

The top two floors remain offices and 

apartments; a few years ago, third floor 

renovations uncovered some stenciled wall 

decorations and old movie show ticket 

stubs fallen behind the wooden trim of the 

old Bowne Hall nickelodeon. Smalley's 

Theatre has been closed since 1987 and has 

been converted into souvenir shops, but 

the Glimmerglass Opera House up the lake 

continues the tradition of bringing enter¬ 

tainment to local audiences. And in a 

wider circle, George Bowne's Civil War 

store cards bring far more than a few cents 

to coin collectors. 

1. Projected motion pictures had only been 
shown for about 11 months since their debut at 
Koster and Bial's Music Hall in New York City; 
they must have seemed an intriguing novelty. 
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United States Gold Coins 

Gold! Perhaps no other item on earth has ever 

excited or enticed people and collectors alike more 

than that bright yellow ore. Right now, gold coins are 

hot! Market conditions are equally hot, and we've 

seen more fast-paced action in scarce and rare (key 

words) gold coins in recent times than at any other 

period in the past decade. 

Our 1999-2000 sales of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Col¬ 

lection, parts 1 through IV (with sales II through IV 

emphasizing federal gold), set many records and 

made headline news throughout the coin hobby, and 

our other gold offerings have likewise drawn much 

attention. 

The exhibit of the* ."Ship of Gold" at the ANA 

Convention and elsewhere drew fantastic crowds. In 

reviewing the year 2000, Coin World Editor Beth 

Deisher credited the S.S. Central America treasure 

publicity as being one of the most beneficial things 

that has happened to the rare coin collecting hobby in 

recent years. 

However, while rare and high-quality gold coins 

are very active, this is not true for common, low- 

grade pieces. Somewhat in between are common 

pieces in "medium" grades. Today, low bullion prices 

assure the affordability of gold "type" coins —check 

our double eagles, for example. Of course, a rare date 

gold coin will always be a rarity regardless of bullion 

value. The widening demand for nice gold coins is 

increasing as we write these words. More and more 

buyers of gold coins are entering the marketplace, 

which creates demand for common types as well as 

rare dates. 

This listing contains a great selection of gold is¬ 

sues from dollars to double eagles. Each coin has 

measured up to our exacting standards, and each was 

carefully selected to offer an unbeatable combination 

of excellent aesthetic appeal for the grade, plus good 

value for the price we ask. 

Gold Dollars 
Our quality selection of gold dollars includes ex¬ 

amples of each of the three design types: Liberty Head 

(1849-1854); Small Indian Head (1854-1856); and Large 

Indian Head (1856-1889). Our offering includes choice 

Mint State coins, an incredible Proof 1858 (where, pos¬ 

sibly, could you find another?), and enough rare dates 

to satisfy all collecting interests. Whether you seek an 

important date or simply a choice type coin, you will 

do well to check our inventory. 

As is always the case, our inventory holdings are 

dynamic. We are constantly buying individual rare 

coins, collections, and other properties. So, if you 

don't see it, ask Gail Watson or Debbie McDonald to 

put it on a "want list" for you! If we are able to find 

one and quote it to you, there is absolutely no obliga¬ 

tion to buy— just the opportunity if you desire! What 

could be more ideal? 

1853 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. A coin of 

hand-picked quality.1,175 

1853-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.. 1,395 

Gem 1854 Type I Gold $1 

Seldom Seen So Fine 

1854 Type I. MS-65 (PCGS). Last year of the small- 

diameter Liberty Head type. One of the more elu¬ 

sive Philadelphia Mint dates of the era with 

respect to gem quality.4,950 

Amazing 1854 Type II Gold Dollar 

Remarkably Well Struck 

1854 Type II. MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen 

with excellent striking characteristics, a state¬ 

ment that could be made about only a small per¬ 

centage of 1854 Type II gold dollars regardless of 

numerical grade. Beyond that, the example has 

frosty deep yellow gold lustre. For the gold dol- 

Quality 
The Bowers and Merena difference! 

For over 45 years, since our founding 

in 1953, we have been supplying 

choice, rare, and interesting coins, to¬ 

kens, medals, and paper money to dis¬ 

criminating collectors, dealers, and 

museums. If quality is important to 

you, you've come to the right place. Let 

us help you build a fine collection com¬ 

bining excellent quality and value for 

the price paid. 

lar specialist as well as for the connoisseur as¬ 

sembling a high level tvpe set this is truly a fan¬ 
tastic find.21,500 

Important Mint State 1855 Gold $1 

1855 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant and fully struck, and 

purchased by us because of this quality. Exceed¬ 

ingly important, far above the normal MS-61 coin 

encountered.3,995 

Proof 1858 Gold Dollar Rarity 

From the Bass Collection 

Only about 15 Extant 

1858 Proof-62 (NGC). An outstanding example from 

Part IV of the Harry W. Bass, ]r. Collection sales. 

Attractive greenish yellow gold with moderate 

cameo contrast and minor abrasions. This ex¬ 

ample was graded Proof-62 by PCGS when of¬ 

fered in the Bass sale. Only about 15 examples are 

known with three different coins offered from the 

Bass Collection. Harry Bass often thought that if 

owning one rarity was nice, owning two was bet¬ 

ter, and having three was better yet. Shades of 

Virgil Brand!.7,750 

Impressive 1864 Gold Dollar 

Ultra-Rare in this Grade 

1864 MS-67 (PCGS). This is a very rare date w ith a 

mintage of just 5,900 circulation strikes. The 

present example is sharply struck with frosty or¬ 

ange-gold lustre and iridescent toning. Vertical or 

diagonal die striae are visible with heavy clash 

marks on the obverse, this being characteristic ot 

authentic specimens (details on request, it do 

sired). Struck during the Civil War, these coins 

were not paid out and were likclv stored, or |>ossi 
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blv sold at a premium to collectors. Several high 

quality survivors are known today, however, 

few could match this example for aesthetic ap¬ 

peal.11,950 

Superb Gem 1868 Gold Dollar 

Wondrous Rarity! 

1868 MS-67 (PCGS). This incredible gem has rich sat¬ 

iny yellow gold lustre with lightly reflective fields 

and pleasing cameo contrast. Very sharply struck 

with light clash marks visible on both sides, typi¬ 

cal of authentic specimens. Just one finer example 

has been graded by PCGS, a coin we would like 

to see, for we can't imagine any examples nicer 

than this!.11,950 

1873 Open 3. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.695 

1874 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and satiny with strong 

lustre.795 

Gem 1881 Gold Dollar 

1881 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Unusually attractive. 

Highly prized as a low-mintage date.1,795 

Exceptional 1885 Gold Dollar 

1885 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and as beautiful as can 

be.1,875 

Lovely 1888 Gold Dollar 

1888 MS-65. Deeply Struck, lustrous and frosty. A 

splendid specimen of the next to last year of this 

denomination. Not often seen this fine.1,850 

Gem 1889 Gold Dollar 

Final Gold Dollar Issue 

1889 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant with great appeal. 1,825 

Quarter Eagles 
Our quarter eagle listing begins with an attractive 

1836 Classic Head, followed by a nice selection of Lib¬ 

erty and Indian issues, and the chances are good that the 

coin you seek is listed. Our usual selection of "types" 

and rarities can be found as well. Happy hunting! 

Early Quarter Eagles 

Impressive 1836 Quarter Eagle 

Exceptional Quality 

1836 Script 8, Head of 1835. MS-64 (PCGS). Pedi¬ 

greed to the Harry W Bass Jr. Collection. Fully 

brilliant with lustrous bright yellow gold surfaces. 

Frosty and sharply struck. An exceptional high 

quality example.10,950 

Eiberty Head Quarter Eagles 
1853 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1857 MS-62 (NGC). Lustrous light yellow gold. 795 

Choice Uncirculated 1858 $2.50 

Remarkable Quality 

Ex Bass Collection 

1858 MS-64 (PCGS). A frosty and lustrous honey gold 

specimen of this early-date Liberty quarter eagle, 

once a prize in the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection, 

and now destined to be a highlight of your collec¬ 

tion! For the record, PCGS has certified just one 

example of this date in a finer grade, making the 

present specimen about as fine as can be attained 

for the date. Just one of the many marvelous coins 

we had the pleasure to offer in our recent four 

landmark sales of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collec¬ 

tion. We appreciate that coins we have sold at 

auction often come back to us as consignments or 

as purchase opportunities for our inventory. The 

dynamics of the rare coin hobby are built upon 

the "recycling" of great coins through a succes¬ 

sion of great collections.6,750 

1869 AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,400 

Mint State 1886 Quarter Eagle 

Low-Mintage Issue 

1886 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. A classic rarity in the 

quarter eagle series, yet priced at only.1,495 

1892 AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow surfaces with 

faint splashes of orange-gold visible on both sur¬ 

faces.699 

Beautiful Condition Census 1895 $2.50 

Satiny Super-Gem! 

1895 MS-66 (PCGS). Immaculate satiny surfaces with 

full lustre. Appealing and very choice. Tied for 

finest graded by PCGS, this low-mintage rarity is 

truly unimprovable. Only 6,000 struck.8,995 

1896 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.995 

Gem Quality 1900 $2.50 

1900 MS-65 (PCGS). Wonderful quality with highly 

lustrous and satiny orange-gold surfaces. A gem 

for your date or type collection.1,995 

1902 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,395 

1902 MS-65 (PCGS). Warm gold and rose toning on 

satinv lustrous surfaces. A lovely gem specimen 

of the date.1,395 

Amazing Gem 1903 Quarter Eagle 

1903 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant yellow gold writh hints 

of darker gold. A superb gem of absolutely amaz¬ 

ing quality!.2,250 

Lovely 1903 Quarter Eagle 

1903 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful.1,475 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.795 

1903 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.689 

1904 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,395 

Superb Gem 1905 $2.50 

1905 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. A truly outstanding coin 

which outdistances in quality the vast majority of 

survivors from this early 20th-century date. 2,250 

Lovely Gem Mint State 1905 $2.50 

1905 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous with lively 

olive iridescence on satiny surfaces. This is gem 

quality at its finest!.2,250 

1905 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. A lovely gem specimen, 

a piece that will be just right in a high quality cabi¬ 

net.1,395 

1905 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Splendid in quality and 

appearance. A winner!. .1,395 

1905 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. .795 

1905 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. .689 

1905 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. .699 

1906 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Gems such as this 

are becoming increasingly difficult for us to 

find.1,395 

1906 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.689 

Superb Gem 1907 $2.50 

1907 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. Incredibly high qual¬ 

ity. . 2J35Q 
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Dazzling Gem 1907 Quarter Eagle 

1907 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful. A daz¬ 

zling super-gem coin!.2,250 

1907 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.795 

1907 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Last date in the Liberty 

Head quarter eagle series, a motif which com¬ 

menced in 1840.689 

Indian Quarter Eagles 

Stunning 1909 Indian Quarter Eagle 

1909 MS-64 (PCGS). This sharply struck example has 

satiny deep yellow gold lustre and pristine sur¬ 

faces. Very similar in appearance to the Roman 

Finish gold coins of this date.1,875 

Desirable 1910 Indian Quarter Eagle 

1910 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty with raised rim as 

seen on some (but no all) quarter eagles of this 

design type.1,695 

Rare 1912 Indian $2.50 Error 

1912 Mint Error. MS-64 (PCGS). Struck 5% off cen¬ 

ter, and noted as such on the holder insert. A 

satiny and highly lustrous matte-like coin with 

the overall eye appeal of a finer grade. Error In¬ 

dian coinage of any denomination is very rare, 

and the present piece is no exception to that rule 

of thumb.7,750 

1913 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1914-D MS-63. Brilliant. Pedigreed to the Sussex Col¬ 

lection sale.1,395 

1926 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant with frosty lustre. . 845 

Three-Dollar Gold 
As a denomination, all $3 gold coins can be con¬ 

sidered scarce or rare, with some dates, of course, 

being much more rare than others. 

If you have studied rare coin activity in the past, 

you have come to realize that, while many dates are 

considered rare by most accounts, a serious collection 

of $3 gold coins is not out of the reach of today's col¬ 

lector. Perhaps 90% of the dates and mintmarks from 

1854 to 1889 can be collected, in many instances for 

less than $1,000 per coin in grades from VF to AU. If 

this piques your fancy, Gail Watson and Debbie 

McDonald would be happy to set you up on our 

Want List Program and let you know when needed 

dates and mintmarks come to hand. Feel free to call 

Gail to discuss your collecting strategy. Remember, 

there is no obligation on your part to participate in 

our Want List Program, just the opportunity to ac¬ 

quire that certain date for your set. 

The current listing is admittedly brief, as ex¬ 

amples of this denomination sell very quickly. We are 

constantly on the hunt for further nice examples for 
our customers. 

1855 EF-45 (PCGS). Pale yellow gold with few surface 

marks and nice sharpness of detail.925 

Attractive 1856 $3 Gold 

1856 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and sharply struck with 

outstanding light yellow gold lustre and hints of 

pale pink toning. The recorded mintage was just 

26,010, with Mint State survivors few and far be¬ 

tween. Lower grade circulated examples, how¬ 

ever, are relatively common. A delicacy for the 

specialist.4,500 

Mint State 1856 $3 Gold 

1856 MS-61 (NGC). Nicely struck in warm yellow 

gold. Lustrous and quite attractive. Very elusive 

in Mint State.2,950 

Extremely Rare Proof 1873 Closed 3 $3 

Classic in the $3 Series 

1873 Closed 3. Proof-63 (PCGS). This choice Proof has 

reflective deep yellow gold fields and frosty de¬ 

vices. Slightly granular fields, especially on the 

reverse, are typical of all Proof examples known 

today. A lovely cameo example of the "dished" 

Proof, considered to be a restrike by Walter Breen. 

Harry W. Bass, Jr., and David Akers, among oth¬ 

ers, have considered this to be an issue actually 

struck in 1873, and given a choice between the 

two opinions, we'll side with the non-Breen con¬ 

tingent. Little is actually known of this variety, 

although Harry Bass felt these dished examples 

were true Proofs and were struck in 1873, while 

all others with normal fields were circulation 

strikes. None of these were actually included in 

the Mint Report covering coinage activities in this 

year, thus actual mintage figures are unknown 

Some have suggested a Proof mintage of just eight 

coins, however, approximately that same number 

are known to exist today, thus the Closed 3 Proof 

mintage may have been in the range of 20 to 25 

coins, this allowing for attrition, etc. 32,750 

Lustrous Gem 1878 $3 Gold 

1878 MS-65 (PCGS). A splendid specimen of this 

popular date, one of the very finest we have ever 

seen (and coming from Bowers and Merena Gal¬ 

leries, this statement has real meaning!). One of 

the more available dates among later $3 issues, 

but there is no such thing as a common $3 of any 

year. Ideal for a type set.9,950 

Choice Mint State 1878 $3 Gold 

1878 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. The most popular date 

of its era, the 1878 $3 in this grade is an ideal 

choice for a high quality type set.3,795 

Gem 1885 $3 Gold Rarity 

Only 910 Struck! 

1885 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant light yellow gold lustre 

with faint iridescent toning providing outstanding 

aesthetic appeal. Satinv in appearance with light 

cameo contrast between devices and fields. Mint 

records indicate a total of 910 examples struck, in¬ 

cluding 109 Proofs and just 801 circulation strikes. 

Truly a prize for the specialist.18,500 

$5 Gold Half Eagles 
As with our other gold offerings, the following 

listing of half eagles contains many exciting and en¬ 

ticing dates in many grades and types, from 

circulated to Mint State, and from earlv to late design 

types. We are certain you will find a piece or two to 

your liking, so please call Gail Watson or Debbie 

McDonald quickly for the ones that interest vou the 

most. Remember, on request for am order ot S'mXI or 

more, overnight delivery' via Fed F.\ is with our com 
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pliments, but vou need to request this when vou order 

(to be sure someone is there to receive your package 

when it arrives). 

Early El a If Eagles 

Brilliant 1803/2 Half Eagle 

Near Gem Grade 

Exceptional Quality! 

1803/2 Breen-2D. Rarity-4. MS-64 (PCGS). An excep¬ 

tional example of the Draped Bust design with 

frosty greenish gold lustre. This is an easily recog¬ 

nized example from the second overdate obverse 

of the year. This delightful half eagle is certain to 

please the connoisseur. The die crack through 

base of the date is relatively early, although in¬ 

stantly visible.23,500 

Choice Mint State 1804 $5 

Beautiful to Behold 

Rare, Too! 

1804 B-2C. Rarity-5. Small 8. MS-64 (PCGS). 

Sharply struck with brilliant greenish yellow 

gold lustre. Light obverse and reverse adjust¬ 

ment marks are noted, however, these do not 

distract from the exceptional aesthetic appeal. 

When Walter Breen prepared his 1960s mono¬ 

graph describing early half eagle varieties, he 

was only aware of three examples of this die 

marriage. Harry Bass, however, had three ex¬ 

amples in his oum collection. Today, we believe 

that 35 to 50 examples exist. 34,950 

Distinctive 1804 Half Eagle 

Small Date over Large 18 

Lovely Mint State 

1804 B-1A. Rarity-4+. Small over Large 18. MS-62 

(PCGS) S.itinv ereenish yellow gold lustre with 

extremely sharp design features. This is an out¬ 

standing example from a distinctive obverse. Dur¬ 

ing die preparation, the engraving used numeral 

punches intended for larger diameter coins, either 

eagles or half dollars. The initial date entered in the 

die was much too large, and was repunched with 

appropriate size digits. The result was an unusual 

appearance with the digit 8 completely framed by 

the first punch. Digits 1 and 0 also were repunched, 

although not as visibly so.13,950 

Pleasing 1804 Half Eagle 

Small Date over Large 18 

Excellent Quality 

1804 B-1B. Rarity-5+. Small over Large 18. AU-58 

(PCGS). A delightful example of this unusual ob¬ 

verse with slightly reflective greenish yellow gold 

surfaces. The reverse has curved vertical die 

cracks resembling the seams of a baseball. Each of 

these die cracks curve toward the center of the 

reverse, then away again.6,750 

Choice Uncirculated 1805 $5 

Bass Collection Pedigree 

1805 B-3B. Rarity-4+. Close Date. MS-64 (PCGS). The 

Harry Bass specimen, sold in Part II of our offer¬ 

ing of his superb collection in October 1999 and 

described there, in part, as follows: "A wonderful 

early half eagle with brilliant, frosty yellow gold 

lustre. Very choice surfaces with only occasional 

scattered contact marks. Light adjustment marks 

are noted on the reverse from 9:00 to 10:00." PCGS 

has certified none finer. A remarkable quality coin 

that will be a centerpiece in the cabinet of its next 

fortunate owner. 29,950 

Mint State 1805 Half Eagle 

1805 B-3D. Rarity-4. Close Date. MS-61 (PCGS). A 

lovely example, sharply struck and well centered. 

Bright yellow gold lustre with a few tiny marks 

visible. A desirable example for the early half 

eagle specialist.7,995 

Choice Mint State 1806 Half Eagle 

8X5 Star Arrangement 

1806 B-3D. Rarity-5+. Pointed 6, 8X5 Stars. MS-63 

(PCGS). Reflective light yellow gold with traces of 

orange toning. A lovely example for the variety 

specialist or type collector. The obverse has stars 

arranged with eight left and five right, the same 

as all Pointed 6 obverse dies. 27,500 

Mint State 1808 Half Eagle 

1808 B-4A. Rarity-4. MS-62 (NGC). This example rep¬ 

resents the new design by John Reich, hired by the 

Mint in 1807. Sharply struck with frosty light yel¬ 

low gold lustre and few very minor abrasions. 

Like all Capped Bust obverse dies, this example 

illustrates the scalloped final star, a signature of 

dies prepared by John Reich.9,375 
Careful examination of the star at lower right shows the 

outer ray with a missing piece from its lower edge. This is the 

scallop described as John Reich's signature. All dies prepared 

by this engraver ha ve a similar scallop, sometimes on the inner 

ray, but usually on the outer ray. Such a feature has not been 

observed on any dies prepared prior to Reich joining the Mint 

staff, and no later dies have this feature. 

Gem Mint State 1811 Half Eagle 

Tall 5 Variety 

World-Class Quality 

1811 B-l A. Rarity-4. Tall 5. MS-65 (PCGS). An amaz¬ 

ing example of the Capped Bust design type with 

deep greenish yellow gold lustre and sharp de¬ 

sign features, all over soft frosty surfaces. Two die 

varieties are known from a single obverse and 

two reverse dies. This Tall 5 variety is much 

scarcer. The other variety has a Small 5 reverse 
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This example is the onlv 1811 half eagle to receive 

the lofty MS-65 grade from PCGS.87,500 

Lustrous 1813 Half Eagle 

Virtually a Gem! 

1813 B-1A. Rarity-3. MS-64 (PCGS). This lovely half 

eagle is the first year of the new Capped Head de¬ 

sign, modified from the earlier Capped Bust de¬ 

sign. This is an important opportunity for the type 

collector. This design type was issued from 1813 to 

1829 with this first year issue being the most avail¬ 

able date, but also one of the dates most in demand 

for type set purposes. Fully brilliant and lustrous 

with outstanding aesthetic appeal. 24,950 

Mint State 1814/3 Half Eagle 

Finest PC^GS Certified 

1814/3 B-1A. Rarity-4. MS-64 (PCGS). A highly at¬ 

tractive example, this half eagle features out¬ 

standing frosty yellow gold lustre and sharp 

design features. A delightful example that is sure 

to please the connoisseur. Intermediate die state 

with the overdate features visible, however, not 

boldly defined. This variety is much scarcer than 

the preceding year and this is the finest example 

graded by PCGS.46,875 

Classic Head 1835 Half Eagle 

1835 MS-60 (PCGS). Sharply struck with deep orange- 

gold surfaces and a small dark spot at lower reverse. 

A full refund awaits if you are not satisfied with 

coins purchased from Bowers and Merena... 2,850 

Liberty Half Eagles 

Appealing 1839-D Half Eagle 

1839-D VF-35 (PCGS). Attractive light yellow gold 

with some lustre in protected areas of the design. 

I his lightly circulated specimen is full of visual 

appeal and still very sharp. As the first Dahlonega 

issue of the Coronet design tvpe, this should ap¬ 

peal to anyone who enjoys American gold coins 

and is attractively priced at.1,995 

1840 AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous with warm orange-gold 

highlights. From the second year of the design 

type. Early Liberty Head gold coins are experienc¬ 

ing a resurgence in popularity. We are delighted 

to offer this example for your numismatic consid¬ 

eration.1,195 

1847 AU-58. Brilliant.845 

Important 1847-0 Half Eagle 

Bass Collection Pedigree 

1847-0 AU-53 (NGC). Generous amounts of lustre 

remain on honey gold surfaces. A classic New 

Orleans issue, one of only 12,000 examples of the 

date struck. Most survivors from that mintage are 

VF or so, with choice AU specimens such as the 

present coin as fine as can be found by today's 

collectors —this date is unknown in Mint State. 

Another fine rarity that once belonged to the 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection.8,500 

1849 AU-50 (NGC). Pedigreed to the Bass Collec¬ 

tion.1,395 

1851 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant. A lovely example which 

closely challenges the Mint State level.875 

Delightful 1854-D Half Eagle 

Attractive and Rare 

1854-D Large D. AU-58 (PCGS). This example has a 

strong, bold mintmark. An outstanding example 

with satiny greenish yellow gold lustre and at¬ 

tractive light orange toning. This is one of the 

most attractive examples we have handled, de¬ 

spite the existence of some with a higher techni¬ 

cal grade.5,495 

1872-S VF-25 (PCGS).545 

1877-S EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1879 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.935 

Choice Uncirculated 1880 $5 

1880 MS-64 (PCGS). A brilliant prooflike half eagle of 

near-gem quality. The frosty devices and mirror 

fields exhibit a dusting of pale rose and orange 

toning. Appealing in all respects.1,595 

1880-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1881 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant 895 

1881 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 895 

1881 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. 595 

1882 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 895 

1882 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. 595 

1882-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 675 

1885- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 950 

1886 MS-63 (NGC). Excellent satiny lustre and frosted 

devices. An appealing and choice specimen from 

the Bass Collection.1,075 

1886- S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

Choice Mint State 1892 $5 

1892 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. An especially choice 

and beautiful example of this Philadelphia is¬ 

sue.1,895 

1892 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. 

1893-0 $5 from the Bass Collection 

Lustrous Mint State 

1893-0 MS-62. Lustrous medium yellow gold with 

superb eye appeal for the grade. A choice speci¬ 

men with the added interest of being previously 

JS-castm? PfpnftnuitL 

VutMti of flic ||lnt 

WRntrtUwflfon. • <r. ,September 13.1S65 

Herman Kretz, Esq., 

Supt. U.S.Mlnt, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 

In an interview with the Secretary of tho Treasury to-day,he 

expressed o wish that tho gold bullion now on hand at your mint be 

converted Into coir, as early as possible .and In order to accomplish 

this result said It should be converted into doub-c oaglee. 

In order to comply with tho wishes or the Department,you are 

horoby euthorlr.od and instructed to confine your gold coinage until 

otherwise directed to double ouglea. 

R- eppctfully youra. 

Letter from R. Preston, Director of the Mint, 

to Superintendent Herman Kretz at the 

Philadelphia Mint stating that gold bullion 

on hand be coined as early as possible, and 

that it should be made into double eagles. 

At the time there was great call for gold 

coins in international transactions, and 

double eagles represented the most efficient 

denomination for transfer of metal into the 

coinage format. 
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offered in our sale of the Harry W. Bass Collec¬ 

tion, Part II, Lot 1263. 2,995 

Lovely Gem 1893-S $5 

Condition Census Quality 

1893- S MS-65 (PCGS). An impressive gem example 

with deep orange-gold lustre and lighter amber 

toning about the borders. From a mintage of 

224,000, this is an important rarity of the era, al¬ 

most never offered in gem quality. In fact, 

PCGS has graded just this single example in 

MS-65 with only one finer submission graded 

MS-66.13,750 

1894 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant with only 13 pieces 

graded higher at MS-64. One of many examples of 

good value in the American gold series.595 

1894- S AU-53 (PCGS). A scarce date with consider¬ 

able lustre.695 

1895 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.579 

1897-S AU-58 (PCGS).395 

1898 MS-63 (NGC). Semi-prooflike and fully lus¬ 

trous.739 

Gem Mint State 1899 Half Eagle 

A Treat to the Eye 

1899 MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny and brilliant gem of the 

highest order (within the grade limitations, of 

course). A warm olive glow enhances the overall 

quality. This is what the MS-65 grade designation 

is all about!.3,750 

1899 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.975 

1900 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.995 

MS-64 1900-S Half Eagle 

1900-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with frosty bright 

yellow gold lustre and faint pink toning. A won¬ 

derful example sure to please.2,225 

Condition Census 1901/0-S Overdate $5 

1901/0-S MS-65 (PCGS). Fully lustrous with hints of 

coppery toning and the look of a higher grade; 

we wouldn't be surprised at all to see this in a 

different holder the next time we see it! This is 

one of the finest known specimens of this 

overdate rarity, one of the most spectacular va¬ 

rieties among United States gold coins. Popular, 

rare, and the nicest specimen we recall ever see¬ 

ing or owning.8,995 

Dazzling Super-Gem 1901-S $5 

1901-S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with splashes of cop¬ 

pery toning.5,495 

1901-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.945 

1901-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.575 

1902-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.975 

Memorable Gem 1903-S $5 

1903-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Seldom encountered 

at this grade level. You can have a "field day" by 

looking through our wonderful listing of gold 

coins and adding desired pieces to your collec¬ 

tion. The market is just right, and our selection is 

wonderful.3,695 

1903-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.945 

1903-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.945 

1903-S MS-63 (PCGS). Medium yellow and olive- 

gold with excellent lustre.529 

1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

Landmark 1904-S $5 

1904-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. This is one of the very 

rarest issues among late-date Liberty Head half 

eagles. 40 to 45 years ago —and we realize this 

was a long time ago — it was very difficult to find 

even an AU example —as pointed out in the 1950s 

by the New Netherlands Coin Co. Since then a 

few higher grade pieces have been located, prob¬ 

ably in Europe. However, it still is a very unusual 

situation for us to have a 1904-S of this quality in 

stock.3,950 

1905 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.975 

1905 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

Lustrous 1905-S Half Eagle 

1905- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A lustrous, satiny 

beauty that will delight the specialist! 3,495 

1906 MS-63 (PCGS).Brilliant.595 

1906 MS-60 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1906- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with even lustre on 

satiny honey gold surfaces. First year of the Den¬ 

ver Mint.895 

1906-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,150 

1906- S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.295 

1907 MS-64. Brilliant and frosty. A splendid specimen 

of the last year of issue of the Liberty Head series. 

Quality such as this is difficult to locate.945 

1907 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.945 

1907 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.575 

1907- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.975 

1907-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1908 Liberty Head. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.575 

Indian Half Eagles 
1908 Indian. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Important as 

the first year of issue. Bela Lyon Pratt's incuse 

design.1,295 

Choice 1909 Half Eagle 

1909 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.3,250 

Brilliant 1909-D $5 

Choice Mint State 1910 $5 

1910 MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny lustre on medium yellow 

gold surfaces. Gem-quality eye appeal and very 
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sharp detail. While readily enough available in 

lesser quality Mint State, at the MS-64 level the 1910 

is a condition rarity that will appeal to those with 

uncompromising taste for high quality.4,295 

Choice 1911 Half Eagle 

1911 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. Not often seen at this 

grade level.2,995 

1911 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. Fairly elusive so 

fine.1,350 

1911 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant..1,350 
Gold! Gold! Gold! Tap into our remarkable inventory of 

choice United States gold coins and build a type set or special¬ 

ized collection. Our quality is excellent, our prices are reason¬ 

able, and each coin comes with our money-back guarantee. 

1912 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. Somewhat scarce. 1,195 

1912-S AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant. One of the scarcer is¬ 

sues in the series. ...r.1,195 

Unusually Fine 1913 $5 

Near Gem Grade 

1913 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Unusually 

fine, unusually beautiful grade for this issue —a 

half eagle that is more often seen around the AU 

level. |ust a point away from the gem level, usu¬ 

ally defined as MS-65. 3,350 

1913 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,475 

1913 AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny surfaces.275 

Rare 1913-S Half Eagle 

1913-S MS-62 (NGC). Lustrous, attractive, and rare. 

A very pleasing specimen in this grade.3,750 

Choice 1914 Indian $5 

1914 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with excellent lustre and 

choice eye appeal. Nearly impossible to locate 

better than this.3,295 

1914 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,575 

1914-S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,395 

Beautiful 1915 Half Eagle 

1915 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful.3,395 

1915 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,295 

1915 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant with lustrous yellow 

gold surfaces.595 

Pleasing 1915-S Half Eagle 

1915-S MS-61 (PCGS). Medium gold surfaces with 

pleasing lustre in the recesses.2,595 

1916-S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. 05 

$10 Gold Eagles 
As always, our emphasis has been on quality 

when buying. If this aspect is important to you, order 

with confidence from our holdings, as your satisfac¬ 

tion is always guaranteed at Bowers and Merena. Our 

listing begins with a Mint State 1801 and continues 

with early Proofs, after which will be found many 

other interesting and rare pieces in the Liberty 1 lead 

series, concluded by some high-grade Indian eagles. 

Impressive 1801 Eagle 

Choice Mint State 

1801 Breen-2B. Rarity-3. MS-63 (PCGS). An absolute 

An Auction Visit with Dave Bozvers 
A friend recently sent this item he found 

on an Internet bulletin board. If we've run it 

before, we don't remember. And, if we can't 

remember, then it certainly will be new to 

many of our readers. 

I want to thank Q. David Bowers for 

the kindness he showed me at the Bowers 

and Merena Auction in Baltimore on 

Thursday, March 18th. 

I had come down from NYC for the 

show (with a raging head cold) and had 

just checked into the Marriott Hotel 

when I noticed that the auction was still 

going on. Approaching the table outside 

the auction I asked the two gentlemen 

sitting there if a copy of the auction 

catalogue was available for sale (or per¬ 

haps at no cost). I was pretty sure 1 was 

going to strike out...but what the heck, I'll 

give it a try. 

To my great surprise and delight, one of 

the gentlemen gave me his copy (I believe) of 

the catalogue and asked if I wanted to attend 

the auction! I said yes and thanked him. He 

then asked my name, if I was a collector, and 

shook my hand welcoming me to the auction 

(my first). 

With a big grin on my face, I sheepishly 

entered the room and proceeded to learn 

more about coin auctions in 1/2 hour than 1 

had ever known. 

I stayed until it was over (11 p m.) and 

while I was walking away reading the cata¬ 

logue I noticed a couple of photographs in 

front. It was then that I realized I had spo¬ 

ken to Mr. Bowers. I believe Mr Merena 

was the other gentlemen sitting with 

him at the time. It greatly impressed me 

that someone who has contributed so 

much to numismatics and who was 

probably quite busy at the time (and 

tired too, it was quite late) took the time 

to speak with me, give me his copy of 

the catalogue, and invite me to attend 

his auction! 

I'm returning to collecting after 25 

years (I was a little kid then) and experi¬ 

ences like this make me all the more in¬ 

terested in collecting coins. 

It was a small gesture but it made a 

huge impression on me. Thank vou Mr 

Bowers! 

Sincerely, 

John M. 
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delight, both physically and aesthetically. Lus¬ 

trous and satiny olive-gold surfaces show an ab¬ 

solute minimum of marks or abrasions. The strike 

is impressive as well, with full, bold feather de¬ 

tails in all places on the reverse eagle. Some light 

planchet adjustment marks, as made at the Mint 

prior to striking, can be seen just to the left of the 

date. Acquisition of the present eagle would truly 

be a feather in any collector's cap!.31,500 

Liberty Gold Eagles 

Fantastic 1845 Proof $10 Rarity! 

From the Garrett Collection 

An American Classic 

1845 Proof-64 (PCGS). A superb specimen of this rar¬ 

ity, a coin of which only a handful exist in all of 

numismatics. Most probably, this was made as 

part of a Proof presentation set, details concerning 

the distribution of which have been lost. This coin 

is an old numismatic friend, having been cata¬ 

logued and sold by us in October 1980 in Sale III 

of the Garrett Collection consigned by The Johns 

Hopkins University. Any high-denomination 

gold Proof coin dated prior to 1859 is an ultra rar¬ 

ity. Often a generation can pass between the offer¬ 

ings of a given specimen. Here, indeed, is one of 

the most fantastic gold rarities available on the 

market in our time. 179,500 

Impressive Proof 1846 Eagle 

From the Eliasberg Collection 

Incredible Quality and Rarity 

1846 Proof-64 (PCGS). This stunning beauty has 

deeply mirrored fields and lustrous devices, 

with exceptional deep orange-gold surfaces. A 

few very faint hairlines keep this specimen from 

the gem Proof grade classification. A few other 

apparent hairlines are actually very faint scratches 

on the outer surface of the holder, which are re¬ 

flected in the mirrored fields of the coin. As ex¬ 

pected, this is extremely sharply struck with every 

design feature boldly rendered. Every hair detail 

is exquisitely defined with full radials within the 

obverse stars. Each and every feather is bold, in¬ 

cluding the individual details. The only visible 

weakness involves the eagle's left claw, to the 

viewer's right. 187,500 
This lovely Proof is from the Eliasberg Collection, sold by 

our predecessor firm. Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., in 

October 1982. In our catalogue of that sale, we outlined a roster 

of exactly four coins, two in permanent museum collections. 

Although a side-by-side comparison of all four coins would be 

quite difficult to accomplish, we believe that this example is 

likely the equal of either of those other coins, and is slightly 

finer than the only other privately held example. The follow¬ 

ing roster provides updated information regarding the four 

known coins: 

National Numismatic Collection; Smithsonian Institu¬ 

tion. Most likely acquired for the National Numismatic Col¬ 

lection at the time of issue. 

American Numismatic Society. Included in the Society's 

collection as early as 1914, and probably before that date. In 

early 1914, the ANS mounted an Exhibition of United States and 

Colonial Coins and prepared a catalogue. The 1846 eagle was 

described as a Proof with the notation "Exhibited by the 

Society." 

Pittman Collection. This coin from the John Jay Pittman 

Collection was offered for sale by David Akers in 1998 as part 

of a complete 10-coin Proof set with the original case. Acquired 

from Numismatic Gallery in 1949; sold by David Akers in May 

1998 as part of a complete Proof set, which realized $522,500. 

This is possibly the same set earlier sold by Ed. Frossard in his 

November 4,1892 auction. 

Eliasberg Collection The coin presently offered, this 

example is from the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection and 

earlier from the John H. Clapp Collection, acquired by Mr. 

Eliasberg in 1942. Clapp purchased this coin from the ElmerS. 

Sears auction of December 1921. This Eliasberg coin later 

appeared in Auction '90, Lot 1922 and Superior's sale of 

September 1993, Lot 1670. 

This example, like the Pittman Collection coin, has short 

die file marks from the obverse border at 9:00, just left of star 

3, vertically downward. The date elements are rather crudely 

formed. The reverse has nearly every vertical line in the shield 

extending upward, some almost reaching the upper border. 

An important opportunity for the connoisseur to acquire 

the finest available quality Proof of this date. 

Choice Mint State 1847-0 Eagle 

Bass Collection Pedigree 

A Memorable Rarity! 

1847-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Pedigreed to the Harrv Has'- 

Collection. Fully brilliant greenish yellow gold 

with slight weakness at central obverse, otherwise 

sharply defined. The first two date digits are re¬ 

cut. This issue is relatively available as a date with 

a mintage exceeding 5(X1,(XX1 coins. Inerediblv, just 

eight examples have been certified in all Mint 

State grades by PCGS, with one other example 

Points to Ponder 
The following is from The Civil War To¬ 

ken Society Journal, Spring 2001, under the 

title of “Points to Ponderby Sterling A. 

Rachootin: 

Collectors of Civil War tokens are as 

legitimate as collectors in any other av¬ 

enue of numismatics, perhaps more so. 

Over the years, I have attended many 

coin shows and have spoken with many 

coin dealers. When asked, "What do you 

collect?" I respond, "Civil War tokens." 

It is amazing how many dealers 

shrug their shoulders and will say some¬ 

thing like, "Why don't you collect legiti¬ 

mate coins, you know, like coins made at 

the mint?" Perhaps many dealers are em¬ 

barrassed that they have no C.W. tokens 

to show. Maybe many don't wish to take 

the time to learn about Civil War tokens. 

Others may feel that they don't want to 

handle any coins that sell for under $100. 

Whatever their motivation may be, I just 

ignore their comments. There is much 

pride to being a collector of Civil War to¬ 

kens, knowing that no other time in U.S. 

history compares to the numismatic hap¬ 

penings that occurred then. 

For the purists who feel that only 

mint produced items are for real, they 

should read the special edition for the 

new York ANA, July 28,1997 Coin World. 

Its feature article on the cover page was 

entitled "Numismatic Stars of Broad¬ 

way." The cover depicted nine coins, in 

color. I'll briefly mention this treasure 

trove of coins worth millions of dollars. 

There were two gold Brasher dou¬ 

bloons, one with an "EB" counterstamp 

on the breast, and the other with a c/s 

on the wing made by a jeweler. There 

were four different "Stellas" which are 

patterns, not real coins per se. There 

were two 1804 Bust dollars, which were 

not produced in the year stated and a 

1913 "Liberty Head" nickel which the 

mint has no records of producing. There 

was not a legitimate minted coin in the 

group, but their value runs into the mil¬ 

lions of dollars. 

Enjoy your Civil War tokens. They, 

more than any other type of "currency", 

permitted the Union to endure the Civil 

War and provide for us an exciting and re¬ 

warding field of study of the times. Every 

token has a story to tell, a message to de¬ 

liver, and so many of them even permit us 

to have a glimpse of that fantastic era, de¬ 

picting medicine bottles, anvils, plows, 

sewing machines, etc. 
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tied with this for finest certified status. 29,950 

1849 AU-50 (NGC). Light yellow gold with consider¬ 

able retained lustre. From the Harrv Bass Collec¬ 

tion. This is the so-called 1849/8 overdate 

described by Walter Breen.1,395 

1852 FF-45 (PCGS).475 

1852 VF-35 (PCGS).375 

Lustrous 1855 Eagle 

1855 AU-58 (NGC). Highly lustrous with brilliant 

yellow gold surfaces and sharp design definition. 

A scarce issue seldom encountered so fine. 1,675 

Impressive and Beautiful Proof 1863 Eagle 

Exceedingly Rare 

An American Numismatic Classic 

1863 Proof-63 (PCGS). An exceptional cameo Proof with 

deep orange-gold surfaces and considerable cameo 

contrast. Just 30 Proofs were struck with only about 

10 remaining in existence today. This example has 

the aesthetic appeal of a gem quality Proof, although 

light hairlines keep the technical grade (and thus the 

price) at a more modest level. PCGS has certified 11 

examples with three Proof-63 and eight Proof-64. 

These figures lead us to believe that a smaller num¬ 

ber of coins have been resubmitted in hopes of re¬ 

ceiving a higher numeric grade.38,750 

Attractive 1874 Carson City Eagle 

1874-CC AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. Light yellow gold 

with considerable lustre. A delightful example of 

this popular rarity. Just six finer examples have 

been certified by PCGS.7,950 

Rare 1877-S Eagle 

1877-S AU-55 (NGC). Lustrous. A rarity in just about 

any grade, and especially elusive in the high qual¬ 

ity offered here, as most are VF or EF.2,995 

Choice Proof 1878 Eagle 

Ultra Rare 

Only 20 Coined! 

1878 Proof-63 (PCGS). This lovely Proof has reflective 

light yellow gold surfaces with moderate cameo 

contrast. Very sharply defined and highly attrac¬ 

tive. Proof gold coins of this date are quite rare; 

more so than most adjacent coinage dates. Only 

20 examples were minted with less than half sur¬ 

viving today. Just four submissions to PCGS have 

been graded with two certified Proof-63 and two 

others Proof-64. 24,950 

1879 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.329 

1891-CC AU-55 (NGC). Brilliant.625 

Choice Mint State 1893 Eagle 

1893 MS-64. Lustrous satiny surfaces. Not particu¬ 

larly easy to find in Choice Mint State.1,495 

1893 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.625 

Mint State 1893-0 Eagle Rarity 

Condition Census Quality 

Bass Collection Pedigree 

1893-0 MS-61 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous example 

of this prize from the New Orleans Mint. A hint 

of pale olive iridescence glides effortlessly across 

the honey gold surfaces. Rare in all grades, and 

typically found at VF to EF. In AU and higher, the 

date becomes a highly prized rarity. From a mod¬ 

est mintage of just 17,000 coins, of which very few 

pieces are known in Uncirculated. Indeed, PCGS 

has only certified one example of the date at a 

finer grade. Yet another pleasing rarity with a 

pedigree from the amazing Harry W. Bass, Jr. 

Collection.2,480 

Very Choice 1898 Eagle 

1898 MS-64 (PCGS). Lovely medium yellow gold 

with full lustre. Superb eve appeal, in fact, one of 

the most attractive eagles at this grade level we 

can recall seeing, perfect for the advanced tvpe 

set.2,350 

1899 MS-63 (PCGS) Brilliant. 

1900-S MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous satinv surfaces exhibit 

attractive olive iridescence.995 

1901 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful As is true 

of other gold denominations, with the $10 pieces 

in our listing you have a beautiful selection of 

coins of hand-picked quality — ideal for a date set 

or for a type collection. Seldom have we ever had 

such an extensive presentation.995 

1901 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 575 

1901 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.319 

Choice 1901-0 Eagle 

1901-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A pleas¬ 

ing example with satiny yellow gold lustre. 

Sharply struck and attractive.2,650 

Gem Mint State 1901 -S Eagle 

Extraordinary Quality 

1901 -S MS-66 (PCGS). A sharply struck example 

featuring outstanding deep yellow gold lustre 

and exceptional aesthetic appeal. A treat for the 

connoisseur. Although this issue is one of the 

most available in the entire Liberty eagle series, 

few examples of similar quality remain in exist¬ 

ence.6,250 

1901-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.995 

1901-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.569 

1901-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.569 

Satiny 1903 Eagle 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Medium vellow and copperx 

gold with excellent lustre and superb eve appeal 
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A very difficult date to locate in this grade; in fact, 

PCGS has certified only one piece higher. A most 

pleasing specimen, with enough lustre that it can 

share some with the rest of your collection of 

eagles.3,795 

1903-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous.639 

Important Proof 1904 Eagle 

1904 Proof-61 Cameo (NGC). Attractive greenish yel¬ 

low gold with very light hairlines and other mi¬ 

nor abrasions. This is good news for the collecting 

desiring an attractive Proof without spending the 

substantially higher sum required to garner a 

choice or gem Proof example. This remains a rar¬ 

ity with just 108 Proofs minted.5,495 

1904-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.795 

Gem Proof 1905 Eagle 

Memorable Rarity 

1905 Proof-65 (PCGS). A brilliant gem specimen of 

this issue. Very few pieces survive, and of those 

that do, only a handful can match this gem. A 

wonderful coin for the gold specialist as well as 

the type set collector. Among the most important 

coins in our entire inventory. 35,750 

Condition Rarity 1905-S $10 

1905- S MS-63 (PCGS). Rich coppery lustre on satiny 

surfaces. The fact that there were no Uncirculated 

specimens of this date in the Bass Collection 

speaks volumes about its rarity in this state. 

Choice for the grade.4,750 

1906-D Eagle from the Bass Collection 

1906- D MS-64 (NGC). Choice eye appeal and full 

unbroken lustre An impressive specimen of this 

popular issue from the Bass Collection.1,525 

Exceptional 1907-D Eagle 

1907-D MS-64 (PCGS). Unbroken lustre on lovely 

satiny surfaces. The last Denver Mint Liberty 

eagle is very difficult to find in Uncirculated and 

almost unknown in grades higher than this; in 

fact, this specimen is tied for finest certified by 

PCGS. Finer than the coin in the Bass Collection 

(how often do you hear that?).2,695 

Indian Gold Eagles 
1909-S MS-61 (PCGS). A brilliant example with deep 

orange gold lustre.895 

1911 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.745 

1911 Fair-2 (NGC). OK, so we spend a lot of time tell¬ 

ing you how great most of our coins are. How 

this one was purchased the writer does not 

know —perhaps it came along with a collection. 

It is positively and absolutely the lowest grade, 

most worn, least desirable 1911 we have ever seen! 

So there!.285 

1911-D EF-45 (NGC).865 

1911-S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.739 

Mint State 1920-S Eagle Rarity 

1920-S MS-60 (NGC). Lightly abraded surfaces with 

attractive yellow gold lustre. Somewhat weakly 

struck at the central obverse and reverse, typical of 

nearly all known examples. This issue, from a 

mintage of just 126,500 coins, is one of the five rar¬ 

est Indian eagle dates. We estimate fewer than two 

dozen Mint State examples are known. If this date 

is missing from your collection, the present offer¬ 

ing represents an important opportunity. . 17,750 

Gem Mint State 1926 Eagle 

1926 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and verv beautiful. 2,895 

1932 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful.995 

Double Eagles 
A beautiful selection of gold double eagles is of¬ 

fered for your collecting satisfaction. 

The recent public fascination with $20 gold pieces 

continues unabated. In light of recent low prices for 

gold bullion, these large gold coins have been "selling 

like hotcakes" here at Bowers and Merena Galleries, 

not only our distribution of 1857-S and 1856-S $20 

from the S.S. Central America and, earlier, treasures 

from the S.S. Brother Jonathan, but just about all other 

issues as well. Speaking of the Central America, if 

you'd like to know about the availability of double 

eagles or gold ingots, just ask. 

Scores of people are assembling date runs or se¬ 

quences of these popular gold coins. Many of our 

customers select MS-60 to MS-64 pieces, finding coins 

in that range to be the ideal combination of quality 

and value received. 

Look our selection over carefully — and don't miss 

(how could you?) the MCMVI1 High Relief $20s! 

Liberty Double Eagles 

Mint State 1853 Double Eagle 

1853 MS-61 (NGC). This lovely example is sharply 

defined with fully brilliant and frosty light yellow 

gold lustre. Mint State double eagles from the 

early 1850s are quite elusive.5,550 

1856-S Several grade selections are available from the 

S.S. Central America treasure. Ask Gail or Debbie 

about the "daily special" to see what's on hand! 

1856-S EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.1,395 

Lustrous 1859-S Double Eagle 

1859-S AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous with deep 

orange-gold surfaces and sharp design features. A 

verv scarce issue in high quality, minted after the 

S.S. Central America was lost, vet too early for the 

S.S. Brother Jonathan.3,795 

1860 AU-53 (PCGS) Brilliant 1,196 
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These photos are from a recently published brochure by the Saint-Gaudens National Historic site in 

Cornish, Nil, which makes membership available to anyone interested. Clockwise, painting of 

Saint-Gaudens by Kenyon Cox, Aspet and the formal gardens, model of Sherman Monument, Saint- 

Gaudens and students at the Arts Students League, and the Little Studio. For more information 

contact The Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site at 603-675-2 7 75. 

1899 AU-58 (PCGS).419 

1900-S EF-45. 999 

Gem 1901 Double Eagle 

1901 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Not rare, but certainly a 

worthwhile addition to a gem type set.3,750 

1902-S AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous.399 

Gem 1904 Double Eagle 

1904 MS-65 (PCGS). Blazing lustre. A superb coin that 

would grace any type set.2,495 

1904 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.835 

1904 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.835 

1904 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1904 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.475 

1904 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.439 

1904 AU-58 (PCGS). Lightly toned.399 

1904-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous 925 

1904-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.399 

1904-S AU-55. 389 

1904-S AU-55 (PCGS).419 

Choice Mint State 1907-D $20 

1907-D Liberty. MS-64 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold 

with full unbroken lustre. Choice for the grade 

and very pleasing.1,925 

Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles 

Impressive MCMVI1 High Relief $20 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief, Wire Rim. \W^4 

Lovely Mint State 1861 $20 1877- S EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.495 

1878- S AU-58 (ANACS). Brilliant.599 

1878-S AU-53 (PCGS). Pedigreed to the "Rainy Day 
Collection.".525 

1885-S AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

Mint State 1890 Double Eagle 

Bass Collection Pedigree 

1861 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A choice specimen. An 

important issue for the type or date collector. This 

date has not been represented in either of the two 

discovered gold treasures (the S.S. Brother 

Jonathan and the S.S. Central America, which was 

history by the time this was minted).14,950 

1890 MS-62. A satiny and lustrous olive-gold beauty 

that would easily grade MS-63 or finer, save for 

some faint scratches in the field behind Liberty's 

head. A lovely example of this popular Philadel¬ 

phia issue. This lovely coin once resided in the 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection, and is currently 

looking for a new residence!.3,500 

1891-S AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous.409 

1896 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,095 

1896-S MS-60. Brilliant.429 

1896- S AU-58 (PCGS).419 

1897 MS-60. Brilliant.419 

1897 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.409 

1897- S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.1,095 

1898- S MS-61. Brilliant.495 

Lustrous 1861 Double Eagle 

1861 MS-62 (PCGS). A fully brilliant example with 

frosty yellow gold lustre. Sharply struck and with 

exceptional surfaces for the grade.6,395 

1875-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 
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(PCGS). Sharply defined with lull lustre and out¬ 

standing aesthetic appeal. An exceptional example 

of higher quality for the connoisseur. 19,950 
The story of the MCMVII High Relief double eagle is 

among the best known of all numismatic tales, and bears a 

brief retelling here. 

In 1905 President Theodore Roosevelt, desiring to im¬ 

prove the artistic quality of circulating American coinage, 

commissioned his long-time friend, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 

to create new motifs for every denomination from the cent to 

the double eagle. In his studio in Cornish, New Hampshire, 

the artist prepared sketches and models. 

By the summer of 1907, he had essentially finished the 

work for the Indian Head $10 and the related $20, the latter 

being modeled after his statue of Victory for the Sherman 

Victory Monument in New York City's Central Park at the 

southeast comer. 

The use of Roman numerals on the models (the first time 

ever for American federal coinage) added a pleasant and 

unusual touch to the designs. The artist died on August 3, 

1907, without having seen a finished example of the MCMVII 

as offered here. 

Afterward, his assistant, Henry Hering, continued the 

work and completed the models. A great contretemps erupted 

between President Roosevelt and Chief Engraver Charles 

Barber at the Mint. Barber was angry that Roosevelt had 

criticized the current designs (including Barber’s Liberty Head 

dime, quarter, and half dollar first minted in 1892) and had 

selected an outside artist to prepare coin designs. Tradition¬ 

ally, coin motifs were the work of the Engraving Department 

of the Mint itself (although there had been exceptions). 

Barber protested that the High Relief of the design was 

unacceptable for high-speed coinage, and that the new design 

was not feasible. Roosevelt engaged in a little "war" with the 

Mint, calling it his "pet crime," and stated that if only one coin 

could be struck per day, that's the way it would be! In time, 

some 11,250 MCMVII pieces were struck, at the rate of several 

hundred or more per day, but with difficulty as it took three 

blows of the coining press to fully bring up the relief on the 

design. 

Once this quantity had been made. Barber redesigned the 

$20, sharply lowered the relief, and eliminated the Roman 

numerals. The modified Barber design continued to be pro¬ 

duced through and including 1933. 

Illustrious MCMVII High Relief $20 

Choice Mint State 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief, Wire Rim. MS-63 

(PCGS). Full mint lustre attracts the eye to 

nearly immaculate satiny olive-gold surfaces. 

Very Sharply struck, full of eye appeal, and 

choice for the grade with no marks in the typi¬ 

cally sullied facial area. A truly lovely specimen 

of this remarkable issue. Within its grade level, 

this is as nice a High Relief double eagle as any 

collector could hope to buy. Its design is time¬ 

less and its appeal is universal; this is truly a 

phenomenal example of an American Numis¬ 

matic classic.14,950 

Pleasing Mint State High Relief $20 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief, Wire Rim. MS-62 

(PCGS). Lustrous medium yellow gold with ex¬ 

cellent eye appeal for the grade. Well struck and 

boldly detailed.10,500 

High Relief Saint-Gaudens $20 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief, Wire Rim. AU-55 

(PCGS). Bright yellow gold with excellent lustre 

for the grade. Very light rub on the high points — 

either from carriage as a pocket piece by a Wash¬ 

ington worthy or light circulation.7,950 

Gem Arabic Numeral 1907 $20 

1907 Saint-Gaudens. Arabic Numerals. MS-65 

(PCGS). Rich lustrous medium yellow gold with 

rosy and pale gold highlights. Bright with excel¬ 

lent eye appeal. A choice specimen of this first 

year issue.2,295 

1909 EF-40 (PCGS).569 

1909-S MS-64 (PCGS).975 

1910 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,195 

1910 MS-63 (PCGS). A difficult Philadelphia Mint 

date to find in choice condition.695 

Gem 1910-D Double Eagle 

1910-D MS-65 (PCGS). Very scarce in gem condi¬ 

tion.2,795 

1910-S AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant.439 

1911 -S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.539 

1912 MS-63.995 

1913 AU-55. Brilliant.429 

1913- D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.875 

1914- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.53m 

1914- S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.479 

1915- S MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.459 

Remarkable Quality 1920 $20 

Condition Census 

Rare So Choice 

1920 MS-64 (PCGS). A lovely example with sharp 

design features. Fully brilliant with frosty lustre. 

This date is not rare in lower grades, although 

high quality Mint State examples are elusive. 

Only one finer MS-65 example has been certified 

by PCGS.3,495 

1922 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.519 

1922 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.429 

1923-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.. 1,095 

Superb Gem 1924 $20 

1924 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,875 

1924 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.935 

1924 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.935 

1924 MS-62. Brilliant.439 

1924 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.439 

1924 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.419 

1926 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,095 

Superb Gem 1927 Double Eagle 

1927 MS-66 (PCGS). Fully brilliant with exceptional 

satin lustre.1,895 

1927 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.935 

1927 MS-63. Brilliant medium yellow and olive-gold 

with excellent lustre.499 

1927 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.439 

1927 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.419 

1928 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.935 

1928 MS-62. Brilliant.439 

1928 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.419 

New Purchases! 
This issue is filled with hundreds of 

new purchases from our recent buying 

trip. You get first pick of them right here! 

Just telephone 1-800-222-5993 and 

our Direct Sales Department will take 

care of your order today. Be sure to ask 

about our Order It Today, Enjoy It To¬ 

morrow overnight service! 

62 Mav-Juno 2(X11/Karr Coin Renew #111 



Ingots Now Available 
Gold ingots—each unique and with a 

different combination of weight, fineness, 

value, and serial number—from the “Ship 

of Gold,” the S.S. Central America are now 

available for you to own! We have hand 

selected a variety of ingots from the five 

different assayers: 

• Kellogg & Humbert, San Francisco: The 

most numismatically famous partner¬ 

ship, as both Kellogg and Humbert were 

well known producers of coins. 

• Justh & Hunter, San Francisco and 

Marysville: Rather scarce in the selec¬ 

tion of ingots. As Dave’s great new book 

will detail, Emil Justh was once a well- 

known lithographer in San Francisco, 

but we are all fortunate that he soon 

turned his talents to assaying! 

• Henry Hentsch, San Francisco: Hentsch 

was one of the great entrepreneurs of 

the city7. A first-rate assayer who created 

very beautiful ingots, he was also in¬ 

volved in real estate and other interest¬ 

ing ventures. 

• Harris, Marchand & Co., Sacramento 

and Marysville (SOLD OUT) 

• Blake & Co., Sacramento: Rounding out 

the list of five assayers is Gorham Blake's 

assay office, of high repute. (SOLD 

OUT) 

Most are priced in the $50,000 to 

$150,000 range—a wide range within which 

there are many purchase possibilities. Or, 

$150,000 and up if you want a “brick.” 

We also have a very limited selection of 

1856-S and 1857-S $20 coins still in stock 

from what, by any evaluation, is one of the 

most impressive, most important, most his¬ 

torically significant offerings in the history 

of numismatics—treasures from the incred¬ 

ible gold cargo of the S.S. Central America, 

lost at sea on September 12, 1857, and un¬ 

discovered until recent times. 

Interested? Give Gail Watson or Chris 

Karstedt of Bowers and Merena Galleries a 

call at 1-800-222-5993. 

■Sjffl tfs 

Unique Gold Ingots from 
“America’s Lost Treasure” 
Are Now Available to You 



Commemorative Coins 

We continue to be busy buying commemoratives! 

We firmlv believe that nearly all of the early 1892- 

1954 issues are incredibly inexpensive in today's 

marketplace — in many instances selling for less than 

they did decades ago! 

We have always liked commemoratives, and con¬ 

sider them to be among the most fascinating of all 

American series, particularly the coins of the "classic" 

era 1892-1954. The fact that the market has been slow 

and quiet in recent times seems to us to signal an op¬ 

portunity, and we've been writing checks whenever 

an opportunity arises. 

The Guide Book of United States Coins unhesitatingly 

states that among American coins, few if any issues can 

match commemoratives for their historical signifi¬ 

cance. Beyond this aspect, the series is laden with low 

mintages. Some issues in beautiful Mint State, with 

mintages of less than 10,000 pieces, can be purchased 

for under $100 per coin, sometimes well under—certain 

pieces from the Booker T. Washington and Carver- 

Washington series are prime examples. 

If commemoratives are your forte, you have come 

to the right place and, in our opinion at the right time. 

If you don't have anything special in mind, we sug¬ 

gest starting a basic type set which consists of 48 

different designs of half dollars plus the 1893 Isabella 

quarter and 1900 Lafayette dollar, for a grand total of 

50 coins. Our inventory offers the majority of the is¬ 

sues for your selection, the half dollars in alphabetical 

order (more or less), following numismatic tradition. 

1893 Isabella quarter. MS-63. Light iridescent sur¬ 

faces. A lovely specimen.829 

1893 Isabella quarter. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant with a 

whisper of gold at the rims.679 

1893 Isabella quarter. MS-60 (ANACS). Brilliant. 595 

1893 Isabella quarter. AU-55. 475 

Gem 1900 Lafayette $1 

1900 Lafayette silver dollar. MS-65 (PCGS). l ustrous 

with attractive iridescent toning. A splendid 

specimen of a quality seldom seen. Lucky you! 

We've been so excited about the good buys in the 

commemorative market —especially for gems of 

hand-picked quality —that we've really taken a 

"position" by purchasing all the great coins we 

can find. Now, you can own them — including this 

beauty!.10,500 

1900 Lafayette silver dollar. MS-62 (PCGS). Light 

golden surfaces.995 

Gem 1921 Alabama Half Dollar 

1921 Alabama. Plain. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. One of 

the scarcer half dollars in this grade category. 

Most Alabama specimens show light wear or are 

in lower Mint State levels.2,695 

1921 Alabama. Plain. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant... 850 

Marvelous 1921 Alabama Half Dollar 

1921 Alabama. 2X2. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. A truly remarkable coin, a piece that will be 

a highlight of even the most advanced commemo¬ 

rative cabinet.6,350 

1921 Alabama. 2X2. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. Lus¬ 

trous and attractive. A lot of value awaits you in 

the MS-64 grade.1,050 

1921 Alabama. 2X2. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.459 

1936 Albany. MS-64 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a 

whisper of light golden peripheral toning.... 269 

1936 Albany. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

Superb Gem 1937 Antietam 

1937 Antietam. MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant. 1,550 

1937 Antietam. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.625 

1937 Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with 

light golden peripheral toning.109 

1937 Arkansas. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

Superb and Original 1938 Arkansas Gem 

and amber mottled with electric magenta, aqua¬ 

marine and green at the extreme periphery. 

Nicely lustrous and choice in appearance. Really 

a spectacular piece, especially if you appreciate 

aesthetically pleasing original toning.2,795 

1938 Arkansas. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with 

gold peripheral toning.675 

1938 Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1938-D Arkansas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.165 

1938- S Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1939 Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned. Check 

the low mintage on this issue and then the reason¬ 

able price. Isn't it amazing that the coin can be 

bought for just.319 

1939- D Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with pleas¬ 

ing peripheral toning of amber and rose. Very low 

mintage.319 

1936-S Bay Bridge. MS-66 (PCGS). Bright and bril¬ 

liant.595 

1935/34-S Boone. MS-65 (PCGS). Light champagne 

surfaces. 

1935-D Boone. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with 

amber peripheral toning.139 

1935-D Boone with Small 1934. MS-64 (NGC). Bril¬ 

liant. Only 2,000 of these were distributed, creat¬ 

ing a notable rarity at the time of issue. Since then 

the rarity has increased as specimens have be¬ 

come lost, strayed, or damaged. The commemo¬ 

rative market is enticingly low at the moment, 

creating opportunities that haven't been seen in 

years! What possibilities await you!.570 

Pleasing 1935-S Boone with Date Added 

1935-S Boone with small 1934. MS-66 (NGC). Bril 

liant with nice subdued lustre and good eve ap- 
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peal. Only 2,004 struck, few of which survived in 

this state.1,950 

1938 Boone. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant, beautiful, and 

rare.495 

1938-D Boone. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous 

with attractive but subtle toning around the pe¬ 

riphery.1,050 

1936 Bridgeport. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.585 
Recently, we wrote a little essay on P.T. Barnum and 

numismatics—and if the buyer of this coin would like a draft 

copy, just say the word. When it will reach public print we are 

not sure. 

1952 Carver-Washington. MS-63. Brilliant.19 

1936-D Cincinnati. MS-65 (PCGS).775 

1892 Columbian. MS-65 (NGC). Lightly toned. The 

first American commemorative half dollar. Com¬ 

mon in lower grades, somewhat elusive in a com¬ 

bination of high numerical grade plus nice 

aesthetic appeal, as here.850 

Superb Gem 1893 Columbian Half Dollar 

1893 Columbian. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

amber peripheral toning.2,495 

1893 Columbian. MS-65 (PCGS). Beautiful mottled 

iridescent shades of blue, rose, and olive, likely 

from long-term storage in the original leather 

pouches in which these coins were sold.1,025 

1893 Columbian. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

Impressive and Choice 1936 Elgin 50<t 

1936 Elgin. MS-67 (PCGS). Light gold surfaces. 1,475 

1936 Elgin. MS-65. Brilliant.295 

1936 Elgin. MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous champagne sur¬ 

faces.295 

1936 Elgin. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.425 

1922 Grant. Plain. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. Not at all 

easy to find at the gem level. Probably 95% or 

more of known specimens are in grades below 

this.1,095 

1935 Hudson. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant with subtle 

champagne iridescence and outstanding lustre for 

the grade.825 
To read a lot about this issue, buy or borrow a copy of 

Dave Bowers' award winning Commemorative Coins of the 

United States: A Complete Encyclopedia. This has been the 

"source" book, sometimes credited and sometimes not, for 

many of the popular articles written on commemoratives in 

recent years and including for at least one book. 

1935 Hudson. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.575 

1924 Huguenot-Walloon. MS-66 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant. 1,395 

1924 Huguenot-Walloon. MS-65 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.575 

1946 Iowa. MS-64 (PCGS).82 

1918 Lincoln-Illinois. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. . 499 

1918 Lincoln-Illinois. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. ... 115 

1936 Long Island. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

Impressive 1936 Lynchburg 50C 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant with ex¬ 

traordinary lustre and immaculate surfaces. A 

beautiful specimen of this issue that would never 

require upgrading.1,575 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-63 (PCGS). Light champagne 

surfaces.185 

1920 Maine. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.650 
Originally envisioned to circulate at face value to pro¬ 

mote Maine; one of two commemoratives connected with this 

state (1936 York County is the other). It is not known who 

designed this coin, although Anthony de Francisci prepared the 

models from the design. 

If your summer vacation plans are being formulated now 

and include an automobile trip through the state of Maine, along 

the Atlantic Coast, if you happen by the seaside town of Bucksport, 

pay a call at the Alamo Theatre, operated by the non-profit 

Northeast Historic Film (for which your editor is a benefactor and 

a member of the Advisory Board; highly acclaimed fiction writer 

Stephen King is also a benefactor; and among the many grants 

this fine institution has received is one from the Kellogg Founda¬ 

tion). A gift shop and theatre tour await you, and nearby is a nice 

restaurant (the name of which escapes us as we write these 

particular words for the Rare Coin Review). 

1934 Maryland. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with gray 

iridescence. Excellent unbroken lustre and superb 

eye appeal.1,050 

1934 Maryland. MS-63.149 

1934 Maryland. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1934 Maryland. MS-63 (PCGS). Light iridescent sur¬ 

faces.149 

1921 Missouri. Plain. MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant Verv 

scarce.729 

1921 2*4 Missouri Half Dollar 

1921 Missouri. 2*4. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. An 

attractive example with soft frosty lustre and 

very faint toning. Delightful quality.2,100 

Gem 1923-S Monroe Half Dollar 

1923-S Monroe. MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous and frostv. 

Really a nice specimen of an issue that is difficult 

to obtain so choice (although it is very plentiful in 

Do you recognize the semi-numismatic significance of the above picture? Well, if you don't, ive must 

confess that it is rather obscure, although the signature of /o Mora at the lower right might give a 

clue. Depicted is an encounter with a bear, one of many illustrations in Mora's 1^4^ book published 

by Doubleday, Californios: The Saga of the Hard-Riding Vaqueros, America's First Cowboys. The 

numismatic significance has to do with another bear, that on the 1923 Califomia Jubilee 

commemorative half dollar, designed by Mora a quarter century earlier and also shown here. 
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much lower grades).2,950 

1938 New Rochelle. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.339 
In 140 3-6 George M. Cohan's hit song," Forty-Five Minutes 

from Broadway, made fun of this town, much to the displea¬ 

sure of those who lived there. Today, New Rochelle appreci¬ 

ates the distinction, and there is a sign to this effect on the 

platform of the commuter rail station. 

A few years ago we gave a program on stage at Iona 

College in New Rochelle. Someone asked something like, 

"Where will you be next week," and the reply was "Iona 

College," to which the next question was, "You own a college?" 

Upon later meeting with college officials we learned that this 

is an old joke. 

Quite a few first-line numismatists have called New 

Rochelle home over the years, and the Westchester County 

Coin Club is/was headquartered there. 

1938 New Rochelle. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1936 Norfolk. MS-67 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a 

whisper of gold at the rims.595 
The issuers made much of the fact that the British crown 

was depicted on this, an American coin; this coin was dated 

1936 despite the fact that it was not authorized by Congress 

until 1937; this coin bears five dates as part of the design, none 

of which is the date of mintage. 

1936 Norfolk. MS-66 (PCGS). Light champagne sur¬ 

faces.479 

1925 Norse-American octagonal medal in silver. 

Thick. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. 

While not properly a coin, this medal was struck 

at U.S. Mint after congressional authorization for 

an issue in silver and gold. James Earle Fraser, 

half of the greatest engraving couple in history 

and author of the Buffalo nickel obverse and re¬ 

verse, designed the medal and accomplished the 

dies. Many commemorative collectors include 

these medals in their sets. Very interesting and 

difficult to locate this nice.419 

1925 Norse-American medal, octagonal, in silver. 

Thin. MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous.329 

1926 Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Lightly toned.595 
This issue commemorates no particular date anniversary 

(such as 50th, 100th, etc.); this was the first of the extended 

series of commemoratives that were considered exploitative 

by collectors. However, in this instance, collectors have en¬ 

joyed the experience. A few years ago members of the Society 

for U.S. Commemorative Coins voted this as their favorite 

design. In 1999 the Bureau of the Mint announced that a 

plaque with this design would be among those put on the 

facade of its new headquarters being built in Washington. 

One of our "to-do" things someday is to take an automo¬ 

bile tour along the Oregon Trail, at least as far north as the 

lower reaches of Idaho, then continue on one of the various 

splits in the California Trail, go through the Humboldt Sink (of 

which we've read enough to give an hour-long talk on the 

subject), then to Hangtown. The other day we bought a beau¬ 

tiful 1856 print of Hangtown (now Placerville), by Kuchel and 

Dresel, said to be the only known example outside of the 

Amon Carter Museum. 

Returning to the Oregon Trail, in Baker, Oregon, there are 

two museums devoted to this segment of American history — 

both well worth visiting. Some account of these places was 

given in a feature story in the Rare Coin Review a couple years 

ago. 

1928 Oregon. MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.1,275 

1928 Oregon. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. We just bought 

a little cache of these —each one hand-selected for 

quality. If you would like to buy one for yourself, 

be assured you'll really like it.395 

lttSOftgOfl VIS-63 (PC (,S) Brilliant.189 

1933-D Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous iridescent 

surfaces. Distributed at the Century of Progress 

Exposition held in Chicago this year.775 

1933-D Oregon. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.455 

1933- D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.339 

1934- D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.189 

1936 Oregon. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1936 Oregon. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous iridescent sur¬ 

faces.139 

1936- S Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Lightly toned.419 

1937- D Oregon. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.265 

1937-D Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1937-D Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.199 

1937-D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

1937-D Oregon. MS-60. Brilliant.145 

1939 Oregon. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. 

Check out the low mintage on this issue.549 

Superb Gem 1939-D Oregon Half Dollar 

1939-D Oregon. MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant. Incredibly 

low mintage!.1,695 

1939-D Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Lightly toned... 750 

Appealing 1939-S Oregon Half Dollar 

1939-S Oregon. MS-67 (PCGS). Lustrous champagne 

surfaces with multicolored original toning at the 

extreme peripheries. Full of eye appeal and lovely 

cartwheel, this piece would be difficult to im¬ 

prove upon.1,695 

Gem Panama-Pacific Half Dollar 

1915-S Panama-Pacific. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant 

with tinges of light gold. A very attractive speci¬ 

men, which incidentally has a repunched mint- 

mark far north (Breen-7432). Difficult to find so 

choice.3,150 
Planning for the world's fair to be called the Panama- 

Pacific International Exposition began years in advance— 

except for coinage legislation, which lagged. It was not until 

the relatively late date of January 16,1915 that a congressional 

act providing for commemorative coins was signed into law. 

The enabling legislation stated that no more than 3,000 gold 

coins of the denomination of $50,10,000 gold coins of $2.50 

value, and 25,000 gold dollars were to be coined and that no 

more than 200,000 silver half dollars were to be made. Produc¬ 

tion of the gold coins was to begin as soon as possible but not 

later than the day of the opening of the Exposition. The 

Treasury was to sell the pieces at face value, and the fair could 

charge the public whatever it pleased. 

Appropriate to the present offering, the silver half dollar 

pieces had a slightly different arrangement of production and 

timing under the legislation, which stated: "Said fifty-cent 

coins herein authorized shall be issued only upon the request 

of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition Company and 

shall be delivered to it by the secretary of the Treasury, at par, 

during the period when said Panama-Pacific International 

Exposition shall be officially opened." 

It was further authorized that at the discretion of the 

secretary of the Treasury the half dollars should be "coined or 

finished and issued from the machinery to be installed as a 

part of the exhibit at the United States Mint at said Exposition, 

and for the purpose of maintaining the exhibit as an educative 

working exhibit at all times the coins so minted may be 

remelted and reminted.'' 

The provision for melting coins was intended to keep the 

exhibit in full operation. If the coining press was to be operated 

continuously during the fair, far more than 200,000 half dollars 

might have to be produced, but as no more than that were 

authorized, this production would be accomplished by destroy¬ 

ing earlier minted pieces to preserve the intended net amount. 

Another clause suggested that perhaps minting might 

not be done at the Exposition site after all: "All of said fifty-cent 

silver coins herein authorized not issued to and at the request 

of said Panama-Pacific International Exposition, whether the 

same are coined as part of said working exhibit or coined at the 

mint in San Francisco, shall be remelted upon the official 

closing of said Exposition." 

The 1915-S Panama-Pacific half dollar, the only silver coin 

of the Exposition, incorporated an obverse design by Charles 

E. Barber, chief engraver at the Mint, and a reverse motif by 

Barber and George T. Morgan, his principal assistant (who 

was to succeed Barber in the chief engravership following the 

former's death in 1917). 

Barber's obverse depicted an allegorical representation of 

Columbia to the right, scattering flowers, with a naked child 

behind her, holding a large cornucopia to represent the abun¬ 

dant resources of the American West. In the background was 

seen the Golden Gate and the setting sun with resplendent 

rays. The radiant sun motif was a popular one in American 

coinage and had been used on regular issue $20 pieces since 

1907 and would be used beginning in 1916 on regular issue 

Liberty Walking half dollars. 

The Barber-Morgan reverse was dominated by an eagle 

perched on a shield, with oak and olive branches to the left and 

right, representing stability and peace. Opinions concerning 

the authorship of the reverse are divided, and some attribute 

it solely to the designer of the obverse, Charles E. Barber. It is 

notable that the piece was the first commemorative to bear the 

inscription IN GOD WE TRUST. By this point in time the other 

motto, E PLURIBUS UNUM, had yet to appear on a com¬ 

memorative coin, and was first used on the $2.50 and $50 

pieces associated with the Exposition. 

1915-S Panama-Pacific. MS-61 (ANACS). Soft 

mottled tones of orange and silver-blue.575 

1920 Pilgrim. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.550 

1920 Pilgrim. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1921 Pilgrim. MS-65 (PCGS). Bright and fully lus¬ 

trous with subtle color. The mintage is but a frac¬ 

tion of that of its 1920-dated counterpart. Issued 

to observe the 301st(!) anniversary of the landing 

of the Pilgrims.745 

1921 Pilgrim. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1921 Pilgrim. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1936 Rhode Island. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.525 
Well-known Providence rare coin dealer Horace M. Grant 

had his fingers deep into this commemorative pie. 

1936 Rhode Island. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.75 

1936-D Rhode Island. MS-65 (PCGS). Nice silver 

gray.229 

1936-D Rhode Island. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1936-S Rhode Island. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1936-S Rhode Island. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1937 Roanoke. MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 
The bizarre looking collar Ralegh (as he himself most 

frequently spelled his name) sports on this commemorative is 

called a ruff, a word whose etymology is thought to descend 

from the word ruffle. Thev were principally sewn of lace or 

muslin and worn heavily starched throughout the 16th and 

17th centuries. William the Silent also wears one on the 1924 

Huguenot-Walloon halt dollar 
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1937 Roanoke. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.249 

1937 Roanoke. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.229 

1936 Robinson. MS-66 (PCGS). Light golden sur¬ 

faces.875 

1936 Robinson. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.125 

1936 Robinson. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous light cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.109 

1936-D San Diego. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1936-DSan Diego. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1926 Sesquicentennial. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 595 

1926 Sesquicentennial. AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant. 125 

Superb Gem 1935 Old Spanish Trail 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-66 (NGC). Light golden sur¬ 

faces.1,525 
These lovely and now-rare commemoratives were osten¬ 

sibly issued to benefit the El Paso Museum, but in reality they 

were a pet project of L.W. Hoffecker, a man of amazing ability 

who could say one thing with a straight face, even to a 

congressional committee, and then privately do just the oppo¬ 

site. He was also very generous, and when the coins were 

minted he donated two (2—count them—2) pieces to the El 

Paso Museum. For good measure, later he served as president 

of the American Numismatic Association (of which your 

editor was also a later president—collectively a group of men 

and women who over the years have had a few saints and a 

few scoundrels, with lots of hard-working individuals consti¬ 

tuting the median). 

Beautiful 1935 Spanish Trail Half Dollar 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-66 (PCGS). Light champagne 

surfaces.1,525 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant... 1,275 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-65 (NGC). Light toning and 

superb lustre.1,275 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant... 1,145 

1935 Spanish Trail. MS-64 (PCGS). Lovely light 

golden surfaces.1,145 

1935-D Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with 

amber peripheral toning.129 
George W. Bush: If you are reading this, and if you don't 

have a Texas commemorative, give us a call or drop us a note 

and we'll send you one with our compliments. 

1935- S Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1936 Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1936- D Texas. MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1936-S Texas. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

light amber peripheral toning.169 

1936- S Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1937- D Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1937- S Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Golden surfaces.... 129 

1938 Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.309 

1938 Texas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1938- S Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Light champagne sur¬ 

faces.329 

1938-S Texas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1927 Vermont. MS-63 (PCGS). Light golden sur¬ 

faces.179 

1927 Vermont MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.155 

1948- S Booker T. Washington. MS-66 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.475 

1949- S B.T.W. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1950 B.T.W. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.585 

1950 B.T.W. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1951-D B.T.W. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.425 

1936 Wisconsin. MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.875 
Wisconsin is best known as the home of Krause Publica¬ 

tions, a benefactor to the numismatic community and—con¬ 

gratulations to them-highly profitable to themselves and 

employees. Every so often Chet Krause stops by in Wolfeboro 

and pays us a visit. 

1936 York. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.199 

Commemorative Gold 
The popularity of commemorative gold issues 

from the classic era —1903 to 1926 —is growing 

steadily. This exciting series consists of just 13 differ¬ 

ent date and type combinations, some of them highly 

affordable, and some of extreme rarity. There is no 

better time than the present to begin, or add to, a col¬ 

lection of these popular issues. However, right now 

you'll have to do this mainly by giving a "want list" 

to Gail Watson or Debbie McDonald, as our in-house 

stock is rather low. However, we can find just about 

anything you want in the gold commemorative line. 

Splendid 1905 Lewis and Clark Gold Dollar 

1905 Lewis and Clark gold dollar. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Lustrous and semi-prooflike with rich yellow- 

gold surfaces. Choice eye appeal.2,695 
For those interested in the journey of Lewis and Clark (the 

first great American road trip in a tradition that includes de 

Tocqueville, Featherstonaugh, Kerouac and Kuralt —did we 

ever write about the time that Charles Kuralt and crew spent 

three days at our office?), we must recommend Undaunted 

Courage by Stephen Ambrose, who was instrumental in the 

formation of the recent D-Day Museum in New Orleans. His 

readable narrative of the epic voyage includes such tidbits as 

Lewis's favorite meal on the road: dog meat. 

Among the most historical of all American coins are the 

Washington "Seasons" medals, distributed by Lewis and Clark, 

and bearing the motifs of "Shepherd," "Farmer," and "Home." 

We have a strong "want list" for these medals —and anyone 

who would like to earn a little pile of cash might do well to get 

in touch with the editor. 

1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-64 (PCGS). Medium 

yellow gold with iridescent blue and full lustre. 

Pleasing and popular.995 

1926 Sesquicentennial quarter eagle. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Brilliant.495 

Commemorative Memorabilia 
Collection of Memorabilia of sculptor Elizabeth 

Jones. Collection of Ms. Elizabeth Jones, ap¬ 

pointed by President Reagan in 1981 as the 11th 

Chief Sculptor and Engraver of the United States 

Mint. Ms. Jones was also the first woman to have 

been appointed to this position. Her artistic abil¬ 

ity has been equaled by few others in America. At 

one time Coin World called her a modern-day 

equivalent of the legendary Augustus Saint- 

Gaudens. 1 REAGAN, RONALD. Four Signed 

photos, color, 8 x 10” and 10 X 8", Washington, 

November 9, 1981, April 30, 1982, February 2, 

1983 and December 22, 1988. Each photograph 

features President Reagan and Chief Sculptor 

Jones. The photos were all taken at The White 

House, during Ms. Jones' term. Signed bv Ronald 

Reagan. Official White House Photographs a 

Elizabeth Jones shaking hands with President 

Reagan at White House reception, November 9, 

1981 b. President Reagan, Donna Pope and 1 liza- 

beth Jones in Oval Office, April 30,1982. c Presi¬ 

dent Reagan, Treasurer Donald Regan, Donna 

Pope and Elizabeth Jones in Oval Office, February 

3,1983. d. President Reagan shaking hands with 

Elizabeth Jones in the Oval Office, December 22, 

1988. Style of signatures varies over the years. 2 

Five First Strike Press Kits as follows: a Three 

Statue of Liberty First Strike Kits, $5 gold piece, 

October 18, 1985, including the signatures of 

James Baker III, Hawley Oakes, Katherine D. 

Ortega and others, on one of the programs: deco¬ 

rative invitation. October 19, 1986, U. S. Assay 

Office, San Francisco, CA for the First Strike cer¬ 

emony for the U. S. silver bullion coin b. Press Kit 

for the First Strike Gold American eagle gold bul¬ 

lion coin, September 8,1986, included: Elizabeth 

lones Ceremony name tag ribbon, c. Press Kit for 

the First Strike of the 1988 U. S. Olympic Gold 

Coin. A most interesting and informative collec¬ 

tion. Very Fine condition overall.1,495 

Hoffecker's Personal Medal 

Presidential gold medal inscribed 1939 / L.W 

HOFFECKER / 1941. Medals such as this, struck 

in "coin gold" (.900 fine), were made to give to the 

current president of the American Numismatic 

Association. Hoffecker, who served the term from 

1939 to 1941, was earlier a major promoter and 

distributor of various commemorative coinage 

issues, notably the 1935 Old Spanish Trail and 

1936 Elgin issues. Unique, of course-with 

Hoffecker inscription. A centerpiece for any com¬ 

memorative exhibit showcasing "stories.". 1,500 

Travels to Here and There 
Bowers and Merena Galleries staffers 

get around, and recently on March 3, 

Gordon Wrubel and Mark Borckardt 

were in Reno, Nevada, giving the Reno 

Coin Club the opportunity to call a spe¬ 

cial meeting (!) with invitations extended 

to other clubs in Nevada and California. 

A nice group was on hand to hear a 

Gordon and Mark give a program, start¬ 

ing with their lives in numismatics and 

how they got started, changing to a ques¬ 

tion and answer session, occupving two 

hours of give and take until all was over. 

From all accounts received here in 

New Hampshire, a good time was had 

by all! 
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Two "Unique" Specimens 
The Cordwainer Medals! 

When Wayte Raymond wrote his illus¬ 

trated booklet on "Early Washington Med¬ 

als," he listed the Conradt or 

Cordwainer medal in 

the supplement 

page as two to 

three known with 

no specimen avail¬ 

able for illustra¬ 

tion. The Conradt 

medal, Baker 162, 

an extremely rare is¬ 

sue, by Joseph Conradt, 

Engraver at 170 N. 4th Street, Philadel¬ 

phia, is also known as the 

"Cordwainers" medal. The bust is 

signed with his name and address, an 

unusual occurrence. According to the 

dictionary, a cordwainer is one who works 

in cordwainer leather, an obsolete term for 

what we now know as "cordovan" leather. 

This discovery piece was sold in the 

Mickley Sale of 1878, was purchased by 

Cogan for Appleton, and is now housed at 

the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

A specimen sold in the Nicolas Petry 

Collection by the Chapman brothers, May 

10, 1893, Lot 770 (probably the Parson's 

specimen) was cataloged as follows: 

"Bust with fine, strongly-marked fea¬ 

tures; in military costume, and draped fac¬ 

ing right; down right side, beginning at 

forehead, is WASHINGTON. Beneath the 

bust in field, CONRADT 170 N. Fourth St. 

R. Oak wreath enclosing THE FATHER OF 

HIS COUNTRY, FEB. 22D 1832; in six 

lines, beneath base of wreath. Phila. 

In.Very Fine. Pierced over head for sus¬ 

pension. Of excessive rarity, onlv one other 

being known to exist, and . present 

whereabouts are unknown; it was bought 

by Mr. Cogan, but for whom we know not; 

it was sold at the Mickley sale, 1878. It was 

only Very Good, so this is probably the fin¬ 

est specimen of the two. Size 22. 

This medal is not in the Petry collec¬ 

tion, but is placed here [as an added con¬ 

signment] so everyone will have an equal 

chance to purchase it —the man who is 

willing to pay the most for it will secure 

the prize. 

On February 22, 1832, William L. 

Clayton, then a boy of six years of age, 

was standing at his father's door. Fifth 

Street below Buttonwood Street, Philadel¬ 

phia, watching the procession in honor of 

Washington's Birthday pass 

by; when the "old coin¬ 

ing press" came 

along. They were 

striking medals 

and throwing 

them out to the 

populace, the 

present piece was 

thrown to him and 

he caught it. His father 

made a small noie in it, au 

he could wear it, and told him to preserve it 

as a memento of the occasion, and it has re¬ 

mained in his possession to the present 

time, highly prized. It is strange that it 

should be one of the only two known speci¬ 

mens, and until this appeared the Mickley 

one was considered unique. 

It decides that Conradt was the die 

sinker or engraver of the dies, and not 

merely a medal to advertise himself. In the 

Philadelphia Directory for 1831 he is given 

as an engraver. 

A specimen appeared in the H. 

Chapman Sale of the Parsons Collection 

in 1914 as Lot 689 and was 

illustrated on a plate. 

The Norweb estate 

also has a speci¬ 

men, which was 

acquired from En¬ 

gland before 1960. 

Close examination 

of the Norweb piece 

indicates that it is also 

the Parson's specimen. 

When the MHS specimen was seen it 

had the portrait of Washington in a plain 

obverse field with no inscription as de¬ 

scribed by Baker in 1885. The obverse of 

the MHS piece has the initial G lightly in¬ 

scribed in the right plain field. However 

the Petry— Parsons —Norweb specimen 

has the name WASINGTON (sic) on the 

obverse above the head as apparently the 

misspelling has not been noted previously. 

The misspelling is obvious on the illustra¬ 

tion in the Parson's sale. This misspelling is 

identical to that on the error medal, Baker 

131 (issued about 1819), but surely Conradt 

knew the correct spelling. The rarity of the 

Conradt medal was appreciated in the 

Parson's sale where it sold for $50, the 

same price as an exceptional NE shilling 

sold in that sale. Today, a NE shilling is 

bsted in A Guide 3ock of United slides Coins 

in Very Fine at $40,000. In today's strong 

market for Washingtonia, a unique 

Conradt medal would probably fetch as 

much at public auction. 

It is notable that Conradt was the same 

person who advertised the famed CCAUS 

medal, Baker 57, listing it for sale in a con¬ 

temporary newspaper 

of 1805. This adver¬ 

tisement in the 

United States Ga¬ 

zette of December 

28, 1805 offered 

the silver CCAUS 

medal at $5 each 

and gold at $50. No 

impressions in gold are 

known, and only a few are known in 

silver. 

In conclusion, it seems that only two 

specimens of the Conradt medal are 

known. Both are different, and therefore 

both are unique in their own right. 

Photographs courtesy of the Massachusetts 

Historical Society. 
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Proof Bechtler Restrike $5 

From the Pittman Collection 

(c.1908) C. Bechtler. Kagin-31. Rarity-7. Half eagle. 

Restrike. Proof-65 (PCGS). This wonderful ex¬ 

ample has deeply mirrored greenish gold surfaces 

with exceptional caMeo contrast. Henry Chapman, 

the illustrious Philadelphia dealer, had these pro¬ 

duced early in the 20th century by the Medal De¬ 

partment of the Philadelphia Mint. This particular 

specimen is pedigreed to the John Jay Pittman Col¬ 

lection sale. In the October 1997 sale of that collec¬ 

tion, David W. Akers described this as a "fantasy 

restrike" meaning that this exact combination of 

obverse and reverse dies was never issued by the 

Bechtler's in the 1830s. Novodel is a gentler numis¬ 

matic term, and one that is coming into increasing 

use in American numismatics, although it has been 

employed elsewhere for a long time (e.g., in Rus¬ 

sian numismatics). The number known today is 

not certain, but it may be as few as a half dozen, 

pbrhaps even less. This is one of just two similarly 

graded examples certified by PCGS. 27,500 

Choice Mint State N.G. & N. 1849 $5 

Norris, Gregg & Norris 

1849 Norris, Gregg & Norris $5. K-2. Rarity-5. Plain 

edge. MS-63 (PCGS). An exceptional example 

with very sharp design features and outstanding 

prooflike greenish yellow gold surfaces. The de¬ 

vices are lightly lustrous with moderate cameo 

contrast. It is always a pleasure to see outstanding 

examples of these rare and popular territorial is¬ 

sues which resulted from the California gold dis¬ 

covery. A current revival in interest for these 

territorial issues is doubtless the result of all the 

publicity surrounding the S.S. Central America 

discovery. 57,500 

Historical notes: The newspaper Alta California noted on 

May 31,1849, the existence of".. .a five-dollar gold coin struck 

at Benicia City, though the imprint is San Francisco. In general 

appearance it resembles the United States coin of the same 

value, but it bears the private stamp of Norris, Gregg & Norris 

and is in other particulars widely different." Benicia City, 

located off of San Francisco Bay on the water route toward 

Sacramento, soon gained fame as a maritime depot, center for 

the Navy's Pacific Squadron activities in the area and also for 

commercial steamships. 

The firm was earlier (and also later) located in New York 

City where the principals engaged in plumbing, steamfitting, 

and civil engineering. The new El Dorado beckoned, and 

certain of the partners headed west, while others "minded the 

store" and kept advertising in the greater New York area. 

Gold coins of the $5 denomination were subsequently 

made in several varieties by the Norris, Gregg & Norris firm in 

California. Three of the pieces were assayed by J.R. Eckfeldt 

and W.E. Dubois at the Philadelphia Mint and showed 

finenesses of 870, 880, and 892 thousandths, and respective 

intrinsic gold values of $4.83, $4.89, and $4,955, not including 

the silver alloy (which if added to the computations would 

have given them each about $0,025 extra value). 

Examples of the coinage with the imprint of San Francisco 

were made in large quantities and circulated extensively, 

probably the first such private issues to achieve popular 

distribution in the region. Varieties were made with plain or 

reeded edges. A variety imprinted STOCKTON is unique. 

It is not known by whom the dies were cut, but a strong 

possibility is that they were produced in New York before the 

partners sailed for California. It was the usual procedure for 

intending coiners to go to the gold district with as much 

equipment as they could bring, for supplies were uncertain in 

California. 

Gem Mint State 1849 Moffat $5 

1849 Moffat & Co. $5. K-4a. Rarity-4. San Francisco. 

MS-65 (PCGS). This gem quality example should 

not exist by all rights. These coins circulated along 

the west coast at a very strenuous time in our 

nation's history. Amazing greenish yellow gold 

with frosty lustre. Although not sharply struck, 

this is fully defined within the context of this is¬ 

sue. This example is tied with two other submis¬ 

sions for finest certified by PCGS.71,500 
Dies by Albert Kiiner, thus establishing a benchmark for 

the quality of his work (useful for later attributions). Engraver 

Ktiner, who arrived in San Francisco on July 16th, was em¬ 

ployed bv Moffat & Co. Dies for a $10 issue within the next two 

weeks. Shortly thereafter dies were made for the $5 half eagle 

Thus the first Moffat coinage became a reality, and in time the 

rectangular hand-imprinted rectangular slugs (mostly popu¬ 

larly of the $16 denomination, equal to the trade value in San 

Francisco of a typical ounce of gold or of a Spamsh-American 

doubloon) were no longer produced KUner went on to cut 

many dies for Moffat and other California coiners and re¬ 

mained in San Francisco until his death in early 1906 One of 

his later productions was a commemorative spoon with a $50 

die impression, boldly signed with his name, made as a 

souvenir sometime around the turn of the 20th century (but 

exactly when or how distributed, we do not know, and would 

welcome information), 

Important 1851 $50 "Slug" 

Lettered Edge Style 

Made in Early 1851 

Coming Attraction! 
Call 

Gail or Debbie 

for more 

information! 

Coming attraction: 1851 Humbert Octagonal. Early 

LETTERED EDGE style. $50 K-2. 880 Thous. 

Made by hand-punching the fineness, denomina¬ 

tion, and eight separate elements of the lettered 

edge. As these words are being written we expect to 

receive a specimen, price range $20,000 to $30,(XX). 

If you are interested, ask Gail Watson or Debbie 

McDonald, and information should be on hand 

by the time you see this in print. 

Popular Humbert 1851 $50 "Slug" 

Reeded Edge Formal 

1851 Humbert. Octagonal. Reeded edge style $$0 

K-5. Rarity-5.880 Thous. AU-55 (1\ X IS) \ w on 
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Private and Territorial Gold Coins for Sale i 
derful quality example of this very popular issue. 

Greenish yellow gold with faint orange toning 

and traces of lustre. Although a few very minor 

surface marks are visible, this is much higher 

qualitv than usually encountered. A splendid 

opportunity for the specialist, or for the casual 

collector with a passing interest in such numis¬ 

matic delicacies.19,950 

Pleasing 1851 S50 "Slug" 

1851 Humbert Octagonal. Reeded edge style. 

S50 K-5. Rarity-5. 880 Thous. VF-35 (PCGS). 

Deep greenish yellow gold with light abra¬ 

sions and moderate reverse rim bruises. For 

the collector who desires a modest quality 

example.10,500 

Mint State 1852 VVass Molitor $10 

1852 VVass Molitor. K-5. Large Head. Rarity-5. MS- 

62 (PCGS). Sharply struck and highly lustrous 

with deep green gold surfaces. Extensive die 

cracks are visible on both obverse and reverse. 

This outstanding example is destined for the spe¬ 

cialist, illustrating the very crude die work of 

these coins.24,950 
Commentary: We have every expectation that the forth¬ 

coming book, A California Gold Rush History Featuring Treasure 

from the S.S. Central America, written by Q. David Bowers 

under the aegis of Dwight Manley and the California Gold 

Marketing Group, will have a far-reaching impact on numis¬ 

matics. Manley & Co. have spared no effort or expense in 

creating a book, color illustrated throughout, of excellent 

binding, and printed on high quality, that will in itself be a 

treasure. 

Included will be extensive information concerning Wass, 

Molitor & Co. and other California coiners, nearly all of which 

has been taken from early and, as possible, contemporary 

sources. At one time or another during the past two years this 

has involved as many as a half dozen or more researchers at 

work "in the field" at a given time! 

California 

Fractional Gold 

Octagonal Quarters 
1871 BG-1109 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1872 BG-791. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.445 

Octagonal Dollar 

California Gold Dollar 

Undated. BG-501. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Just pur¬ 

chased as we go to press, please call for further 

description.6,750 
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Official inaugural Medal for the Most Touch and Go Election in American History 

Bovvers enij Mererm <tl <>i*i ■ pleased to offer the Official inaugural Modal forth* most touch-and-go election tn American Not or* 
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Miscellaneous Items 

Proof Sets 
1951 five-piece Proof set. Proof 64 to 67. Housed in 

original box.535 

1953 five-piece Proof set. Proof 64 to 67. Housed in 

plastic holder.229 

Patterns 

Delightful Proof 1879 Metric Pattern Dollar 

1879 pattern dollar. P-1813, J-l617. Rarity-3. Proof-62 

(NGC). Silver. Reeded edge. Bright silver gray 

with just a whisper of rose iridescence. A popular 

and affordable issue, and a nice adjunct to a silver 

dollar collection.2,695 
Large head of Liberty to left, LIBERTY upon coronet in 

her hair, seven stars before portrait, six stars behind, E 

PLURIBUS UNUM above, date below. Reverse with UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA ONE DOLLAR around a wreath, 

beaded circle within wreath, 895.8 S. / 4.2 - G. / 100 - C. / 25 

GRAMS within circle, DEO EST GLORIA on cartouche at top 

of wreath. 

Part of the extensive "metric" series of dollar patterns 

produced 1878-1880 at the Mint. 

Choice Proof 1880 Pattern Metric Dollar 

1880 pattern dollar. P-1851, J-l651. Rarity-6. Proof-63 

(PC(.S) Goloid metric dollar. Reeded edge. Bril¬ 

liant and reflective with delicate iridescent toning. 

Traces of light striking are visible at center of the 

reverse.6,350 

Tokens, Medals, Etc. 
1807/6 large cent. Sheldon-273. Counterstamped on 

the obverse. Crossed arrows, with crown above 

all in oval punch. F-15.295 

Hard Times token. 1833 Low-72. Rarity-6. Francis 

Brigham. AU-50. Cheapside, New Bedford, Mas¬ 

sachusetts, token. A lovely specimen of this is¬ 

sue, perennially a favorite rarity, depicting as it 

does a long row of storefronts in this whaling 

port.1,095 
Brigham was an entrepreneur and engaged in pursuits 

ranging from dentistry to retailing, in the jack-of-all-trades 

style of certain other figures who were memorialized by 

tokens and other numismatic items (e.g., Lewis Feuchtwanger 

at the high end. Dr. G.G. Wilkins at the low end). 

Hard Times token. 1833 L-73. Francis Brigham. 

Cheapside, New Bedford token. VF-30. From the 

Garrett sale. Lot 1155. 325 

Hard Times token: 1835 L-176. HT-434. Gustin & 

Blake. Chelsea, Vermont. AG-3 Copper. Plain 

edge. Retouched reverse die. Soft brown sur¬ 

faces.439 
This token, rare in its own right and even rarer as one of 

the few early tokens available from the state of Vermont, was 

struck from very crude dies—which, numismatically, makes 

such pieces all the more desirable. 

1859-0 Double Eagle copy. As struck. The present 

piece is a very well done copy of an 1859-0 

double eagle, struck in a brassy composition with 

a reeded edge and ensheathed in a squared stain¬ 

less steel (?) housing. This piece appears to be 

produced in the last 50 years or so, perhaps as an 

insert in a watch fob or key chain which would 

enclosed the housing in leather or something 

similar while leaving the "coin" exposed. That a 

souvenir would be produced imitative of such a 

scarce date piece is unusual, and its origin is far 

from certain. An enigma awaiting investigation 

by a collector of double eagles or New Orleans 

Mint coinage.895 

1865 J. A. Bolen token, 1865. Obverse with portrait of 

Bolen and date. Reverse with advertisement, DIE 

/ SINKER, etc. Springfield, Mass. Considered by 

some to be a Civil War token because of the date. 

Issues with the Portrait of Bolen are somewhat 

scarce. MS-62 RB.209 

1789 Washington cent. Baker-14, Kennev-7 Robinson 

copy. MS-63 BN.379 

Washington/ Confederate Cent Muling 

Believed Unique 

Undated (c.1874). Washington Head Confederate 

cent muling. The only one struck, this is an "old 

friend" and was featured in one of our catalogues 

decades ago! Recently, we bought it back. Accord¬ 

ing to numismatic tradition this was made by or 

for Henry Chapman. Listed in the Fuld reference 

as unique. Quite possibly the very rarest die im¬ 

pression, original or restrike, of any 1861 Confed¬ 

erate States of America coin! Now, you can buy it 

from us for. 24,000 

1792 Dickeson Cent 

1792 Dickeson "cent." MS-64 RB. A splendid speci¬ 

men of this "1792 trial piece," actually made 

circa the 1860s from an embossed revenue stamp 

die. Dr. Montroville W. Dickeson was the pro¬ 

genitor. An attractive and perennially interesting 

issue.1,795 
Tribute to Professor Montroville W. Dickeson, who died 

April 14, 1882, aged 69 years, as taken from the American 

journal of Numismatics, July 1882: 

"He was a doctor of med icine, but was not for many years 

in practice, having devoted himself more particularly to natu¬ 

ral science and the studv of antiquities He was at one time 

associated with theantiquary and archeologist, E G. Squier, in 

investigations of the mounds in the Western States, and pub¬ 

lished a paper in 1851 on that subject 

"He was the author of the American Numismatic Manual, 

a quarto, published several years ago [actually in 1859, with 

subsequent editions of I860 and 1865], with plates and de¬ 

scriptions of American coins, and which is still highly valued 

by collectors, though somewhat superseded by Crosby's later 

and in many respects more valuable work [Early Coni', of 

America, which, in fact, did not supersede it, as Crosbv's focus 

was different and did not include the majority of the items in 

Dickeson's work], 

"He was the owner of a large collection of antiquities, 

curiosities, minerals, etc., which was the foundation upon 

which wasopened the Philadelphia Citv Museum, in Callowhill 

Street, between Fourth and Fifth, in 1K54 That collection was 

afterward in 1876 at the Centennial Exhibition] displaced in 

the Government Exhibition Building in Fairmont Park Prol 

Dickeson was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, 

and had held professorship in one or two medical colleges ' 

Another commentary concerning Dickeson w as penned 

bv Ebene7er Locke Mason, Jr., and appeared in lune 1HX2 m 

Mason's Coin Collectors Herald 
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Strange numismatic coincidences occur at times, and 

strange incidents are not infrequent in the career of a numis¬ 

matist In the spring of I860 the writer was searching for a 

suitable store on one of the leading thoroughfares of Philadel¬ 

phia to open business as a coin dealer. After several days of 

fruitless efforts to locate in just the right spot, a friend sug¬ 

gested North 2nd Street as a suitable locality, where the 

country people with their wagons lined the sidewalks twice a 

week to dispose of the products of their farms. 

"With this hint, the embrvo coin dealer started from the 

center of the city and walked north on the west side about two 

miles without finding a store suitable for his business; but 

upon returning south on the east side, just below Buttonwood 

Street, his eyes met a huge placard in the bulk window of an 

antique looking store, announcing 'This Store to Let, Apply at 

211 Lombard Street.' Losing no time in applying, he succeeded 

in securing the store for one year; but preliminary to the 

payment of the rent the landlord inquired for what purpose 

the store was wanted — 'for the coin business,' was the reply. 

"This was the first interview we had and the first time we 

had heard of Montroville W. Dickeson, M.D., a coin collector 

of some thirty years standing, and the author of a large Coin 

Manual that had appeared the previous year. Strange that after 

so long a search, the coin dealer should happen to rent a store 

of a numismatist and find in the landlord the first patron at his 

place of business. In a few days we opened out, displaying the 

numismatic treasures we had been gathering for several years, 

and Doctor Dickeson had the first pick from the Washingtons, 

the '93a, '99s, '04s, &c, and at prices that were deemed fabulous 

by the inexperienced dealer, receiving as he did $1 each for 

good pieces of the dates named, which scarcely cost over two 

cents apiece in their collection. 

" Here in the little 2nd Street store we formed the acquain¬ 

tance of Davis, Fewsmith, Nevil, Faaet, Brechemin, Gronberry, 

"Grand Series of National Medals" 
Events in British History 

Silver Proofs in Book-Style Case 

1820 "Grand Series of National Medals" pub¬ 

lished by James Mudie, himself an engraver. 

This lovely set of large silver medals, ar¬ 

ranged in two large velvet drawers within an 

ornate red case, and accompanied by the 

original book-style catalogue listing the sub¬ 

scribers, is one of the most beautiful medallic 

sets we have ever offered. Original subscrib¬ 

ers to the set started with His Majesty King 

George IV and included many other luminar¬ 

ies (see notes). The set showcased the works 

of various engravers, who cut dies for sub¬ 

jects suggested by Mudie, the engravers in¬ 

cluding Brenet, Dubois, Mills, Webb, and 

William Wvon, among others. Each medal is 

carefully done, from dies with excellent detail 

(each is a treat to study under magnification, 

which we spent a pleasant hour doing). 

Proofs, mirror finish, some light handling 

marks. Attractive light toning. A splendid set 

that would make a fantastic display in an of¬ 

fice or cabinet of curiosities —the latter being 

how such sets were displayed in country 

houses, castles, or even John Allan's (see be¬ 

low) town-house in New York City. Includes 

40 medals, 411 mm. each, two drawers fitted 

case with gold embossing on cover, and origi¬ 

nal accompanying bound catalogue or book. 

19,500; reduced to $16,201) 

Miscellaneous Items for Sale 

Smith, Carpenter, Warner, Wilkins and hundreds of others; 

some of whom have been patrons of ours form the time to the 

present. In this little store a Granby copper was picked up for 

ten cents, the dealer being ignorant of its value. Here also Faaet 

purchased of us a pair of Uncirculated 1851 and 1852 U.S. 

dollars for $5 each. 

"Here was offered by young Eckfeldt three genuine U.S. 

1804 dollars at $70 each [these would have been Class II 

dollars], and nearly all the rare half cents [Proof restrikes dated 

1831,1836, and the 1840s] in dozens of duplicates were pur¬ 

chased. Here also Wm. F. Packer, the governor of Pennsylva¬ 

nia, resorted to complete his valuable collection. Here the late 

J.J. Mickley visited and passed hours of social intercourse, and 

at this coin rendezvous many happy hours were spent with 

the collectors of 'auld lang syne.'" 

1889 Sons of the Nile Badge. Location unknown. Sil¬ 

ver. 80 mm. tall. Eight pointed star design hand- 

engraved with flower motif features Phoenix ris¬ 

ing jewel at center/Eight line inscription above 

silversmith's marks. Interesting and very attrac¬ 

tive, this badge was awarded to P.C. Bros. R. 

Hawkins "as a mark of respect for past services" 

by the Sons of the Nile Lodge, Unique and hand¬ 

crafted.175 

Empire Coin Company token. Circa 1960, our prede¬ 

cessor firm. Empire Coin Company, Inc., commis¬ 

sioned Alphonse Kolb, well-known Rochester, 

NY, die-sinker, to create these tokens for us. The 

approximate size of a United States large cent of 

the 1793-1857 years, and struck in copper, each 

token depicts on the obverse the famous 

IMMUNIS COLUMBIA motif taken from the 

1786-1787 copper coinage, "Columbia" being a 

representation of "America." The reverse depicts 

an eagle perched on a palm branch and is derived 

from the design used on the rare 1795 U.S. $5 gold 

coin. Examples are with "antiqued" finish as 

made. Dave Bowers discovered a little box full of 

these. Each $9.95, 25 for.149 

1976 Small size American Revolution Bicentennial 

Medal. 0.37 oz .900 gold. 16,000 minted. Proof-65. 

Housed in original box.169 

Canadian Coins 
The following selection of Canadian coins — Mint 

State and Specimen strikes —were specially struck at 

the behest of a supervisor at the Royal Canadian Mint 

in Ottawa and put away by him in the years they 

were issued. Much extra care and preparation was 

exercised in the striking of these special pieces, and 

they are far superior to other coins — both circulation 

strikes and Specimens —produced at the time. Some 

of the Mint State pieces are so spectacular in their 

strike and surface characteristics that they appear to 

be Specimen strikes when viewed from the obverse. 

The actual Specimen strikings are no less incredible, 

and many of them have exceedingly low mintages; in 

most cases just a few dozen —or fewer —pieces were 

produced. The silver pieces exhibit very deep (almost 

"black") mirror fields with contrasting frosty devices 

and razor sharp strikes. We were very fortunate and 

purchased the majority of the hoard, and we are now 

quite pleased to offer the following lovely Canadian 

coins to you on a first-come, first-served basis. What 

a grand way to begin a collection of impressive Cana¬ 

dian coins. Please remember, after this amazing 

group is gone, there will be no more! 

Canadian One-Cent Pieces 
1946 Specimen-64 RD (PCGS). Brilliant red with 

deeper highlights on the King's portrait.295 

1946 SP-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown with 

obverse cameo contrast.v.235 

1949 SP64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous red and brown. Pedi¬ 

greed to the Pittman sale.249 

Canadian Five-Cent Pieces 
1946 SP-65 (PCGS). Highly brilliant with a touch of 

frosty cameo contrast. A pleaser.295 

1951 Nickel commemorative. SP-66 (PCGS). A bright 

and reflective beauty. Struck to commemorate the 

isolation of nickel as a metal in 1751. 495 

1951 Nickel commemorative. SP-65 (PCGS).295 

1951 Nickel commemorative. SP-64 (PCGS).150 

Canadian 10-Cent Pieces 
1946 SP-65 (PCGS). Modest cameo contrast and a hint 

of lovely golden toning.375 

1947 Maple Leaf. SP-67 (PCGS). A superb gem of the 

highest order. Frosty motifs and mirror fields lend 

dramatic contrast and superb eye appeal.595 

1947 Maple Leaf. SP-66 (PCGS). Delightfully brilliant 

and aesthetically appealing.395 

1947 SP-65 (PCGS).395 

1948 SP-67 (PCGS). Superb brilliance in the mirror 

fields and lightly frosted design elements make 

for an extremely lovely combination of physical 

quality and aesthetic appeal. A popular key date 

(in every denomination).650 

1948 SP-66 (PCGS). Intense lustre and light cameo 

contrast.375 

Canadian 25-Cent Pieces 
1946 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with a whisper 

of gold at the rims.495 

1948 MS-67 (PCGS). A frosty beauty with heavily 

prooflike fields. An important key date within the 

denomination. Among the highlights of this special 

group, particularly where qualify and appeal are 

concerned. We have a small number of these, some 

brilliant, and others that are delicately toned with 

gold and amber highlights at the rims. Take your 

pick!.  995 

1948 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with lively cameo con¬ 

trast.450 

1950 SP-66 (PCGS). A hint of frost adorns the motifs 

of this delightfully brilliant gem.595 

Canadian $5 Gold 
1912 MS-64 (PCGS). Choice medium yellow gold 

with olive highlights and full mint lustre. A lovely 

example of the tvpe and date. 1.175 

1912 MS-63 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold with olive 

highlights and excellent lustre, sharply struck 673 

1913 MS-63 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold surface*; 
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Miscellaneous Items for Sale * 
with olive and copper highlights and superb lus¬ 

tre. Excellent eye appeal.675 

1914 MS-61 (NGC). Lustrous honey gold. The third 

and final year of this short-lived Canadian de¬ 

nomination.595 

Coins of the Ancient 
and Modern World 

Gold Stater of Mithradates VI the Great 

Gold stater of Mithradates VI the Great. When nov¬ 

ice collectors are shown these beautiful coins and 

told of their rich history, they frequently com¬ 

ment: "That coin must be priceless," or, "What's 

that worth? $10,000 or more?" Each coin offered 

here is in choice Extremely Fine condition, with 

only the lightest wear present on the high points. 

The coins we offer exhibit beautiful golden lustre, 

each appearing nearly as struck more than two 

millennia ago. And, most importantly, we guar¬ 

antee the authenticity of each coin. It is only 

through this offering that these momentous coins 

are available at this special price of.995 
The gold stater of Mithradates VI the Great, a coin no 

larger than a United States nickel, is a giant in the world of 

numismatics and world coin history. Struck nearly a century 

before the birth of Christ, this desirable ancient gold coin is a 

direct link with the rich and storied history of the ancient 

world. It is a numismatic tribute to the mighty warrior 

Alexander the Great, the Macedonian youth who wept in 

India because he had no worlds left to conquer. Issued during 

the time of the First Mithradatic War, one of the greatest 

conflicts of ancient Greece and Rome, it is a coin of dynamic 

artistry, considerable significance, and superb value. 

The story of this treasured coin begins 2,700 years ago in 

Lydia (modern day Turkey) around the time of the King 

Croesus. It was during these years that the first coins in history 

were struck. About 400 years later Lysimachos of Thrace, a 

loyal general of Alexander the Great, issued a gold coin with 

Alexander's portrait that became (along with the silver 

tetradrachms of Macedonia, Greece, and Tyre) the standard 

trade coin of the Eastern Mediterranean for the next few 

centuries. Around 88 BC Mithradates the Great borrowed 

heavily from Lysimachos' inspired design to create a new gold 

coin that commemorated Greece's greatest hero. Each coin 

was minted by what is known as the "hammer method," with 

coins made individually by hand. Each coin represented 

roughly one month's wages for a soldier in the army of 

Mithradates. 

When he was 11 years old, Mithradates inherited the 

realm of Pontus on the south coast of the Black Sea. His 

notorious mother, Laodice, seized the kingdom from him, and 

he fled into the mountains where he grew into a man of fierce 

determination and ruthless ambition. He even took small 

amounts of toxins daily to immunize himself from the possi¬ 

bility of being poisoned by his enemies! At the age of 18 he 

returned to Pontus with an army, staged a counter-coup, and 

executed his mother and brother. 

In the years that followed Mithradates expanded his 

kingdom and came into conflict with Rome. In 88 BC the First 

Mithradatic War was launched, and the Roman garrisons 

were quickly defeated. Mithradates crossed Asia Minor into 

Thrace (where these historic coins were struck) and then 

proceeded into Greece proper He was greeted as a hero in 

Athens, but the citizens soon realized that he was as merciless 

as the Romans he sought to replace. 

In 86 BC the Roman Consul Sulla and five legions of 

soldiers reiaptured Athens, defeating Mithradates' general 

Arfhelaus at ( haeronea and Orrhnmenus Mithradates was 

chased back to Asia Minor, ordered to pay a huge fine (includ¬ 

ing, but not limited to, 70 warships!), and sent back to Pontus, 

ending the war. In 74 BC the Third Mithradatic War was 

initiated. Mithradates was overwhelmed by the Roman le¬ 

gions and retreated to Armenia. In 63 BC Pompey the Great 

decided to put an end to the threat of Mithradates and pursued 

him with an enormous army. Mithradates was betrayed by his 

own son, Phamaces, who deprived him of his army. In a 

hopeless situation, he ordered a soldier to run him through 

with his sword, ending his life at age 68. 

1915 Cuba. Gold one Peso. MS-66 (NGC). An im¬ 

pressive satiny gem of intense quality and eye 

appeal. Rose iridescence adds greatly to the over¬ 

all appeal. Rare so fine!.495 

1937 Great Britain. Half sovereign. Proof-65 (PCGS). 

A dazzling gem cameo Proof from the first regnal 

year of George VI.339 

Miscellaneous 

Impressive "Wheel of Fortune" 

Casino Device 

Evans Gaming Wheel. Large vertical "wheel of for¬ 

tune" made by Evans, of Chicago, early in the 20th 

century —just the sort of device that would have 

been used in a casino in Reno, or high in the Rocky 

Mountains. The wheel, about six feet in diameter, 

is on its own stand and is displayed in a vertical 

position. The wheel is ornamented with numbers 

(resembling dice faces) and mirrored panels and is 

a very impressive ensemble. We came across this 

in an antique shop in Massachusetts (where it still 

is), wrote a check for it on the spot, and now offer 

it for sale. In many years of being interested in an¬ 

tique gambling devices, we've encountered only 

one other for sale. Basically "original" condition, 

not repainted, altered, or anything else. Needs a 

few touches, but is essentially pristine.3,450 

Pels "rebus Puzzle" note as featured in Rare Coin Re¬ 

view No. 125, this being the one we purchased. 

Crisp Uncirculated.375 

Bicknell's Counterfeit Detectors 

Bicknell's Counterfeit Detectors. Fine condition. 

Breaking up what may be the largest run in pri¬ 

vate hands. Wonderful research and studv 

archive. Each issue describes notes issued by 

banks and gives warnings about counterfeits, etc. 

One copy: $79; 10 different $725.00; 50 different 

$3,450. Prices include postage. Subject to availabil¬ 

ity and prior sale. 

Gold Rush Bonanza! 

We recently purchased 25 - count them - 25 - origi¬ 

nal stock mining shares in the Anglo-California 

Gold Mining Company, registered on November 

5, 1851. These stock certificates were actually 

used, bear serial numbers, and were issued in 

1852. The approximate dimensions are 8-1/4" 

wide, and 7-3/4" high. Original stock certificates 

sold to finance adventuring in the gold fields of 

California, and dated before 1853, are few and far 

between, and in our search for such things - for a 

display we are putting together, which includes 

an example of the piece we are offering here— our 

luck has been almost, but not quite, zero. Now 

comes this little cache, said to have been found in 

a castle in England. However, the seller of this 

marvelous group hastened to add, "whether this 

was true or just salesmanship, we cannot know!" 

No matter, these items are nice for framing - per¬ 

haps together with a gold rush coin? Offered, for 

each, $125, or buy two for $235 a pair. 

Gold Rush Era Shipping Ledger 

Gold Rush Ledger revealing transactions of gold in 

exchange for blankets, crockery, etc., via the ships 

Golden Gate, Versailles, Oregon, Flying Fish, Califor¬ 

nia, and others — sidewheel steamers, clippers, etc. 

Ex Carmen Valentino to QDB for California re¬ 

search, now offered for sale:.1,725 
Manuscript business account book, 1850-1853, kept by 

Soule, Wardwell, and Company of Boston, Massachusetts 

The firm's two principals, Henry H. Soule and C. Otis Wardwell 

were Boston commission merchants who also operated a San 

Francisco office headed by Charles Soule, Jr. The firm invested 

heavily in ships' 'adventures' of such Gold Rush necessities as 

blankets and pails and 49er staples like crockery, syru p, gunnv 

bags, pickles, shot, matches, sugar, glassware, and liquor. In 

return the firm took payment in gold and gold dust trans¬ 

ported to Boston by ships like the Oregon, or by mail — as with, 

e.g., "a fifty dollar gold piece," (Numismatists will recognize 

this as a reference to the pioneer territorial gold piece struck by 

the United States Assay Office in San Francisco.) 

The firm also received certain payments from the United 

States Mint itself. Among the many ships in which the Soule, 

Wardwell, & Co., purchased 'adventures’ were the Golden 

Gate, Northern Light, Celestial, Versailles, Flying Fish, Panama, 

and California. The account book provides a detailed and 

fascinating look into East Coast-West Coast commerce during 

the early years of history’s greatest gold rush 

One folio volume, bound in the original calf, ornately 

stamped in blind and gilt, red leather spine labels intact, 

marbled endpapers - the binding signed with the Boston blank- 

book manufacturer's ticket Contents very fine, clean, and 

legible. 84 pages, plus blanks. 

If the purchaser of this ledger would like to be directed 

toward books detailing the histones of some of the ships 

mentioned, ask QDB for same. 

Stereograph cards, circa 1898-1910, by Keystone, 

Underwood, and others; photographic double-im¬ 

age stereo cards of "world tour" scenes, domestic 

scenes, etc., from Dave Bowers' archives. Suitable 

for use in an antique hand-held stereocard 

viewer. 100 different for.200 

Gold Mineral and Crystal Specimens 

Gold mineral specimens from the cabinet of QDB 

Study pieces acquired in the line of gold research. 
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Miscellaneous Items for Sale 

and now being deaccessioned: Each piece was 

hand-selected by Dave for its quality and display 

value. If an early-bird reader would like to buy 

the entire suite of gold specimens, take a 5% dis¬ 

count. All examples are one-of-a-kind. Subject to 

prior sale. 

Colorado Quartz Mine, Mariposa Co., CA. Famous 

"pocket" mine near the Diltz Mine. Very nice 

specimen of crystallized gold. Longest dimension 

about 33 mm.1,960 

Crystalline Mine, Jamestown, Tuolumne Co., CA. 

Located on the same property as the Harvard 

Mine, a locality famous for "leaf" gold. The area 

w'as reclaimed for use as a part, and thus this fa¬ 

mous California gold locality is gone to the 

present generation of gold seekers. Nice display 

specimen measuring about 35 mm. wide. Bright 

yellow' gold. A superb specimen.470 

Diltz Mine, Mariposa Co., CA. Native gold with 

arsenopvrite, from a famous mine. Examples, 

once seen with some frequency, are very elusive 

today. Largest dimension about 65 mm.1,465 

Eagle's Nest Mine, Placer Co., CA. District of claims 

worked generally from 1855 to the modern era. 

Large and impressive crystalline gold specimen, 

largest dimension about 35 mm., 38 grams weight. 

Beautiful!.1,875 

Eagle's Nest Mine, Placer Co., CA. Large and im¬ 

pressive crystalline gold specimen, "very three 

dimensional," largest dimension about 50 mm., 

39.6 grams weight. Beautiful!.1,965 

16-to-l Mine, Alleghany, Sierra Co., CA. Spectacular 

"tree" of native gold atop a white quartz matrix. 

Largest dimension about 60 mm. A prize display 

item, the finest specimen located bv QDB... 6,300 

Oriental Mine, Alleghany, Sierra Co., CA. Native 

gold on white quartz crystals, from a mine first 

worked circa 1854, and near the famous 16-to-l 

Mine. Largest dimension about 40 mm.1,340 

Placer Co. CA, goild specimen, probably from circa 

1930s and from the old DeMaria and Garbe Mine 

(later incorporated into the Eagle's Nest Mine in 

a consolidation of about 10 different claims). 14.8 

grams. A lovely specimen of leaf gold.1,845 

Quartz Hill, Siskiyou Co. CA. Native gold (mostly) 

on matrix, 3 grams. Said to have been mined in 

the 1850s from a site not worked since Gold Rush 

days.165 

Queen Mine, Nevada Co., CA. Bright leaf gold on 

white quartz crystals. The Queen Mine was a 

small "pocket” near the Empire Mine, seemingly 

last worked many years ago, up to about 1979 or 

so. About 33 x 20 mm. Another item selected for 

its excellent display value.390 

Silver Pitcher by Coiner Brasher 

Silver cream Pitcher made by Ephraim Brasher and 

counterstamped twice (EB oval), by Ephraim 

Brasher, the famous New York City silversmith 

who supplied fine ware to George Washington, 

among other clients, and who is numismatically 

remembered for his famous 1787 Brasher dou¬ 

bloons. The present pitcher is in superb condition, 

having been carefully cared for. It measures 5-3/4 

inches high on a square base measuring 2-1/4 per 

side. There is silver beading around the top of the 

pitcher and where the round bottom of the pitcher 

meets the square base. On the front is the mono¬ 

gram script AB, for the recipient.5,950 
Over the years we have had only a few silver pieces by 

Brasher including several spoons and, years ago, a very nice 

pitcher. The present is in extraordinary condition and of 

extraordinary importance, certainly a fine addition to any 

cabinet of early American coins. 

1942 "experimental cent" related pieces: In 1942 the 

United States Mint began searching for a suitable 

replacement for the copper cent. Being a strategic 

war material, copper was in high demand. Re¬ 

placement material required various properties to 

simulate copper as closely as possible. Private 

companies were contacted to explore materials as 

diverse as plastic and glass. Special dies were pre¬ 

pared for use in the testing process. The firms in¬ 

volved provided sample planchets which w'ere 

struck with these dies. We were fortunate to ac¬ 

quire a small quantity of plastic "planchets" or 

disks w'hich were left over from one of the private 

companies involved. We have two different types 

of material: general-purpose phenolic resin is very 

dark brown, weighs 10.3 grains and has six con¬ 

centric circles raised on each side. The Urea-form¬ 

aldehyde plastic is olive and weighs 10.76 grains. 

These also have six raised circles on each side. 

Order either type, each for.59 

2001 Bush Inaugural Medal 
Bowers and Merena Galleries is pleased to offer the 

Official Inaugural Medal for the most touch-and-go 

election in American history. For weeks on end it was 

uncertain whether it was Bush, or Gore, or Bush, or 

Gore—then finally Bush. It is a scenario we will all 

remember for the rest of our lives. 

On January 20th, George W. Bush took the oath of 

office and was sworn in as the 43rd president of the 

United States. Now you can share in the excitement 

and tradition of this historic moment with the Official 

Bush Inaugural Medals, authorized by the Bush Inau¬ 

gural Committee. 

Two Beautiful Styles Offered 

Fake your pick of these: 

• A beautiful bronze I ligh Relief Art Medal, ~0 mm 

or 2,75” in diameter, attractively displayed in a 

solid walnut stand and housed in a deluxe presen¬ 

tation box. A certificate of authenticity is in¬ 

cluded. Price $48. 

Production of these medals will be strictly limited. 

Medal shown here is 50% of the actual size. 

• A superb .999 fine silver High Relief Art Medal 

70 mm or 2.75” in diameter. Not since the 

inauguration of John F. Kennedy has the public 

been offered a .999 silver medal in this large size. 

From 1969 through 1997, the 70 mm silver medal 

was reserved for special VIP gifts. Now, for the 

first time in 40 years, the public can enjoy this 

extra-large tribute to our new president. Each 

medal is serially numbered and housed in a 

deluxe presentation box. A certificate of authen¬ 

ticity is included. This silver edition is limited to 

only 5,000 medals. Price $195. 
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Eagle Albums 
for certified coins 

Eagle certified albums accommodate all popular certified coins in a single album. PCGS, 

NGC, and PCI holders all fit snugly in the album pockets. The smaller ANACS shbs are held 

snugly in the album pockets with optional foam U-shaped adaptors. Each heavy duty clear 

rigid page holds 9 certified coins and allows viewing from both sides. 

EAGLE-27: 3-Page certified album (holds 27 coins). $22.50. 



United States Currency 

We offer a nice selection of currency —always a 

favorite series with us, especially in our auction sales. 

Our 1999 sale of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. notes still ech¬ 

oes in halls where the collecting of currency is 

discussed. And, of course, Lyn Knight, whose firm is 

part of our parent company. Collectors Universe, 

seems to have a monopoly on rarities, not to overlook 

our fine friend David Sundman, who has found sev¬ 

eral "treasures-in-attics" including incredible notes. 

Each of the notes we offer is selected for quality 

within its listed grade. Enjoy our listing. 

"Gem" Sheet of Fractional Currency! 

1st Issue, "Postage Currency" 5 Cents 

Original uncut sheet (20 notes) of five-cent Frac¬ 

tional currency. 1st issue, Postal Currency. 

Crisp Uncirculated. A splendid sheet, with the 

five-cent denomination being made from the 

contemporary five-cent postage stamp design. 

This is one of the nicest we have handled in our 

experience —which dates back to well over 40 

years. There are full margins on both sides. This 

very attractive sheet would make an ideal dis¬ 

play item if framed; it is carefully placed be¬ 

tween two sheets of Lucite.4,750 

SI. Friedberg-27. Legal Tender note. Series of 1878. 

Allison-Gilfillan. Serial: A386668. Gem Uncircu¬ 

lated. A delightful, high-grade example of this at¬ 

tractive Legal Tender The face is nicely centered, 

though the back is somewhat uneven. Still, the 

bold color and full body hold this note to the Gem 

category. Only this single type was issued as the 

Series of 1878. 1,445 

$1. F-30. Legal Tender note. Series of 1880. Bruce- 

Wyman. Serial: Z38748734. Gem Uncirculated. A 

bright note with full, original color and nicely 

embossed printing. A light printing wrinkle is 

noted, as is a small, well-hidden area of discolora¬ 

tion on the back. Well margined and highly attrac¬ 

tive.1,239 

' 

$1. F-219. Silver Certificate. Series of 1886. 

Rosecrans-Huston. Serial: B55288439. Gem Un¬ 

circulated. Good fresh paper quality and bold ink 

color. A beautiful, well-margined Martha Wash¬ 

ington featuring the popular and visually striking 

fancy back. The back design would change to a 

somewhat more simple style for the follow Series 

of 1891. 2,339 
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$1. F-711. Federal Reserve Bank Note. Series of 1918. 

Teehee-Burke. Serial: B811118A. Choice AU. 

Bright and bold with excellent freshness and rich 

ink tones. Heavily embossed serial numbers and 

seal. Unfortunately, a long horizontal crease holds 

this to AU, otherwise superb. A popular radar 

serial number is an added bonus.519 

$2. F-246. Silver Certificate. Series of 1891. Tillman- 

Morgan. Serial: E10554431. EF. A few minor 

creases are visible through the body of the note 

upon close inspection. Regardless, the note offers 

excellent visual appeal for the technical grade. A 

bright and attractive example with good margins 

and retaining nice overall integrity. Even some of 

the original embossing remains. Traces of a light 

hinge mark are noted on the face at the top cen¬ 

ter.1,515 

$2. F-247. Silver Certificate. Series of 1896. Tillman- 

Morgan. Serial: 2003685. EF. An attractive note 

regardless of a few creases. Pleasing for the grade 

and offering good color and broad, even margins. 

From one of the most popular and aesthetically 

elaborate currency issues commonly referred to at 

the "educational series." The design for this $2 

note was originally intended for a $50 denomina¬ 

tion, which was never issued. The $50 design was 

used for the $2 note much to the dissatisfaction of 

the artist who felt that the integrity of the design 

"A good book is the pre¬ 

cious lifeblood of a master 

spirit, embalmed and 

treasured up on purpose 

to a life beyond life." 

—John Milton [lb(\8-1674| 
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Currency for Sale 

was so disrupted by the changed denomination 

markers, that he refused to endorse it as an ex¬ 

ample of his own finest effort.1,925 

$2. F-252. Silver Certificate. Series of 1899. Vernon- 

McClung. Serial: E25086634. VF. An evenly worn 

note without distractions. Close examination 

will reveal tiny pinholes, fully acceptable at this 

grade.309 

$2. F-258. Silver Certificate. Series of 1899. 

Speelman-White. Serial: N72863838. Uncircu¬ 

lated. Excellent color and margins. A slight cen¬ 

ter fold is visible under close scrutiny, though not 

creased. A nice overall appearance.595 

SlMT.H 
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$5. F-263. Silver Certificate. Series of 1886. 

Rosecrans-Huston. Serial: B28580462. Choice 

Uncirculated. Another beautiful example, though 

not quite the equal of the previous note. Two light 

folds are noted in the interior left end, likely the 

result of teller handling, as these do not reach the 

margins. Bright, bold color and fresh paper qual¬ 

ity. Well-margined and attractive.5,399 

A3468295B 

$5. F-282. Silver Certificate. Series of 1923. 

Speelman-White. Serial: A3468295B. EF Nearly 

choice for the grade. Just two vertical creases, and 

a light horizontal fold are noted. Bright and pleas¬ 

ing.1,305 

w.\w\ 

$20. F-1187. Gold Certificate. Series of 1922. 

Speelman-White. Serial: K83320239. Uncircu¬ 

lated. Somewhat tight at the bottom face margin, 

though not interfering with the design border. 

Good color and body, save for a few internal 

folds, likely from brief teller handling.690 
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$500. F-1216b. Gold Certificate. Series of 1882. 

Teehee-Burke. Serial: D78687. EF. Nicely cen¬ 

tered and boldly printed on each side. The bril¬ 

liant and distinctive orange hues being especially 

bright. The bright rose Treasury seal and the deep 

blue serial numbers add to the visual appeal A 

highly desirable large-size, high denomination 

note of very respectable grade. A showpiece note 

which could rank as the valued prize of most cur¬ 

rency collections, and certainly worthy of addi 

tion to the finest of collections. Free of smudges 

and soil, and offering excellent aesthetic appeal. A 

type not represented in the extraordinary cur¬ 

rency collection of Harry W. Bass, Jr. 20,625 
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$500. F-1216b. Gold Certificate. Series of 1882. 

Teehee-Burke. Serial: D48799. VF, and quite nice 

for the grade. A number of folds and creases are 

evident upon inspection, though none are heavy 

enough to adversely affect the surface quality. The 

paper retains excellent body and nice color, com¬ 

mensurate with the assigned grade. The ink re¬ 

mains bold. Nicely margined, somewhat tight at 

the upper right, a minor distraction and noted for 

the sake of accuracy.10,125 

W.S., Jr. Enjoys His Coins 
Dear Mr. Bowers: 

I have to write you and tell you how 

much I enjoy my coins from your firm. In 

1998,1 purchased your book, High Profits 

from Rare Coin Investment. I used to buy 

circulated coins, but after reading your 

book, I now purchase top quality, MS-63 

and MS-64 grades, seeing a good value at 

these levels. [Ed. note: This book has been 

out of print for quite a few years.] 

A friend began collecting coins in 1961 

and for two years he wanted me to start a 

collection. Then in the summer of 1963,1 

started with Lincoln cents. Later I began 

with Mercury dimes and have collected 

Mexican and Canadian dimes as well as 

Roosevelt and Barber dimes. 

In 1969,1 purchased a 1916-D Mercury 

dime for $350 from a collector who lived in a 

neighboring town. I later learned from a local 

citizen that this collector is not an honest per¬ 

son. I didn't do anything about it until 1999 at 

the request of a local dealer, I had the coin 

graded. It came back as a G-3. The dealer said 

the coin was worth around fifty cents in 1969. 

I also bought some 1940 half dollars from the 

same person for $235. The dealer told me 

they had been polished and that 1 had over¬ 

paid for the coins. I could have purchased a 

much higher grade 1916-D dime for $500 

from a Houston dealer at that rime. 

I read in your book that anyone can 

start a program of acquiring coins with a 

little as $100 a month. On January 31,2000, 

1 sent a check for $200.00. This was the 

start of many fine Mercury dimes and 

Walking half dollars that I have received 

from Gail and Debbie of your staff. 

In addition I have a gold coin from the 

Bass Collection and an 1892 Liberty nickel 

in MS-65 from the Eliasberg Collection. 

Growing up in a small, south Texas town, 

with a population of 2,000, there was no 

information on coin collecting when I 

started. 1 had to travel to Houston for any 

books on coins. 

I am very fortunate to be able to pur¬ 

chase coins for my collection from a firm 

like Bowers and Merena. I wish 1 had 

known about you a long time ago! 

Sincerely, 

W.S., Jr. 
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Thinking of Selling? 

Bowers and Merena Galleries’ 

Can Realize Top Market Prices for You. 

We sold the Walter H. Childs Collection 

specimen ol the 1804 Draped Bust silver 

dollar for $4,140,000, the highest price 

paid at auction for any rare coin. 

We invite you to be a part of our spectacular auction 

season for 2001. When it comes time to sell, let Bowers 

and Merena’s expertise go to work for you! Whether your 

collection is worth several thousand dollars or several 

million dollars, the same quality of presentation and 

numismatic expertise that characterized our past record- 

breaking sales will showcase your coins, sets, or entire 

collection. Over the years we have sold hundreds of 

millions of dollars’ worth of coins, paper money, and other 

numismatic items for tens of thousands ol consignors, 

ranging from museums, government agencies, and insti¬ 

tutions to private collectors. 

Consigning is easy and generous cash advances are avail¬ 

able instantly upon receipt of your consignment. 

Simply call John Pack, our auction di¬ 

rector at 1-800-458-4646, for complete 

details, including our low commission 

rates. It may well be the most financially 

rewarding decision you have ever made! 

The Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection 

The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection 

The Walter H. Childs Collection 

The Norweb Collection 

The Garrett Collection 

on behalf of The Johns Hopkins University 

The Virgil M. Brand Collection 

via the Morgan Guaranty Trust Company 

The Boys Town Collection 

The Massachusetts Historical Society 

The Connecticut State Historical Society 

And many, many more!!! 
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We have also sold the Eliasberg 

1804 Draped Bust silver dollar 

for $1,815,000 and the Eliasberg 

1913 Liberty Head nickel for 

$1,485,000. In fact, of the top 

10 record prices realized for in¬ 

dividual U.S. coins sold at pub¬ 

lic auction, we sold five of them. 

Our Upcoming Sales... 
May 21, 2001 • New York City, New York 

June 7, 2001 • Kingswood Galleries—The Durham Sale 

(Mail Bid and Internet Auction) 

Now accepting consignments. 

June 28-30, 2001 • Chicago, Illinois 

(with the MidAmerica Coin Expo) 

Now accepting consignments. 

August 6, 2001 • Atlanta, Georgia 

The Rarities Sale 

Now accepting consignments. 

September 14-16, 2001 • New York City, New York 

Now accepting consignments. 

October 11, 2001 • Kingswood Galleries—The Enfield Sale 

(Mail Bid and Internet Auction) 

Now accepting consignments. 

November 29-December 1, 2001 • Baltimore, Maryland 

in conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Now accepting consignments. 

January 8, 2002 • Orlando, Florida 

The Rarities Sale 

Now accepting consignments. 

March 14-16, 2002 • Baltimore, Maryland 

in conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Now accepting consignments. 

Plan to participate in our upcoming January Rarities Sales for the 

next several years. January 7-8, 2003; January 6-7, 2004 

BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 
A Collectors Universe Company—NASDAQ: CLCT 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 
800-458-4646 • In NH: 569-5095 • Fax: 603-569-5319 

www.bowersandmerena.com • email: auctionCTowersandmerena.com 



Books For Sale! 
Discounts Galore! 

Great Reading for You! 

under the numismatic sun and then 

some—just check the page after page 

of listings now at your fingertips. 

Take advantage of our discounts 

and order several titles to enjoy. 

If you would like to have Dave 

Bowers personally auto¬ 

graph any of the books he 

has written, just request this 

and how you would like to 

have it personalized — to you 

or to a friend, or whatever. 

Best Sellers! 

Currently among our most 

popular titles are some old favor¬ 

ites— American Coin Treasures and 

Hoards (BBM-404, list price $59.95) 

and The Rare Silver Dollars Dated 

1804 and the Exciting Adventures 

of Edmund Roberts (BBM-407, list 

price $69.95). There is something 

quite interesting about Dave's 

Treasures book —this is the one 

book that people just love to give 

as a gift. All of the stories are "short 

takes," sort of like nibbling at a smorgas¬ 

bord table —sample a lot or just one or 

two things. If you've been seeking the 

book to give as a gift to introduce a 

friend to coin collecting, consider this. 

Of course the brand-new 

Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of 

Early United States Cents, 1793 - 

1814 is in the number one posi¬ 

tion at the moment and, in fact, 

The B&M Staff 
• President & Editor, Rare Coin Review 

Q. David Bowers 

• Vice President—Christine Karstedt 

We are proud of our Books For Sale 

section! We have always believed that 

books hold the key to collecting success. If 

you are interested in making advantageous 

buys for your collection, there is no substi¬ 

tute for knowledge. And when it comes to 

gaining knowledge, there is no substitute 

for books. In fact, if it could not be replaced, 

we would not trade our own library for its 

weight in gold! This is true. A good numis¬ 

matic book will repay its cost many times 

over, in the value received. 

Never before has so much knowledge 

been made available to so many people for 

such a reasonable price! While knowledge 

may be priceless, you can buy it here! 

Now is the perfect time to add to your 

library. We offer you books on every topic 

• Direct Sales Dept.—Mark Borckardt, Senior 
Numismatist; Gail Watson, Numismatic Sales 

Manager; Debbie McDonald, Numismatic Sales 

Associate; Gordon Wrubel, Director of Numismatic 

Operations. 

• Auction Dept.—John Pack, Auction Director; 

Cheryl Perry. Numismatists: Mark Borckardt, 
Q. David Bowers, John J. Kraljevich, Jr., John Pack, 
Beth O. Piper, Frank Van Valen, and others. 

• Research Dept.—Mark Borckardt, Q. David 
Bowers, John J. Kraljevich, Jr. 

• Graphics Dept.—Jennifer Meets, Manager, Roberta 
French, Robert Lawrence, Christine Metcalfe. Doug 
Plasencia, Mamger, Photography Department. 

• Administration—John Babalis, Operations 

Manager; Carolyn Craigue, Sheila Fuller, Cyntlua 

LaCarbonara, Auction Coordinator, Tain Mitchell, 

Carol Travers, Jeremy Wiggin, Betty Wrubel, Tim 

Our printing press has been busy, and we have lots of great books to offer! (Engraving by Asher 

B. Durand, circa 1H20s; Durand was a highly skilled engraver of bank notes and other items). 

Wrubel. 

• Publications Dept.—John Babalis, Mary Tocci. 

• Financial Dept. I aurel A. Morrill,Natalie Smith 
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the limited special edition has been sold 

out! Not to worry —the hardbound and 

deluxe hardbound are still available just 

check our listings. 

Music to Read By 

We haven't mentioned this 

special little item in awhile but it 

also still holds its position in 

popularity parade. An Evening 

at the Home of Cecil B. DeMille, a 

two-CD set featuring melodies 

recorded on the "Mighty 

Wurlitzer" theatre pipe organ 

in the library and music room of Dave 

Bowers' home, featuring music recorded 

on paper rolls that were once owned by 

Cecil B. DeMille and used in his Tujunga 

Canyon home in California — thus the rea¬ 

son for the title. (You know, research on 

musty old directories of New York City in 

the 1820s can always be done best while 

listening to a concert!) We guarantee you 

the best part of two hours of fun and enjoy¬ 

ment with this purchase. Theatre 

Organ magazine, the journal of 

the American Theatre Organ Soci¬ 

ety, gave this disc set a rave re¬ 

view! (BCD-1, list price $24.95) 

Ordering is Fast and Easy! 

Discounts for you! 

Ordering is easy and our dis¬ 

counts help you add many fine selec¬ 

tions to your library. If your book order 

totals under $100 at list prices, take a 10% 

discount. If your order is for $100 or 

more, take a 20% discount! And, each 

book comes with a 30-day money-back 

guarantee of satisfaction! 

Have your credit card handy and call 

toll-free 1-800-222-5993 ext. 110 and ask for 

me, Mary Tocci. Or, fax, mail or e-mail your 

order to my attention, just give me the stock 

numbers and I will automatically calculate 

the total and give you your best discount! 

Either way, some great titles will be on their 

way to you and in your mailbox soon! 

Happy reading (and listening)! 

Mary Tocci 

Publications Department 

Paul T.S. Writes About RCR #139 
Dear Mr. Bowers: 

I wanted to salute you and the entire 

team for a particularly beautiful cover 

and issue of Rare Coin Review #139. They 

are all usually attractive and well done, 

but the Saint-Gaudens sculptures are 

among a number of art objects at which 

I never seem to tire of looking. 

While I'm aware of vour sentiments 
J 

about coin books being such good edu¬ 

cational value, I also find your own Rare 

Coin Review catalogues of similar worth, 

and I save many for future reference 

(with those little Highland yellow sticky 

notes cropping out of the pages). 

For example, in the same issue #139 

on page 5, I for one, was surprised to 

read that "Half cents were never com¬ 

mon in commercial channels." While not 

a paper collector I do, like you, occasion¬ 

ally buy old books and period newspa¬ 

pers for their historic or amusing con¬ 

tent. It had seemed to me that contempo¬ 

rary advertisements in these early publi¬ 

cations listed goods priced in half-cent 

increments, for example, 371/2 cents, 23 

1/2 cents etc. So, I just assumed that 

these half cents were in common use in 

the earliest days of our Republic. 

On another subject, but in the same 

Rare Coin Review issue, and if only to indicate 

that your customers read these Reviews care¬ 

fully, permit me to quibble a little with a cap¬ 

tion on the bottom of page 35. It has to do 

with the appointment of Henry Voigt by 

President Washington as Chief Coiner in 

1793. Your writer said, "the last sentence 

was cutoff and should read...'the sixteenth 

year of Independence of the U.S. of A.'" 

No! It absolutely was not cut off and 

should not be amended!!! While it was an 

archaic form and often used for brevity, the 

wording of the Voigt document is both 

grammatically correct and historically ac¬ 

curate. Official U.S. Presidential docu¬ 

ments STILL read that way (including 

my officer's commission in the U.S. 

Army in 1967). You see, "the sixteenth" 

is a descriptive adjective of the word 

"year" in the preceding line of the same 

document. "Year" refers BOTH to year 

of our Lord AND of the Independence 

of the U.S. of A. 

I often share my Rare Coin Reviews 

with friends, family and acquaintances 

whom I know to have an interest in his¬ 

tory, collectibles, and/or antiques, with a 

cover note with the comment: "This is, to 

my way of thinking, the most reputable 

coin dealer in the United States." 

Sincerely, 

[Paul T. S.] 

P.S: When you get a couple of mo¬ 

ments, it would be helpful to expand a 

little on the background /history of the 

Washington head, Confederate muling 

on page 85. I'm interested in genuine 

Confederate coinage and similar items. 

The B&M person with whom 1 spoke 

about it while placing an order for an¬ 

other coin, offered to connect me with 

you or Mark Borckardt that day a few 

months back, but you were both out of 

the office. 
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Numismatic B 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Handbook of 20th-Century 

United States Gold Coins 
By David Akers 

Much worthwhile information about 
Saint-Gaudens and Pratt $2.50, $5, $10, 
and $20 gold coins. 
184 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAK-749. 

List $19.95 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens 

1848-1907: A Master of 

American Sculpture 
By Musee des Augustins 

This hook illustrates the work of Saint 
Gaudens, his home, and more including 
specimens in the 
museum of the 
ANS. 215 pages, ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BSG-601. 

List $69.95 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BSG-600. 

List $49.95_ 

Complete Guide to 

Liberty Seated Half Dimes 
By Al Blythe 

Everything the interested collector 
needs to know about half dimes. 168 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 
THE COMPLETE 

Stock No. BBL-105. guide to 

List $29.95 

c Saint-GaudenS'l 
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LIBERTY SEATED 

HALF DIMES 

American Coin Treasures 

and Hoards 
By Q Davul Bowers 

Twenty-two chapters are filled with 
stories of treasures hidden, lost, found, 
and some waiting to 
he found. 456 pages, 
profusely illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stt>ck No. BBM-404. 

List $59.95 

The ANA Centennial History 
By Q. David Bowers 

A two-volume book on the history of 
the American Numismatic Association 
from 1891 to date. 1,768 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. Stock 

No. BAN-710. 

List $159.00 

ov to 
o. 

vfr- 

American Numismatics 

Before the Civil War, 1760-1860 
By Q. David Bowers 

This book, emphasizing the story of 
Augustus B. Sage, will give you an “1 am 
there” feeling for the early days of Ameri¬ 
can numismatics. 
432 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-405. 

List $89.95 

A Buyer’s and Enthusiast’s Guide 

to Flying Eagle and Indian Cents 
By Q. David Bowers 

Meet every Flying Eagle and Indian 
cent in the pages of 
this fascinating book 
which, if you read it, 
will make you an ex¬ 
pert. 541 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-311. 

List $45.00 

A Buyers and 
Ijillmsutsl's Guide 

Fly in;; Ea^lc and 

Indian Cents 

A Buyers’ Guide to Silver 

Dollars and Trade Dollars of 

the United States 
By Q. David Bowers 

Second Edition. A treasure trove of 
information on these 
popular series. 1997 
prices for every date 
and mintmark. 304 
pages, illustrated 

Softbound. 

Stock No.BBM-402. 

List $19.95 

f*oll<-(liiK| ( mm 

Collecting Coins and Making 

Money, A Peek at the 19th 

Century 
Introduction By Q. David Bowers 

In this delightful book we have re¬ 
printed some of our favorite articles from 
the 19th century. A 
lot of fun, informa¬ 
tive reading. 192 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-401. 

List $29.95 lw.| 

Commemorative Coins of the 

U.S.: A Complete Encyclopedia 
By Q. David Bowers 

A one-of-a-kind resource. Multiple 
pages on every classic commemorative 
coin and previously unpublished infor¬ 
mation about rarity, 
market analyses, etc.! 
768 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-308. 

List $39.95 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-308A. 

List $49.95 

Commemorative 
Coins of the 
United States 

A COMPLETE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

By Q. David Bowers 

Encyclopedia of 

Automatic Musical Instruments 
By Q. David Bowers 

First printed in 1972, this book has 
become the standard reference on old- 
time automatic music makers. If you like 
music or nostalgia, 
you ll love this 
hook. 1,008 pages, 
illustrated. Over 
20,000 copies sold! 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-802. 

List $89.95 

vUnralowte.! automatic 
■'f ,#)u8ttAl 3u«ni mutts 
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The History of 

United States Coinage 
By Q. David Bowers 

Covers all American series from 
colonials to territorial gold, half cents to 
$20 gold. Equivalent 
to a university course 
in coins. 572 pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-130. 

List $59.95 

The History of 
United States 

Coinage 
As IIUtstMlcJ lw llic 

Gurett Collect ton 

Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 

King of Coins 
By Q. David Bowers 

A wonderful hook chronicling the life 
of this magnificent collector and his fas¬ 
cinating collection 
which, when sold, re¬ 
alized $44 million! 
176 pages, illustrated. 
Second printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-146A. 

List $62.50 6 0 H*trrn 

Louis K. Kliashcrg 

❖ 
kilt# of Coins 

The Rare Silver Dollars Dated 1804 

and the Exciting Adventures of 

Edmund Roberts 
By Q. David Bowers 

Take a ride on the U. S. S. Peacock as 
it delivers the 
“King of Coins” to 
the Sultan of Mus¬ 
cat. Includes over 
100 biographies of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-407. 

List $69.95 

The Treasure Ship 

S.S. Brother Jonathan 
By Q. David Bowers 

Chronicles of this ill-fated vessel, its 
loss and recovery, plus stories of the Gold 
Rush in San Fran¬ 
cisco and a history of j 
the San Francisco 
Mint. 416 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-406. 

List $69.95 

U.S. Copper Coins: 

An Action Guide for the 

Collector and Investor 
By Q. David Bowers 

All U.S. coppers are discussed. 176 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-302. 

List $9.95 

United States Gold Coins: 

An Illustrated History 
By Q. David Bowers 

The definitive work on American gold 
coins. When Secretary of the Treasury 
James Baker wanted 
to know about gold 
coins, he consulted 
this hook. Award 
winner. 415 pages, 

illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-135. 

List $57.95 

United States Gold Coots 
An lluxiiirj ttuuft 
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For your listening pleasure we offer you 
An Evening at the Home of Cecil P. DcMille, 
a two-CD set recorded bv Joe Cimino fea¬ 
turing melodies on the" Mighty Wurlitzer" 
theatre pipe organ. We guarantee you the 
best part of two hours of fun and enjoy¬ 
ment with this purchase. 

U.S. 3<f and 5<t Pieces: 

An Action Guide for the 

Collector and Investor 

By Q. David Bowers 

An inside view of these series. 168 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-303. 

List $9.95 

Virgil Brand: 

The Man and His Era, 

Profile of a Numismatist 

Bv Q. David Bowers 

This award-winning volume details 
the almost unbelievable life of Virgil 
Brand who assembled_ 
the largest coin collec¬ 
tion of all time. 248 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-140. 

List $29.00 

VIROL BRAND: 
The Man and His Era 

Waterford Water Cure 

Bv Q. David Bowers 

An arcane, hut fascinating inquiry into 
counterstamped coins. If you buy this 
hook and don’t enjoy it, let Dave know 
within 30 days, are- 
fund will be sent, 
and you can keep 
the hook free! 224 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-422. 

List $49.95 

Walter Breen’s 

Complete Encyclopedia of 

U.S. Half Cents 

The definitive reference on half cents 
dated 1793-1857, this encyclopedia cov¬ 
ers their produc¬ 
tion, rarity, grading, 
and varieties. 500 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBR-724. 

List: $65.00 

flumismi B 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Walter Breen’s 

Complete Encyclopedia of 

U.S. and Colonial Coins 

The master source, the fountainhead 
of information gathered over a long pe¬ 
riod of years By one 
of America’s most 
highly acclaimed nu¬ 
mismatic research¬ 
ers. 754 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBR-764. 

List: $135.00 

Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of 

Early United States Cents 

1793-1814 

Edited by Mark Borckardt 

Everything you’ve always 
wanted to know about the 
large cent series. 895 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBR-999. 

List: $89.95 

Deluxe Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBR-999A. 

List: $149.95 

Statehood Quarters 

Collector’s Handbook 

By Kenneth Bressett 

Includes a detailed overview of the 
program, a history of the U.S. quarter, 
designs, and more. 90 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBR-555. 

List: $4.99 

The American Numismatic 

Association Anthology 

Edited By Carl W.A. Carlson & Michael 

Hodder 

A companion to the two-volume ANA 
History. Specialized research articles by 
some of the hobby’s 
leading figures. 372 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-711. 

List $65.00 

Standing Liberty Quarters 

By J .H . Cline 

A comprehensive guide to this popu¬ 
lar series by an acknowledged expert 
(whose reference collection we had the 
honor of showcasing 
at auction a few years 
ago). 175 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BCL-700. 

List $24.95 

The Smart Collector 

By the Editors of Coin World 

A handy commentary. General infor¬ 
mation is given concerning each design, 
followed by “What 
Will It Cost?” and 
“Fast Facts”. 254 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BCW-700. 

List $22.00 

CoinWorld Almanac 

By The Editors of Coin World 

This 7th edition includes rarities, coin¬ 
age laws, market history, precious metals, 
descriptions of mints and officials, paper 
money, grading, mintage figures, and in¬ 
vestments. 699 pages, 

illustrated. I (gjnWrldffi 1 

Softbound. I ALMANAC! 
Stock No. CWA-250. 

List $20.00 

The Early Coins of America 

By Sylvester S. Crosby 

One of the greatest American numis¬ 
matic hooks, this volume appeared in 
1875 and has never been superseded. 
Standard reference on colonial, state, 
and early American 
coins. 378 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. Durst re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BCR-271. 

List $45.00 

America’s Money 

America’s Story 

By Richard Doty 

Experience the fascinating evolution 
of America’s monetary system from one 
of the most respected numismatic schol¬ 
ars in the world. 244 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BDO-500. 

List $34.95 

America's Money 
America's Story 

The Soho Mint & 

the Industrialization of Money 

By Dr. Richard Doty 

If you know about the Soho Mint then 
this hook is a “must have.” If you don’t 
know about it, that 
is all the more rea¬ 
son to order a copy! 
254 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BDO-505. 

List $75.00 

The Complete Guide to 

Certified Barber Coinage 

By David and John Feigenbaum 

An in-depth survey of the Mint State 
certified coins of all three Barber series; 
the dimes, quarters, and halt dollars 1892- 
1916. 160 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BLA-750. 

List $35.00 

The Top 100 Morgan Dollar 

Varieties: The VAM Keys 

By Michael S. Fey. Ph D and Jeff l htnan 

A synopsis of the top 100 most popular 
Morgan dollar varieties. Excellent tor 
those who wish to "cherrypick” tor valu¬ 
able die varieties. 137 %— 
pages, illustrated. 2 ’*'**’* 
0 . . . I • VHHh 
Spiral hound. • 

Stock No. BFE-300. • 

List $24.95 j 

Leatherette. I \ tJfL. 

Stock No. BFt-301. ; 

I ist $24.95 5 TKSSS2* 
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Numismatic B 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Bill Fivaz’s Counterfeit 

Detection Guide 
By Bill Fact' 

A handy pocket-sized reference, de¬ 
signed to enable you to recognize genu¬ 
ine pieces, with the 
potential to save (or 
make) you money 
when purchasing. 52 
pages, illustrated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BFI-115. 

List $10.00 

The Authoritative Reference 

on Three Cent Nickels 
By Kevin Flynn and Edward Fletcher 

The only reference available dealing 
solely with this 19th century denomina¬ 
tion. If you have even one nickel three- 
cent piece, this book 
will aid in your appre¬ 
ciation ot it. 160 pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BFL-300. 

List $37.95 

Paper Money 

of the United States 
By Robert Friedberg 

With additions and revisions by Ira S. and 

Arthur L. Friedberg 

States currency. PAPER MONEY 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Softbound. 

The Authoritative 

Reference on 

Three Cent Niikiis 

Cherrypickers’ Pocket Guide, 

Top 150 
By Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton 

The 150 most in¬ 
teresting varieties de¬ 
scribed in a handy, 
spiral-bound volume 
that will fit in a coat 
pocket. 220 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BFI-114. 

List $19.95 

Treasure Hunting 

Liberty Head Nickels 
By Kevin Flynn 

and Bill Van Note 

This book will make attribution of 
your Liberty Head nickel varieties a 
breeze! 130pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BFL-301. 

List $29.95 

The Complete Guide 

to Liberty Seated Dimes 
By Brian Greer 

A must-have volume for anyone in¬ 
terested in Liberty Seated dimes. Each 
date and mintmark 
is covered, including 
grading, major vari¬ 
ety analysis, history, 
and scarcity. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BGR-222. 

List $36.95 

fTTTTTTTTTTT 

THE CHERRYPICKERS' POCKET GLIDE 

TOP 150 

8 V F IV * 2 * SUMO* 

P TREASURE 
HUNTING 
Liberty Head 

Nickels 

by Kevin Flynn jtid Bill Van Note 

L..... 

Cherrypickers’ Guide 
To Rare Die Varieties 
Fourth Edition-Volume I 

By Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton 

Hundreds of variet¬ 
ies of U.S. coins from 
halt cents to jefferson 
nickels are described 
and arranged by two of 
the hobby’s most ad¬ 
mired figures. 422 
pages, illustrated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BF1-950. 

List $34.95 

Those Amazing Coins 

A Kid’s Guide to Collecting 
By Kevin Flynn, Ron Volpe 

and Kelsey Flynn 

An all-encompasing beginner’s guide 
to coin collecting 
geared to young numis¬ 
matists. 120 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BFL-305. 

List $9.95 

ITiiwe Ama*i»i4 < <tin% 

A «&* < Cttlid. (0 Coa«ctfr»9 

Helpful Hints 

For Enjoying Coin Collecting 

By Bill Fivaz 

Bill shares over 50 years of experience, 
providing the reader the information, 
advice, and skills 
needed to have fun 
in coin collecting. 
120 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. BFI-120. 

List $15.95 

The U.S. Rare Coin Handbook 

For Collectors and Investors 
By Les & Sue Fox 

A basic guide of rare United States 
coins, includung the new state quarters. 
Loaded with great ar¬ 
ticles, charts and 
color illustrations. 
216 pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BFO-750. 

List $9.95 

RARE COIN 
HANDBOOK 

The Neighborhood Mint: 

Dahlonega in the Age of Jackson 
By Sylvia Gailey Head and Elizabeth W. 

Etheridge 

A classic in the field of gold coin 
research, this volume 
has just been reprinted 
with the addition of 
new plates and pho¬ 
tographs. 206 pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BHE-700. 

List $30.00 

A Basic Guide to United States 

Commemorative Coins 
By Michael J. Hodder and Q. David Bowers 

A fac t-fi 1 led ac t ion gu ide to commemo¬ 
rative coins. 165 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BBM-309. 

List $14.95 

rt, J-* Yr< 

Guides U.S. 
Commemorative 
COINS 

Mm liHfl 4. Ilocldpr 
•jzf (4 Dm 1(1 Rowers 

Bowers and Merena’s Little Editions 

A series of monographs on a variety of ci un¬ 
related topics, from famous figures to studies 
on popular series to investigative reports. 

A Curious Thievery at 

the Philadelphia Mint 

By A.L. Drummond 

Stock No. BLE-501. 

List $5.95 

A Review of the 

Commemorative Coin 

Market 

By Q. David Bowers 

Stock No. BLE-502. 

List $5.95 

The Curious Case of 

the Coin Collectors 

Kline 

By Dr. Joel J. Orosz, NLG 

Stock No. BLE-503. 

List $5.95 

Woodward’s Sale of 

the John F. McCoy 

Collection 

By Q. David Bowers 

Stock No. BLE-504. 

List $5.95 

The Nor web Collection: 

An American Legacy 
By Michael J. Hodder 

& Q. David Bowers 

The story of the Norweb Collection, 
and its formation 
over several genera¬ 
tions. 288 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BBM-145. 

List $29.95 

Investing, Collecting & Trading 

in Certified Commemoratives 
By Harry Laibstain 

A guide to market availability of vari¬ 
ous issues in various grades. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BLA-851A. 

The Complete Guide to 

Buffalo Nickels 
By David Lange 

This 2nd edition is updated with new 
information, has illustrations, prices, 
and striking characteristics ot each 
issue. 198 pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BLA-I06A; 

List $36.95. 
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Tm Complete Guide 

to Lincoln Cents 

By David Lange 

Everything you need to know about 
this series. Highly acclaimed and with 
enough information 
tor two hooks! 392 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BLA-107. 

List $43.95 

The Complete Guide 

to Barber Quarters 

By David Lawrence 

A passport for collecting and enjoying 
the series. How rare is it? What are some 
of the characteristics 
of the obverse and re¬ 
verse die ? These ques¬ 
tions and more are an¬ 
swered in this guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BLA-109. 

List $29.95 

Longacre’s Two-Cent Piece: 

1864 Attribution Guide 

By Frank Leone 

Every idiosyncracy of the two-cent 
piece has been studied by this well-known 
author. Offers hours 
of enjoyment attrib¬ 
uting your collection. 
248 pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock No. BLE-440. 

List $24.95 

Federal Half Dimes 1792-1837 

By Russell J. Logan and John W. McCloskey 

A great reference by two of numismat¬ 
ics’ most accomplished authors. Packed 
with information on_ 
this obscure but fasci¬ 
nating series. 293 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BRL-100. 

List $75.00 

Federal 

Half Dimes 
1792*1837 

Rusm’II .1.1 'tgan 
John U. MH kwkrv 

Rare Coin Review 1969-1994: 

An Annotated Index 

of the First 100 Issues 

By Ken Lowe 

A collector’s guide to the title subject 
(Thanks, Ken, for writing this!) 93 pages 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BMT-100. 

List $19.95 

Numismatic 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Mason s ■ Mason's ■ The Later 

Stamp & Com I Stamp & Coin I Publications of 

Collector s I Collector s I Locke Mason 

Magazine I Magazine I 

Mason’s Stamp 

& Coin Collector’s Magazine 

First ever reprint of the periodicals of 
E. Locke Mason, rare coin dealer of Phila¬ 
delphia and Bos¬ 
ton in the 19th 
century. Great 
reading for the 
numismatic buff. 

Hardbound 

3 Volumes. 

Stock No. 

BMA-600. 

List $240.00 

The Half Cent Die State Book 

1793-1857 

By Ronald P. Manley, Ph D. 

A comprehensive study of half cent 
die varieties discussing identification, 
chronology, and 
rarity. 300 pages, il-i 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BMA-850. 

List $75.00 

7* 
HALF CENT 
Di« State Book 

I7?M«57 

MohnM V. MmiIi'.o. Hi.I). 

The Gobrecht Journal, 

Collective Vol. 4 

Edited by Dr. John W. McCloskey 

A collection of articles from 
recent years from the journal of 
the Liberty Seated Collectors 
Club. Full of research informa¬ 
tion, market data, collecting in¬ 
sights, and more. 600 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BGO-300. 

List $44.00 

The 
Gobrecht 
Journal 

Collective 

Volume 

Number Four 

The 

Liberty 

Sooted 

Collector* 
Club 

United States Copper Cents 

1816-1857 

By Howard R. Newcomb 

The standard reference book on die 
varieties of copper cents of the period. 
312 pages, illustrated with line cuts. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BNE-798. 

List $50.00 

U.S. Patterns 

and Related Issues 

By Andrew W. Pollock III 

Foreword by Q. David Bowers 

Standard work on the series, with much 
information, price data, etc., not avail¬ 
able in any other 
volume. Award win¬ 
ner. A must for ev¬ 
ery advanced li¬ 
brary. 524 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No.BPO-100. 

List $79.00 

The Early Paper Money 

of America 

By Eric P. Newman 

The source for early American paper 
money collectors including comprehen¬ 
sive information on 
every issue. 480 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BNE-500. 

List $75.00 

I HE F.ARIY 

PAPER MONEY 

(>r AMERICA 

California Coiners and Assayers 

By Dan Owens 

A wealth of information relating to 
coining in California from 1848-1863, 
including bars recovered from The S.S. 
Central America. 448 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BOW-800. 

List $49.95 

Early Half Dollar Die Varieties 

1794-1836 

By Al C. Overton 

Edited by Don Parsley 

The standard reference on the series, a 

“must-have” book. 
Photographs of die 
varieties include 
new discovery’ pieces 
enlarged two diam¬ 
eters. 710 pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BOV-100. 

List $59.95 

United States Clad Coinage 

By Ginger Rafisus 

This interesting study discusses the 
end of silver coinage, the composition of 
the new clad coins, and gives mintage 
figures for all issues 
and dates. 174 pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BRA-511. 

List $12.95 

Medallic Portraits 

of Washington 

By Russell Rulau & George Fuld 

This second edition covers Washing¬ 
ton coins, medals, tokens, plaques, and 
badges issued from 1783 to present, with 
photos, descriptions, 
and pricing in three 
grades. 432 pages, ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BRU-555. 

List $34.95 

Standard Catalog 

of U.S. Tokens 1700-1900 
By Russell Rulau 

Contains thousands of listings and pho¬ 
tographs, rarity ratings, and just about 
everything else you 
need to know to buy, 
sell, collect, enjoy, 
and appreciate 
United States to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BRU-725. 

List $47.95 

C«raftef at \ V 

UNITED STAIES \ 

TOKENS 
1700>1900 

Photograde 

By James F. Ruddy 

Designated an official grading guide 
by the ANA. Tidbit: At one time this 
was the most-requested book in the De¬ 
troit Public Library 
system. It is true! 
Now in its 18th edi¬ 
tion, 224 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BRU-414. 

List $12.95 
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Numismatic B 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $ 100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Penny Whimsy 

By William S. Sheldon 

A reprint from Lorraine Durst, the 
first in the American series to combine 
detailed numismattc die descriptions with 
history, collecting in¬ 
formation, and opin¬ 
ions, adelightful mix¬ 
ture. 340 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 
Stock No. BSH-100. 
List $50.00 

U.S. Error Note Encyclopedia 

By Stephen M. Sullivan 

This book illustrates many different 
types of currency errors. A great guide for 
answering frequently asked questions 
about currency errors 
and giving a view of 
market values. 431 
pages, illustrated. 

Spiral bound. 
Stock No. BSU-300. 
List $32.00 

Encyclopedia of U.S. Silver 

& Gold Commemorative Coins 

1892-1989 

By Anthony Swiatek & Walter Breen 

An updated version of this well-known 
and highly regarded 
classic. 386 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Soft bound. 
Stock No. BSW-742. 
List $29.95 

United States Ten Dollar 

Gold Eagles 1795-1804 

By Anthony J Taras zka 

The first syrematic compilation of 
photographs and detailed descriptions of 

he _ 
marriages. 84 pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 
Stock No. BTA-900. 
List $69.95 

(Him STATES 
TEB HEARS 
GOLD EAIlliS 

I/35> IHM 

The Standard Guide 

to the Lincoln Cent 

By Dr. Sol Taylor 

This fourth edition is packed with 
new, updated information on every coin 
in the series. Over 
300 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BTA-404. 
List $24.95 

Coin Lore 

By Gerald Tebbens 

Collected essays by this popular Coin 
Lore columnist. Easy, informative read¬ 
ing on about as many various subjects as 
there are chapters in 
the book: 42. 224 
pages. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BTE-800. 
List $22.00 

The Complete Guide 

to Franklin Half Dollars 

By Rick Tomaska 

The first hook devoted solely to the 
Franklin half dollar_ 
series. Includes date- 
by-date analysis, 
plus grading infor¬ 
mation, rarity esti¬ 
mates, and more. 
240 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BTO-100. 
List $19.95 

Th* Complete Guide to 

Franklin 
Half Dollars 

%'M 

Official Guide to Coin Grading 

and Counterfeit Detection 

Edited by Scott A. Travers 

Introduction by Q. David Bowers 

Explains and illustrates the standards 
for grading Mint State coins, plus infor¬ 
mation on counterfeits, 
forgery, cleaning, and 
more. 324 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BRH-200. 

List $29.95 

Scott Travers’ 

Top 88 Coins Over $100 

Foreword by Q. David Bowers 

This book draws a roadmap detailing 
both the hits and the misses—the coins 
that, in his opinion, 
represent good values 
or that you should 
steer clear of. 134 
pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BTR-950. 
List $11.95 

Comprehensive Catalog 

and Encyclopedia 

of Morgan and Peace Dollars 

By Leroy C. Van Allen & 

A. George Mallis 

A brand new edition of this popular 
hook. 534 pages, il 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BVA-710. 
List $79.95 

The Best of The Washington 

Quarter Doubled Die Varieties 

By John A. Wexler & Kevin Flynn 

Features 139 of the most desirable 
Washington quarter doubled dies with 
detailed descriptions, cross-reference in¬ 
formation, values, 
rarity, and more. 186 
pages, illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 
Stock No. BWE-825. 
List $39.95 

Treasure Hunting 

Mercury Dimes 

By John A. Wexler & Kevin Flynn 

The first reference available covering 
a sizable number of Mercury dime variet¬ 
ies. Divided into three important sec¬ 
tions with value 
charts for all varieties 
covered. 120 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 
Stock No. BFL-302. 
List $29.95 

TREASURE 

HUNTING 

Men ur. Dunes 

The Kennedy Half Dollar Bixik 

By James Wiles, Ph D. 

Covers hundreds of die varieties, in¬ 
cluding repunched mintmarks, die mi >di- 
fications, major die breaks, pricing and 
rarity, plus helpful hints for cherrypicking. 
316 pages, ill. 

Spiralbound. 
Stock No. BW1-202. 
List $40.00 

The Washington Quarter 

Dollar Book: An Attribution 

and Pricing Guide 

By James Wiles, Ph D. 

An must for the specialist and the 
serious or beginning variety collector. 
Each variety is listed 
with all you need for 
enjoyable and accu¬ 
rate attribution. 240 
pages, illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 
Stock No. BWI-400. 
List $40.00 

Gold Coins of the 

Charlotte Mint 

By Douglas Winter 

A new edition based on research Doug 
Winter has done since the first edition 
was published. Mintage, rarity ratings, 
strike information, sur- k 
faces, lustre, die vari¬ 
eties, and more. 220 
pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 
Stock No. BWI-819. 
List $35.00 

Gold Coins 

OF THE DaHLONEGA MlNT 

By Douglas Winter 

Focuses on gold coins struck at the 
Dahlonega Mint, including availability 
and commentary re¬ 
lated to striking and 
die characteristics. 
250 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BWI-8I8. 
List $25.00 

_ 
John Reich 

a numismatic biography 

by Stewart Witham 

An illustrated biography which makes 
John Reich, designer of the 1807 Capped 
Bust coinage, come 
alive. 48 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BWI-400. 
List $12.95 

by W.iKjm 

JOHANS MA TTHil S KFKTI 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THK 

American Numismatic Society 
From the illustrious series of mono¬ 

graphs relating to the “Coinage of the 
Americas Conference” held each year in 
New York City hy the ANS, each volume 
is superh, contains the work of many 
authors, is excellently illustrated, and 
will he a fine addition to any library. 

America’s Sum 

Coinage 1794-1891 
Cloth hardbound, 210 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-210. 

List $15.00 

Silm C o.iu*r 

America’s Silver 

Dollars 

Edited by John M. Kleeberg 

Cloth hardbound, 127 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-211. 

List $25.00 

America’s Gold 

Coinage 

Edited by Willtam E. Metcalf 

Cloth hardbound, 132 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-212.*. 

List $15.00 

The Token: 

America’s Other 

Money 

Edited by Richard G. Doty 

Cloth hardbound, 224 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-213. 

List $25.00 

Coinage of the 

American Confedera¬ 

tion Period 

Edited by Philip L. Mossmnn 

Cloth hardbound, 346 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BAN-214. 

List $25.00 

America’s Large Cent 

Edited by John M. Kleeberg 

Cloth hardbound, 190 

pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. • 

Stock No. BAN-215. 

List $25.00 

The Token: 

America'* Other Money 

Coinage ot the American 

C onteiteiatMin Period 

America*! Laqf*t*«l 

Money of the American Colonies 

and Confederation 

By Philip L Mossman 

A superh study, separately published 
hy the ANS, and an ideal companion to 
Sylvester S. Crosby’s 
Early Coins of 
America 312 pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BMO-200. 

List $100.00 

, #*\ 

MONEY 

I t I IP » 

Numismatic B 
Take advantage of our special discounts on ALL books! 

If your book order totals up to $100 in list prices, take a 

10% discount off the entire amount. If your order totals 

over $100, take a 20% discount (Discounts do not apply 

to merchandise already offered at special prices). 

Numismatist’s 

“Companion” 

Books 
Each hook in the 

“Companion” series is 
edited hy QDB and 
contains interesting 
articles hy various au¬ 
thors. Delightful and 
informative reading. 
Softbound, 5-1/2 hy 8- 
1/2 inches. 

Numismatist’s 

Countryside 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-207. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Bedside 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-200. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-208. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Lakeside 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-202. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Topside 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-209. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Traveling 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-210. 

List $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Weekend 

Companion 

Stock No. BBM-206. 

List $12.95 

Its 

Nlmismaii sf*s toLYmsmE 

COMPANION 

*3 
W\ J 

■ A 

F rrffTCIYy tUTT Wilri 

Numismatists bedsidE 
COMPANION 

LtnDftoaattMMtS 

NUMISM 4TIN IS Di HS NI OWN 

COMPANION 

Ew nr tuvwmtm 

Numismatist s traveling 

COMPANION 

torr» ii if P-ulYR*!*? 

Numismatist s weekend 

COMPANION 

Terms of Sale 
1. Any item can he reserved hy telephone Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m 
Call our Direct Sales Department—TOLL-FREE—at 800-222-5993. New Hampshire 
residents use our regular line 603-569-5095. 

2. An order blank has been provided for your convenience. Enclose your remittance, use 
our Collector’s Account, or use Visa, Mastercard, Discover/Novus or American Express 
(send all information in raised print on your card including the issuing hank, and he sure 
to sign your order). Please list alternate choices, if possible (these will only he used if your 
first choice has been sold earlier). 

If you are ordering for a type set, just put “same type” for your second choice. We will then 
send a coin of the same design type and of equal or higher grade and value if your first choice 
has been sold. Please add $5 postage and handling for all orders under $500. Orders will he 
sent insured, either through our private carrier or the United States Post Office. 

3. Items may be sent on open account if credit has been previously established. Interest will 
be charged on unpaid accounts at the rate of 1 % per month (12% per annum) after 30 days. 
Layaways are available. (Call for further details.) 

4. ORDER IT TODAY, ENJOY IT TOMORROW: Call our Direct Sales Dept, before 1 
p.m. Eastern time. Charge your order to Visa, Mastercard, Discover/Novus or American 
Express; or if you have established credit, ask for the coins on approval. We will need your 
street address (not box address) for Federal Express delivery. This service is FREE (on 
request) for coin orders of $500 or more; just $10 for orders under $500. Ask about our rates 
for express book shipping. 

5. GUARANTEE: Any item not satisfactory for any reason, including grading, may be 
returned within 30 days of receipt (coins certified by ANACS, PCGS, NGC, etc. have a 
return privilege of seven [7] days). Exceptions: Bullion coins, dealer-to-dealer transactions, 
convention or other in-person sales, or coins for which the price is negotiated, for which 
sales are final. Coins sent in sealed holders issued by grading services must be returned 
untampered with and in the same sealed holders for the guarantee to be effective. 

Grading is a subjective description that represents the opinion of the cataloguer as to the 
state of preservation of a particular item. All such terms, including adjectival and numerical 
descriptions of coins and paper money, are the opinion of the cataloguer and are not an 
attribution. No warranty, whether expressed or implied, is made with respect to such 
adjectival or numerical descriptions which can and do vary' among experts. Further, the 
interpretation of various published standards has changed over a periixl of time. However, 
it has been our experience (dating from 1953) that our conservative grading and reasonable 
prices have pleased countless thousands of discriminating numismatists. In the process we 
have built probably the most successful rare coin dealership in the world today. Bowen and 
Merena Galleries is a Collectors Universe™ company, as is PCGS. 

All items are guaranteed authentic (any coin proved to be otherwise will Ire accepted for 
a refund of the money paid, or a replacement, at our option, without further liability). 

6. Bowers and Merena Galleries and/or staff members are members of the Professional 
Numismatists Guild, American Numismatic Association (life members), the American 
Numismatic Society, and other leading numismatic organizations. 

Q. David Bowers served as president of the Professional Numismatists Guild 1977-1979 and 
president of the American Numismatic Association 1983-1985. Other staff members have 
likewise been active in the numismatic hobby and profession for many years. 

7. All coins are kept in bank vaults. We maintain no over-the-counter facilities. We do 
attend certain conventions and are pleased to meet our clients in person there We are as 

close as your telephone or mailbox and invite your inquiries on any numismatic subject of 

interest to you. 

8. As the future is unknown, no guarantee, implicit or expressed, is made concerning thi 
investment performance, quality, or merchantability of any coin, or its price in the future 
Market prices are determined by supply and demand. Moreover, grading interpretations 
may change over a period of time. It is possible for prices to go down as well as up 

9. All transactions are deemed to take place in New Hampshire as the place of venue, 
under Carroll Gmnty and New 1 fampshire State laws. 

10. This catalogue supersedes all previous prices and special offers. While we have madt 
an effort to avoid ty p< igtaphical em >rs, we cannot be responsible for errors which may ur 
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The following review by Colonel Bill Murray appeared in the brand 
new Coin Collectors Yearbook: 

Q. David Bowers produced a large-format. 490-page book, The 
Rare Silver Dollars Dated 1804 and the Exciting Adventures of 
Edmund Roberts. As usual, Bowers went to original sources 
contemporary with Roberts’ life and the time the dollars were 
produced, issued and distributed. 

The book covers numismatics of the 1820s into the 1830s and 
some beyond, including the minting of the 1804 silver dollars (not 
minted in that year, as all numismatists know). Mint operations 
and procedures in general and the status of monetary activities in 
the United States. Bowers introduces you to the Atlantic Ocean 
harbor city of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and its prominent 
resident Edmund Roberts. 

Early on, Roberts followed the sea and became involved 
in seafaring mercantile operations at home and in Buenos 
Aires, at first in the employ of an uncle and then on his 
own. Not really successful, he established a reputation for 
trustworthiness and made acquaintances, which stood 
him in good stead later, when he applied for employment 
with the State Department. 

This reputation resulted in his designation as supercargo on the ship Mary Ann when it set out to establish 
trade in the East Indies. The trip (1827-28) was hardly a resounding success; however, on the east coast of 

Africa, Roberts met and was befriended by the Sultan of Muscat, and a favored 
trade treaty with America was discussed. 

Roberts’ relationship by marriage to Levi Woodbury, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, coupled with his experience and especially his friendship with the 
Sultan, led to his being appointed a “special agent’’ of the United States 
government. He was empowered to negotiate treaties, which he did, with the 
Sultan of Muscat and the King of Siam. Roberts made two trips to the Orient 
aboard the warship USS Peacock. The first was an around-the-world voyage in 
1832-34. He embarked on the second voyage, but died June 12, 1836, before 
the trip was completed. 

But Chapter 14 does not close the book. Appendix 1 provides a “Registry of 
Known 1804 Silver Dollars,” fascinating reading for numismatists. Appendix 2, 
“Owners and Chroniclers of 1804 Silver Dollars,” offers a series of 132 “infor¬ 
mal sketches.” Appendix 3, “Restrike Dollars of 1801-2-3 makes a point 
about these coins, also believed to have been struck in a later time period. 
Appendix 4 is “The Edmund Roberts Family: Genealogical Notes. Appendix 

5 is “Edmund Roberts Miscellany,” and Appendix 6 is “Early Listing of Diplomatic Gifts for Muscat and 
Siam, 1835-1836.” A bibliography and an index are provided. 

The Rare 
Silver Dollars 

DATED 1804 
and the Exciting 

Adventures of 
Edmund Roberts 

Hardbound, 490 pages 

$69.95 plus $5 shipping 

No Matter What 'Your Collecting Choices Are, 

There s A New Book To Guide Tu 

Bowers and Merena Galleries Inc., P.O. Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894-1224. 



Beautiful Coins Featured 
in this Rare Coin Review... 

Superb Gem 1921 Full Head Quarter 
see page 30 

Choice Mint State MCMVI1 $20 
see page 61 

Superb Gem 1938 Arkansas Half Dollar 
see page 64 

Lustrous AU 1814 Large Cent 
see page 13 

Superb 1847 N-l Large Cent 
see page 14 

Uncirculated 1920-S Indian Eagle 
see page 60 

Impressive Gem 1937-D Half Dollar 
see page 35 

Choice 1921 Missouri Half Dollar 
see page 65 




